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TO you, my Louisa ; to you, the sole 
partner of all my joys and sorrows ; to 
you, whose fair form but enshrines a mind 
fer fairer, I inscribe not these pages. Com- 
posed of materials collected ere I knew 
you, ere I was inspired by your virtues, 
or could portray your perfections, they 
are not w(Mthy of bearing your name :— 
they were not even intended to divulge 
that of the writer, had his secret been pre- 
served as inviolate as he wished. Should 
they, thus avowed, continue to meet with 
an indulgent reception, I miay then feel 
encouraged ait some future period to pub- 
^h, with the sanction of your beloved 
name, that which, suggested by the con- 
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templation of your excellence, and written 
under the guidance of your unerring taste* 
is in truth your own work. 

To the public at large I can only plead, 
for sending forth into the world this un- 
pruned p^ormanoe, the desire of adding 
toy 'mite to the ioformation so eagerly 
sought at this moment, respecting the ever 
mteresting regions once adorned by the 
Greeks, and now defaced by the TuHes. 
I shall therefore observe that the historical 
and statistical parts are (as far as my know- 
le^e extends) strictly correct, and that 
the fictitious superstructure — ^founded on 
personal observation — ^is as conformable as 
I could make it to the manners of the na- 
tlona whom it was my aim to describe f 
and as the form of biographical memoirs 
was adopted solely with the view of afford- 
ing greater facility for the introduction of 
minute and characteristic details, I trust 
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that I shall not be considered as identifying 
myself ivith all the opinions which the 
peculiar nature of the work has obliged 
me to bestow upon mj hero. 



THO* HOPE. 



Duchets-Street, 
April 25. 
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ANASTASIUS, 



MEMOIRS OF A GREEK. 



CHAPTER I. 



MY family came originally from Epinis: my 
father Battled at Chio. His pwentage was neither 
exalted nor yet ]ow. In his own opinion he could 
IxMiBt of purer blood than any of the Palamlogi, the 
Cantacusraies, and the Comneni of the present day. 
" l^ese mongrel deecendantE,^ he used to observe, 
" of Greeks, Venetians, and Genoese, had only 
fncked up the fine names of former ages, when 
the real owners dropped off; he wore his own;" 
and s\gaoT Sotiri saw no reason why he should 
not, when he went forth into public, toss his hend, 
swing his jubbee,> like a pendulum, from side to 
tide, and shuffle along in his papooshes, with all 
(he UTS of quality. 

VOL. r. » 
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S ANASTASIUS. 

This worthy man combined in his single person 
the various characters of diplomatist, husbandman, 
merchant, manufacturer, and master of a privateer. 
To be more explicit, he vnts Drogueman^ to the 
French Consul at Chio; in town he kept a silk- 
loom at work ; in the country he had a plantation 
of c^rumi ; ^ he exported his stuffs and fruits to the 
principal sea-ports in the Archipelago ; and, in the 
first R^soah war, he employed all his spare money 
in fitting out a small vessel to cruise agfunst the 
enemy ; — for so he chose to consider the Hus^ans, 
in spite of all their amicable professions towards the 
Greeks. As a loyal subject of the Porte, and an 
old servant of the French government, he felt no 
sort of wish to be delivered from the yoke of the 
-Tnrks; and he looked upon those barbarians of 
thfe North, who cared no more for the Patriarch «£ 
Constantinople than for the Pope of Rome, us little 
better than rank heretics, not worthy of being 
treated even like his silk-worms, which every year 
he got carefully exorcised before their apimuDg 
time. ' I however remember, when a child, some 
buzz in the family, about my father's partner in 
the privateer — an Ispariote reis* — having one day 
made a mistake, in capturing under the rocka of 
Jura a ridi Tuikiah vessel, which he vent and sold 
to the Rusnans themselves, then statkmed at Paros. 
Signor Siitiri shook his head at this intelligence, as 
if he did not approve of the transaction ; and ob- 
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ANASTASIVS. 8 

■erved, *' the less that teas said about it, the better." 
~-I suppose therefore it was out of sheer humanity, 
that he preferred receiving his share of the prize 
moDej, to the steril and barbarous sadsfiaction of 
hiuiging his associate. 

Much improved ic his circumstances trjr this uii> 
toward aondent, my* father would have gtren up 
his interpretership. Be^des rendering faim more 
or less dependent, it was uncomfortable in as for as, 
b^ng very deaf, he never heard what it was Us 
buaness to repeat. But my mother liked the title 
of Droguemaness. She had never heard of the 
necesdty of a Droguemiui reporting speeches as he 
recMved them ; and she reminded her husband hov 
essential the protection of the French misnon might 
be to some of his Greek speculations. 

My' mother was a native of Naxos, and esteemed 
a great heiress in her country. She possessed an 
estate of three hundred piastres a year, clear, ma- 
naged by a ration of her own, M arco Pohu ; very 
wealthy himself, piimate of all the Greek villages - 
of the island, and a very ^^at rogue. 

My l»^hers and sisters,' — and there came, one 
by one, just three of each,->^ contrived to take 
precedence of me at diar birth, and consequently 
throughout ^e whole of their subsequent hves. 
The punctilio of die thing I eJiould not have minded ; 
butj among my countrymen, a fooBsb family pride 
^hmnjta pec^le'fl fortunes in thor lifetime^ in pcn^ 
b2 
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4 ■ ANASTASms. 

tiomag their tlau^ters: the elder aoaa raa away 
witb what remained, and poor Anastauus brought 
up the rear with but an indiflFerent prospect. My 
kind parents, however, determined to make up for 
leaving me destitute at their death, by spoiling me 
aa much as possible during th^ lives. 

My eldest sister (I be^n, as is proper, widi the 
ladies) married a physician of the country, gra- 
duated at. Padua. Robust as a hamal,s and never 
uU her marriage having known a moment's illness, 
Kpiphania seemed to bid defiance to her husband's 
utmost skill in medicine. But she was not proof 
agfunst her own imaginations. Signor Sozimo ex- 
' pressed such constant anxiety about his " dear 
wife's " predous health, and gave her bo much viper 
Jiroth to keep up her strength, that she soon began 
to fancy herself in a bad way ; and died at last of 
the mere apprelien^on of not living. 

My fflsler Roxana, who would have been a 
beauty, but for a scar which she chose to call a 
dimple, at an early age fell desperately in love with 
a Turk ; and, s[»te of all the remonstrances of her 
friends, bestowed ber hand upon this unbeliever. 
Nor was it until the very last of her offended re- 
lations had been prevailed upon to grant her an 
unlimited pardouj that she became cgnsdous of the 
heiiiousness of her crime, and began to feel an un- 
conqueraUe desire to re-enter the pale of our holy 
communion. This slie at length effected, by oeveE 
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ANASTASIUS. 5 

ceaun^ to bewail her apostacy, tiD her husband, in 
disgust, allowed her a divorce. Immediately she 
flew back at once Into the arms of the cjiurch and 
into those of a young Greek, who, an effective in- 
Etrument in her reformation, obliterated every trace 
of her first unhallowed wedlock, by a more ca- 
nonical union. He truly laboured for iJie church ; 
tar he was by trade an agio-graphis, or painter of 
Saints; and connoisseurs esteemed him the Apelles 
ctf'our district, in that line. His spouse sa^ for all 
bis Virgins; and, accordingly as she behaved well 
or iU, he used to paint them handsome or ugly : a 
practice which kept her very much upon her good 
behaviour. She was conceited fd}out her looks, and 
wasted as much pmnt upon her cheeks as tier hus- 
band did upon his canvas; a circumstance, how- 
ever, which produced a striking resemblance between 
the cofnes and the origin^. 

As to my youngest sister, she deemed a two 
years obedience, well or ill performed, to a «ngle 
lord and master, quite trial enough for a woman, in 
this nether world. Her husband dying, she took 
the habit of a caloyera,^ in a nunnery near the de~ 
Kghtfiil district of the Lentiscs. There, the interest 
of her portion, together with the produce of her 
handiwork, enabled her to set up, according to 
the practice of our religious communtlies, an inde- 
pendent establishment ; and to ent^fwi her friends 
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ef both sexes in a manner at once comfortable and 
decorous. 

What shall I say of my brothers f The eldest 
was « loose and dissipated youth. To cure him of 
his extravagance, my father had him nailed to the 
desk of the strictest merchant in Smyrna. The 
eoDsequence was that, instead of the clerk staying 
at home, desk, contents, and all, followed him out 
of doors; till, in a notorious tavern, the well tem- 
pered Brescia blade of a Zantiote captain put an 
end to hb prowess, and saved him the mortification 
of being returned on our hands, as a hopeless 
profligate. Of all the family I felt the most grieved 
for his loss. He had a dark complexion, and a fine 
fximmanding figure. I looked upon Theodore with 
a cert^n veneration, as the prop of the house ; and 
Bad purposed some day to take bim for my model. 

The dove is not more -distinguished from the 
game-cock, than differed from the noisy blustering 
Theodore the sly, demure Eustathius, destined to 
succeed my father in his place of Dn^eman. A 
sleek, smooth-spoken, sanctified lad, with a round 
face and a red and white complexion, Eustathius, 
be^de that little treasure his own dear self, which 
he always kept with the utmost care, valued but 
one other thing in this world, — namely, money. Of' 
this article his good fortune, or rather, his unabatiiig 
perseverance, enabled bim at last, after a long court- 
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■lup, to marry a prodigious heap; encumbered, howv 
ever, with a wary widow its mistrese, who, afler four 
distiiKt refusals, finally condescended to accept my 
brother as her slave, under the name of her husband: 
But the chiuns Eustathius wore were of massy gold ; 
and all He wanted was the pleasure of contemplating 
ihar glitter. 

■ Cmstaotine, my third brother, managed th« &rm. 
This hopeful youtii* only a few years older than 
myself, used to hate me with singular aspeiityt 
I never could understand the cause of this aver^n: 
He was crooked indeed, and I, unfortunately, was 
struct. If this however could be called an ot^nce^ 
eo muty others shared it with me, that he must 
hdve hated nearly the whole human race :— perhaps 
he did. It is true, I much aggravated my crima 
by one day observing, on his talking slightingly of 
the advantages of a handsome person, that " they 
were what none a^cted to despise, except such at 
could not make good their claim to them;"— I 
thought he ^ould have stabbed me. 

AiVer all the rest of the brood had taken wing, I 
remained alone atliomc, to solace my parents. Too 
fond of tlieir favourite to damp my youthful spirit! 
by fitting me for a profesaon, they kindly put off 
from ^y to day every species of instruction,— -pro- 
bably, tJtH I should beg for it ; which my discretioja 
ftH'bade. Unfortunately, nature chose not, in the 
ffoui time, to be equally dilatory with my parent i 
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and from an aqgel of an infant, I became hj 
degrees a great lubberly boy, without any other 
accompli^nient but that of flog^ng my top with 
the lelV hand, while with the right I despatched my . 
sign of the cross : — ^for in some things I understood 
the value of time. My parents, as may be suppoaedj 
were great sticklers for punctuality in every sort of 
devout practice; mass-gmng, oonfesraon, lent ob- 
servance, 8u:. Of moral duties — less tangible in 
their nature — they had, poor souls! but a vague 
and confused Dotioo ; and the criminality of actioas, 
in reference to one's neig;hhour, they taught me 
chi^y to estimate according to the greater or smaller 
risk connected with them of incurring the bastinado 
&om the Turks. As to manual correeti<Mi at the 
hands of my own father^ it seemed so desirable it 
circumstance, from the ample amends my mother 
never failed to make her " poor, dear, ill-used boy," 
that my only r^ret on the subject arose from being 
able to obtain it so seldom. 

Having contented themselves for a reasonable 
number of years with wistfully cont«inplating, the 
Drogueman my active make and well set limbs, aQd 
the Droguemaness my dark eyes, ruddy cheeks, and 
raven locks, — they at last b^an to ponder how Uiey 
might turn these fffts to the best advantage. £oth 
agreed that something should be done, but neither 
knew exacdy what; and the one never proposed 
a |H»fefl^on, which the other did not immediately 
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object to, — till an old relation stepped in between, 
and recDBunended the church, as a never-ftuling 
resource to those who can think of no oUier. My 
Cousin had set ^e example, by making his own 
son a little caloyer at twelve. Prohilnted by the 
T^irks from the trade of a soldier, and by my parents 
from that of a siulor, I myself saw nothing better, 
and agreed to the'proposal. It now became ne- 
cessary to give me a smatteiing of learning, and I- 
was put under the tuition of a teacher of the Hellenic 
language, who assumed the title of logiotatos, and 
only averred himself inferior to Demosthenes, out 
of sheer modesty. My idleness got the better of 
my preceptor's learning and diligence. All the 
gold that flowed from the lips of his favourite St. 
Chrysostom, could not, to my taste, gild the bitter 
|nll of his own tiresome comments; and even Homer, 
much as I hked fighting out of doors, found but an 
indifferent welcome in tlje study. The truth is, I 
had a dislike to reading in the abstract :— but when 
away from my books, I affected a great admiration 
for Achilles ; called him, in reference to Epirus the 
land of my ancestors, " my countryman," and re- 
gretted that I was not born two thousand years 
ago,-for no other purpose but to be his Patroclus. 
In my fits of heroism, I swore to treat the Turks 
as he had ddne the Trojans, and for a time dreamt 
of nothing hut putting to the sword the whole 
Seraglio— dwarfs, eunuchs, and aU. Thrae dreams 
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inj parents highly admired, but advised me not to 
disclose in coRimon. " Just rancour," they stud, 
" gath»s strength by b«ng repressed." — Upon this 
principle they cringed to the ground to every 
Moslemin^ they met. 

The iaclinAtions of the little future papas' ibr 
the church militant, began meantime to appear more 
prominentJy. I had collected a troop of ragamufijns 
of my own age, of whom I got myself dubbed Cap> 
tain; and, having purloined from my uncle, the 
piunter, one c£ his most smirking Madonnas for i 
banner, took the field under the Auspices of the 
Panagia,^ and set about robbing orchards, and lay- 
ing under conUribution the villagers, with all th? 
devotion imaginable. So great was the terror which 
our crusades inspired, that the sufferers durst not 
even complain, except m a body. "Whenever, as 
ehief of the band, I became the marked object of 
animadver«<Hi, I kept out of the way, till my fathrf 
bad pud the damage, and had moreover sued my 
pard<xi for his backwardness in doing so. Once in- 
deed when, tired of ray pranks, he swore I would 
be his ruin, I suggested to him a mode of quietinfif 
his fears, by granting me an unhmited leave of 
absence; and pledged myself not to return till 
doomsday. This was too much for a doting parent: 
Sooner than part with his Anastaaus, he would 
have bribed the peasants befordiand to suffer all 
my future depredations. 
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Thus early disposed, and trained, to the buunew 
of tithing, my father felt a little surprised when, on 
the eve of taking orders, I be^ed to be excused. 
For the first time in his life, agnor Sotiri inmsted 
OD implidt obedience ; but that first time came too 
late. I made it the last, by swearing that if he 
forced me to take the mitr^'" I would clap a turi 
ban over it. He ^Ided, and contented himself 
with quietly asking what I finally meant to do. 
•— '* Nothing,'' was the answer of my heart : but 
the profestdon of diMug nothing requires ample 
means. I therefore pretended a wish to leam trndet 
My father assented, and forthwith wrote to a 
Smyrna merchant of his acqutuntance, to receive 
me into his counting-house. 

Meantime I found an employment for my Insure 
hours, whidi put an end to all childiUi pastimes. 
Signor Sotiri, though, as bdbre mentioned, a littie 
hard of hearing, wanted not fluency of speedi. His 
cvatory had chiefly heea exerted to render his patron 
dumb. He constantly represented to him how ab. 
Bolutely the ^gnity of his station forbade his having 
the least conversation with the natives ; and bow in> 
cumbeot upon him it was, thou^ bom and bred in 
the Levant, to ^ipear not to undca^tand a single 
word of its idioms. By this device, he kept all 
the E^Mechifying to himself; and in truth, with the 
Turks in office, at all times more prone than strict 
politeness permits, to comphment the represenlativet 
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of Christian powers with the titles of " mfidel, 
yaoor," and Chrisdan dog (" and, at this particular* 
juncture, more than usually out of humour, in con- 
Sequence of the Rus^an war,'* this was often the 
only way to save the consular pride from some littfe 
rubs, otherwise unavoidable in the necessary inter- 
course with tJie local government. Hence Mr, de 
M— *— not only never stirred from home without 
his interpreter by his side, but had him constantly 
at his elbow within doors ; and made htm the sole 
channel of his official transactions : a circumstance 
which my father perfectly knew how to turn to the 
best advantage. 

I too, in my capacity as the Drogueman's chief ■ 
as^stant and messenger, was in daily attendance at 
the consular mannon; which proved useful to me 
in one respect, as it gave me en opportunity of 
learning the French language, — and that with the 
greater fluency, from the circumstance of no one 
offering expressly to teach me. The old Consul 
had, between his dignity with the Greeks, and his 
punctilio with the Turks, but little society ; and I 
therefore soon became, by the sprightliness of my 

repartees, a very great favourite. Mr. de M 

not only encouraged me to take a part itl con- 
versation, but would even condescend to laugh 
most heartily both at my witticisms and my prac- 
tical jokes, whenever nnther himself, nor his ser- 
vants, nor his relations, nor his friends, nor hiii 
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prote^, were m the least implicated in them, or 
made to feel the consequences. 

Mr. de M had an only daughter, the blue- 
eyed Helena, the child of Ms old age. Deprived t)f 
the watdiful care of a mother, this lovely ^rl was 
allowed in her father's house an unrestnulied lad- 
tude, and aviuled herself of her privilege with all 
the freedom of unsuspectuig innocence. Her father, 
without being fond of muac, loved the sound of an 
instrument. The daughter had been taught the 
harpsichord ; hut, full of life and spirits, she bated 
the mechanical drudgery pf running over the cold 
clumsy keys of a huge cumbrous fixture, to which 
the performer, she thought, looked like a mere ap- 
pendage. Our liglit portable lyre, which the arms 
encircle so .gracefully, and the fingers seem scarcely 
to touch, she would leam to play upon most readily, 
— could she but find a proper master ! " Who 
more so," thought I, " than the son of the father's 
interpreter f — and forthwith oflered my services. 
Though but a moderate performer, I had the ad- 
vantage of always being at band ; and, without 
being poatjvely either accepted or refused, was 
soon employed. 

Parents ! who do not particularly wish your 
daughters to fall in love with th^ teachers, be 
cautious of admitting under your roof any mu»ic 
masters, except such as are positive aniidotes tQ 
that passion. Where harmony alone is to rule the 
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smse, can souls remun umttaned to eadi othcd"? 
The boy's hand, in guiding the taper fingers of hia 
pupil, vill sometimes make them stray from her 
diords to his heart, and mistake for the vibrations 
of the one the pulsations of the other. The very 
lips of the ffur one, accustomed to re-echo the 
sounds of her teacher's voice, will by degrees re- 
spond to hb feelings; and he who has so many 
means of disclosing lus pasdoti, and of insinuating 
a reciprocal warmth, without any imputation of 
forwardness, or violation of respect, will be more 
anxious to interpret the sounds he uttersj than to 
disavow their sense. 

- For my part, I almost immediately felt my heart 
oD fire, and soon Helena too caifght the consuming 
flame. Nothing could tear us away from each other. 
The duets, h^un in the heat of the day within 
doors, were repeated in thfrcool of the evening oa 
the ebme seat before the house. Si^s interrupted 
the songa ; and when the advandng lught forced 
Helena to retire, her blue eyes looked like droopng 
violets steeped in dew. 

The Coasul had destined his Httle favourite, aa 
soon as arrived at a suitable age, to a rich joung 
Smymiote, nephew to his correspondent He 
dfeamt not of the possibility of her falling in love 
mth a Greek boy, habited in the dress of the coun 
try, and the son of his interpreter. It was rather a 
gratification to him, on se^g u< so much b^i;etlier, 
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to tfunlc that in her solitude lus dariing diild should 
have found the harmless pastime of our coDcerts. 

My &ther saw deeper into the busiiiesa. Had 
he concdived it hkely to end in a marriage, and that 
maniage likely to bring his family any acces^on of 
weight or of fortune, he would, I make no doubt, 
have become as blind as he was deaf; but this he by 
no means thought probable. The old Consul was a 
good deal distressed ; his salary must cease with he 
life, and he had- nothing to leave his dau^ter at 
his death but his consular pnde; — " and with that 
portion," observed my father, " she might indeed 
become a gem of the £rst water in the hands of a 
rich Smyrna merchant, who woidd set her in gcdd ; 
but round our bare necks she could only prove a 
millstone." He therefore warned me against carry- 
ing the intimacy too far. 

His candon came too late The less experience 
my pupil at first brought to her lessons, the more 
rapid was the pr(^;ress she made under my tuition. 
Lovers fullest harmony was struck, almost ere she 
suspected it whispered in our ughs. Indeed, so 
much was she still in the first spring of her in- 
nocence, that she scarce seemed aware that in due 
time blossoms turned to fruits, till taught by ex- 
perience. On this discovery the timid prl at first 
sobbed incessantly; but, by d^rees, persuading 
herself that our attachment, when divulged^ must 
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eod ID our penuaiieDt unkm, she recoverecl a Itind 
of composure, and resolved to let the disclosure 
take ite course ; neither hastening nor j'et trying 
to avert it; and rather rejoicing than dianayed 
that the slim Ferote'^ dress, which belong^, to 
her father's dignity, must betray the secret of im 
villa sooner tlian the ample involutions, of vhich 
our own mora wary females so well know the adr 
vantages. 

I by no means sympathised in this calmness, or 
agreed in these wishes. What the too confidii^ 
Helena looked upon as die harbour in which her 
inquietudes must end, my father had taught me to 
consider as the quicksand on which all my hopes 
must perish. I therefore tried to impress Helena 
with ray utter inability to support her as my wife ; 
and with the expedience of such a timely Gonftsdoa 
on her part, aa should enable the Con^ to saTe 
her honour without my inadequate assistance. 

To the fair one flushed with love, tlie least 
proffer of prudential considerations is an insult. 
Exasperated at my discreet suggestions, Helens 
treated me with haughtiness — with contempt^ 
" When she could bring herself to stoop to my 
lowness, did I fear any sacrifice that raised me to 
her level ?" 

Feelings such as mine could ill brook this taunt- 
ing speech. To be told that I was to consider a* 
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hn honour beyond my deserts, the pennylew hand 
of one whose heart had attested too warmly my 
inerits, — was this to be endured f All the blood t£ 
Achilles rose within me; I ran to the quay, and 
there let it rage in unison with the foaming breakers. 

As long as the Smyrna scheme had remained in 
suspense, I saw an opening through which to escape ; 
but my father'had just received an unqualified re< 
fusal in that quarter. The merchant to whmn he 
applied in my behalf, being acquainted with my 
brother's adventures, felt little anxious ior another 
snoQ of the same hopeful stock. 

This disappointment had soured my father's 
temper, and disposed him to visit on me the sins of 
my brother. Having begun nty education at the 
wrong end, by permitting me every species of lati- 
tude, whenhemight easily havecurbed my licentious 
dispo^tioD, he now gave it the finishing touch with 
equal sogadty, by trying, after my unbridled habits 
had become confirmed, to restrain me even in 
what I considered as reasonable freedom. I now 
was thwarted in every wish, d^jrived of every in- 
ialgaicef — and all this, apparently, &r no other 
fault,- except that from a chubby pratding diild, 
to be hushed with toys and sweetmeats, I had ntA 
IHeverilad myself &om growing into a sJoudiing, 
thonghtfiU yoyth,.who too of^n dentanded a sup^ily 
of'K^ca^. . • -. 

: Sfy' mother, too, was to me an alt«sed woni^ 
vol. I. c 
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Tbe' ipomept I do longer sulnuitted' to'be iEimdle^ 

like A baby* she transferral her affectionfl — agunst 
ftU ruk and precedent — from me to the one smong 
)is, who had neither the chiimB of the youngestj ofx 
' pf th^ eldest, — to Constantine. His bump had erU 
deqtly operated the revolution in his favour; bbt 
whether, by making my mother wish to console him 
for this defect, or, by causing her to con^dw hiin 
as; ei)dowed with an additional perfection, I never 
could determine. Certain it is, that she asedtp 
■gate on im back as she before had done on my fac^ 
until her admiration aometimespat hisownmodea^ 
tt4 the blush. 

Not habituated early enough to filial submisuon, 
I no sooner felt the wdght of parental authority, 
4ian I b^an to question its justiee ; and, able to 
deduce its rights only from the voluntary concesdoa 
of the child, while its feebleness ibreei it to barter 
.obet^ence for food, I considered ita contiiiuance 
beyond that period as an usurpation. Long, there^ 
fore, bad I been meditatiqg to seize some opportunity 
■of eluding the parental yoke, even before I got 
Hitangled lu t^e snares ai love. The wound which 
my mistresB inflicted on my pride added new incen- 
tivea to my de«re of liberty, and, afler her morti. 
fying speet^, the only ^sfa of my mind was txf 
abapdcm father, mother,, mistress, iViends, relati<ma« 
and home for ever. Indeed, no way in which X 
ma^t sever mysejf frwi Het^ta oecvied to ow uoftir. 
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«h«B I conAdimttlM.iMamp of humUi«tuig sdfiab- 
aew wbisb abe had chossi to impriot upon piy coo- 
Auk^. 

■ My brain thug in a ferment, I entered the first 
tavflTD I found iq>en ; and, though by no m^ans 
addicted to iatemperance, drank off draught afler 
diaiight of our strongest wine, till the houe^ in 
the street seemed familiarly to nod to th^ ships ia 
the harbour. . 

. Among theae hitter was a Venetian brig, leady , 
for ita departure. While I sat pondering over my 
^ievances, the evening breeze sprung up, and the 
song of the sailors on hoard marked the heaving of 
the anchor. I accepted it as the summons for putting 
my de^ga into execution. Running out of the 
house, I was soon rowed to the vessel, and reached 
it just as the sails were unfurhng. I t^lered my ser- 
wces to the captain. He had lost half his crew in 
Us laat Egyptian i^u-avan;'* but still would only 
recave me as a simple cabin boy. The office seemed 
little suited to the son of a Drogueman, whose gar- 
Eoent alone, I tliought, should sweep the deck ; but 
it was not a time to bargain, and I submitted. I 
cv^t into the hold among the ballast, until wc 
should be oat of reach of pursuit, and, when inibnned 
of my safety, jumped aloft, and ran to the stem to 
soe what way we had made. 

■ The moon was just rising in all her splendor^ and . 
«4pv of lilveiy Ti^it dwt along the span^^ed vayes, : 

c2 
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The gradually mcreanDg breeze carried us r^HcUy' 
out of the straits of Chio. The cUfierent objects' 
on the shore' — mounttdns, valleys, villages, and: 
steeples — seemed in Swift suc^esuon first advancing 
to meet us, then halting an instant alongude our 
Vessel, as If to greet us on our passage, and lasdy 
flgtun gliding off widi equal speed, — till, launched 
into ^e open main, we saw the whole line of coast 
gradually dissolve in distant darkness. 

Various and oppo^te were the feelings which, as 
I stood contemplating the lu^minous track we left in 
tfaeripplingwave, agitated my bosom: but, whatever 
direction I tried to ^ve to my thoughts, they 
always reverted to Helena. In vain I sought to 
banish from my guilt-struck fancy her upbraiding 
image. As if in mockery of my endeavours, it 
seemed to assume a tangible shape. I persuaded 
myself that I actually saw the pale form of my mis- 
tress, half rising fi-om the boisterous billows, follow, 
with piteous moans, the fleeting vessel, and call back 
her Anastasiiis to her outstretched arms. I wished 
I could have stayed the mighty mass,— could have 
converted the swiftly moving keel, which hurried 
away my person and my fate, into a solid motion- 
less rock; in order to endile the dear phantom ta 
join me, or, at least, in order to have a few instants 
m<Hre to reflect on my conduct, and to retract my 
errors, en the opportunity should pass by ibr ever. 
In vaia !— ^ — I felt as if an uncontrollable force kepU; 
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-impeSliDg me on, — and at ]ast, *' it ie useless," I 
exdmmedy " to contenci I I must yield to my destiny-: 
I must perform the tilings set down for me— be they 
good, or be they evil !" 

As the dawn began to dispel the dark visions <^ 
the night ; as the sun rose in all his glory to pervade 
the blue expanse of the heavens, and the returning 
day ^owed Chio like a faint cloud, floating on the 
utmost verge of the waters, my thoughts assumed 
' a brighter hue, my heart felt the wright which hung 
upon it lightened, and the idea that I now wa^ 
going to explore those distant realms, after which 
T bad yearned so long, filled me with expectation 
■and delight 

Yet even this new joy was mixed with a terror <^ 
its own. At no period of my life had I yet out- 
stepped the narrow pale of my native island, or 
obtained so much as a peep at the nearest objects, 
beyond the straits by which it was bounded. A 
passage to the neighbouring islets seemed to me 
a long voyage. Smyrna had been, in my imagina- 
■Uon, the utmost limit of the habitable globe; and 
as to Eun^, I deemed it to he somewhere not far 
from the antipodes. The unbounded prospect of 
the whtJe wide world bursting all at once upon me, 
struck my young heart with awe ; and the right of 
nothing aroUnd me but strangers, utterly iinknown^ 
tmd indi&rent to my fate, was sad and appalling. 

Soon, however, I was recalled from, these vagui 
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IuhI indistiDct reflecddDs, by feelliigs more dt&uW, 
and more immediately connected tfith my present 
ntuatioD. I Bad scarce closed my eyes, when the 
captun, unwilling that Z should have unpleasant 
dreams^ or any dreams at all, reifiinded me, vMi a 
familiar tap on the shoulder, that it vea time to 
b^n eutung my passage ; and handed me ot^ to 
his crew, to instruct me in my task. Mine were no 
longa indulgent teachers ; and, (torn being tbelittle 
tyrant of my father's domestics, I now found myself 
the dave of every common sailor. While my con>- 
panions — my masters, I should say— sat down to 
thdr mcalfi, I bad to fast ; and when they slept, I 
must watch. Their scanty leavings were my food, 
and it was only now and th^ that I could snatch 
irom my constant toil afew moments of hurried and 
iH^ken rest. Whatever awkwardness I showed was 
followed by immediate blows; nay, it became a 
standing joke of the unfeeling wretches to call me 
to different places at once, that I might in some 
incur the pumshment of unavoidable delay. My 
appeals to the mercy or the justice of my comrades 
were treated with equal derision. 

As I feund it useless to complain, I stified my 
ieelings, and only kept watching an opportunity 
for escape or revenge. This made me particularly 
observant of all the manoeuvi-es cd* the captain; 
some of which seeemed sufficiently strange. At 
limes, for instance, when ost a doud was to be 
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seen in-ithe . *ky, be wmUd pivtaid to expect find 
'WeBth^,.aiid'runrr<v belter under some Itmely 
cliff, whece he seemed more intent upon looking out 
lot BiHnetlung oa the water than in the mr ; and 
tiioHgu he affected vast diapleasure at the unceast 
ing dmnkennesfl of hia crev, t»ie could almost havi 
««(Kii tiiat he put flasks of brandy f urpo^ly lA 
-thi^ nay. 

One ereding, in a prpfbund calm, and while «A 
the s^lors, drunk as fishes, were capering rotmd 
a taD pole crowned with ntj^e, a boat ftill of May- 
oote '* prates, concealed behind the frowning rockl 
t£ AnUparos, stole unpaceived under our stem« 
and climbed up t^ the poop into the cabin. Tha 
master, who just before had gone below on some 
arand, and had been smed in the midst of hit 
huEUiess with a most unaccountable fit of iIoeinngT 
was soon laid hold of, and gagged. All the stand 
of arms; neatly arranged round the room, wers 
next secured; and the pirates, now niihing up 
mairsy eaaly mastered the feir among the »dk>rs 
wbb were ' sl^l aide to stand upm thor legs ; aftei* 
which they had notlung to do but to bind, hands 
aipd feet, die remmnder, lying about the dedc in a 
Mate of perfect insenntHlity. 

Auid^ the getieral iatoxicatipn, I had been kept 
dober by ray gtief, and happened to stand neu: the 
calnn dbor, just when, at the wiodofr of^ibsite, ap^ 
peared the ugly features of the JbnlmoBt of the. 
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Maynotes, ready to slipin. Mj iJgure Ali^^ 
)aa ^gilaDt eye, as be adraitced his bettd ) whei^ 
drawing it ba^k, he put his finge* on &is month, 
Uid ifDwoecl most ftwinidaUe threate, ^uld I- 
disobey the ugn. Tothis I felt not in tb« katt 
inclined. I might indeed, by givisg the tdarm im^ 
■aediatdy, have saved the crewfiom the tetptaia^s 
treadia^ ; but all had used me ill alike. I thin^ 
fis« answered the command by a gesture oi ready 
DunjJiance, and let things take their courae.- 

In the be^nning «F the fray, the pirates affected 
to treat the capt&in very outrageously ; but this 
appearaifce cf enmity soon subsided, and by degrees 
they sat down amicably together, like <Jd friends 
who undfflvtand each other's ways. Having so 
handsomely peribrmed my neutral part in the bua- 
ness, I now was thinking to approach and put in 
my claim, if not for poundage, at least for hush- 
money, — vhea a new ioddent most provokingly 
blew up the well'Conoerted scheme. 

It happened that just at this juncture, the 
bmous Hassan Capdtan-pasha'S was in the aot of 
delivering the Morea from its Amaoot '^ oppressors^ 
Oneofhiscaravellas,^ stationed before Nauplia,'by. 
chance espied our doings, and immediately gave M 
chase. She soon obliged us to bring to t but, instead 
of liberating the vessel, treated her as a lawfiil 
piije. It is true that, while the Turks tied the 
j^tes back to back, they only handculFed the real 
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of boa cre>r. . -X-hu waa poeUcal justice dealt out 
to aU, except myidfi and tbu9 wu I, hs{d«n 
Greeki compeUed* in the apace of &ur days, Id 
bear the ;c^e of four difiaent natioiB— Frendi* 
Venetiu», Majuotee, and Turks. Whether I 
ffintd'hy the last change, or onlj fell fitom 
Charybdis upon Sc^Uo, I can obIj rdate a&er I 
have pnemised a short account of the celebrated 
expediliotif which I was ao unexpectedly niade ta 
KitiKMk 



D,o,i,7.<i.,Googlc 



ANABTASIGA 



CHAPTER II. 



' br the first vax betveen the Rusnatu and th» 
l^irks, the most o&tilr&l proceeding for Riisaft 
mnild have been^ to attack Turkey from its southenl 
frontier. There the two countnes jcHoed: — th^ 
most 8iir]HifDng was, to send an ormanient fimn its 
noithera eztrenuty, whence the irtiole drcumference 
of Europe .must be suled round, ere Turks and 
Muscovites could meet. This latter, therefore, was 
the measure preferred : and the Russian fleet had 
passed, in its progress, a whole winter at Leg- 
horn, ere its commanders were determined in what 
part of Turkey to strike the first blow. The 
Greeks decided the question for the avengers they 
expected. A few turbulent Codgea-bs^iees ' of 
the Morea, fearing the ladi of their Turkish go- 
venior, sent to the Rusuan <a)mmanders a forged 
plan of insurrection, as one akeady <»-ganiaed i and, 
on ^the return of the deputation, employed the 
promise of Russian asastance thus fraudulently 
obtained, to produce the .commotion, which they 
had described as already on the point of breaking 
out Th«r labour was as^sted by the Turks them- 
ttHves. Suspecting a plot against their tyranny,. 
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these jjunllammouB Oppressors ected like men wlMh 
from the very fear of a predpice, plunge beadliHig 
davn ic In their panic they mosBftcred a whole 
troop of Zaccuniote peuants, peaceaU; returning 
.from a fair at Fatjraaf vbbm they mistook for aa 
brmy of rthdi marching to attack them. The cry 
of rerenge nor icsowided &om all quartov ; and 
when therefore, in the vpting o( 1770, the Rusnaa 
fieet cast anolKH' in (he bay of Vituh^ its coil»* 
manders vere e<^erly received by the bishops of 
Laoedmum* and o( Christianoptdis, followed by 
Greeks of all, descriptions, who only b^tid aa a 
favour, po-misetOQ to eoBst dnder the Rusnan ban- 
ners. Fair ad seemed this beginning, the understand 
ing between the two nations was shwt-Iived, Tha 
Greeks expMted the Russians alone to wcomfrfidL 
the whole task of thar deliverance. The Rusnans 
had laid ihw account with « powerful coK^teratiim 
oa the part of the Greeks. Ea^, alike dinq^ 
pointed, threw on the other the whole Idatns sf 
every failure. Their squabbles gave large troops 
of Amaoots time to pour ftom every neighbouring 
pcdnt of Roumili into the peninsula; and lim 
Rus^an commanders, seong all chance of success 
vaniA in that impronnsing quarter, Bfflled higher 
up the Archipelago,— leaving the Moreotes to 
their &te, and carrying away no other &uits of tbd 
momentary «mtact of Greeks and Russiane, but an 
increase of ranoour between the two natitntt ;■' ■■. t otf 
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miariy allied in faith, not to feel to each other the 
most cordial avernon. 

The ferocious ntoiintaineers of Alhania, who, - 
:undet the name of Amaoots, form a chief part «€ 
4he forces of the Othoman empre, and of the body- 
-guard of its various Pashas, present in th^ lugged 
Snd yet colourless countenances the greatest pos^ 
icnble contrast to the regular features and rich com- 
pleKions of the Greeks. In the f^th of the two 
nations, the difference is less marked. Wavering 
for the most part between Christ and Mohammed, 
the worrfup of the Arnaoots is generally determined 
by the master whom they serve ; and many of those 
who, on th« spmf of pay and plunder, came to 
assist the Moreote Moslemen agiunst the Christianst 
themselves professed the Christian fiuth. Their 
total number was computed at about twenty thou- 
sand ; and when their work was achieved, they 
demanded their wages. The money was wanting^ 
or at least lie pay was withheld. This furnished 
them with & plausible pretence for disbanding^ on 
the Bpot, and paying themselves by pillaging the 
coQntiy. Some, after laying waste the villages^ 
drove the ii^f^itants before them like herds of cat- 
de, thlrough the derwens or defiles that guard th^ 
.^trance of the peninsula, and thus regained, with 
Uieir new slaves, thedr native mountiuns. Otherd 
remaiited siadonaiy in the Morea:— by installing 
themselves in the houses and lands of. the Greeli 
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iKosan^, deprived ^e stnl <^ its huBbandmen,- 
and the Turks of their subjects ; and at last, findingr 
XM more rayahs' to oppress, turned their violence 
against the Moslemen themselves, and treated like 
the vanquished those whom they had come to 
defend. 

. Nine fbllowiug years -had seen eleven different^ 
governors arrive, one after the other, v'lih the most 
peremptory instructions to exterminate the banditti,, 
and agiun depart without succeeding; some for 
vant of sufiiaent force to repress thrar oii^agte; 
others, it is siud, for want of sufficient resolution to. 
resist their bribes. At last the Porte sent Hassan. 
By birth a Perwan, by the fate of war a TurkUh. 
slave, by chrace received among the recruits yearly 
E^sed at Smyrna for the Barbary powers, and byi 
bis own merit advanced to the rank of ForC^adnural. 
of Algiers, Hassan-bey became in a short time att 
variance with the Dey. Justice was so entirely ool - 
bis side, that prudence urged his immediate flight. 
AAer many Wanderings, he found a patron at Con.^' 
stanlinople in the famous Raghib, Grand Vister^. 
unda* two successive Sultans, and who yet baa. 
been permitted to die in his bed. In the mcmo< 
table battle which the Bussians, ailer abandoning! 
the Morea, gave the Turks in the stnuta of. 
Cfaio, be commanded the admiral-ship of thet 
Turks, which was attacked by that 'of the Ru»-. 
nails, while the two commanders, Ehasum and. 
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Orioir, bulb 'with equal pjrudenee k^ olpof fitnn 
the £ght' FreFented by hia inatructioHiB from 
anmocffii^ Hassaa to^ed hU ship oa iu kbcIkws, 

boarded the Rusaan veaaei, aod only, vben both 
hulks hlown up. together, Ini^ed their wreo{» in 
the sky, sought his safety in the sea, and swaffl 
flefaore. The Sultaa, seeing his navy annihilated, 
md his pareoD threateoed iu his Son^io by a fleet. 
from the Baltic, aov named Hassan his Capita^- 
pasha, — and was saved^ 

: At Ha psMe, this comiminder exerted bims^f to 
fimn a new navy, and to introduce among ^e 
Turks as much of European tactics as th«r preju- 
dices could bear. He had not very soon an op- 
portunity to try the e^ct of his improvements 
against a foreign enemy ; but, in an em[»re so ex- 
tensive ai that founded by Othman, when age has 
anfeeUed its head, some distant esls'emity will 
always refuse obe^enoe, and call for. compulsory 
measures. Hassan constantly found disturbances 
-to quell in some qoarter. In 1776, he made the- 
Anb Dahep— usurper i^the sovereignty of Acre- 
atone with his life lor the league he had formed ~ 
irith the Egyptian rebel Aly. The year ftdlowiBg 
he punished Daher''8 sons fat oontinB«g their 
fiitfanr''8 idjellion ; and finally, in 1779, he received- 
the Sultsn> orders to expel fmn the Mofea. tba 
refractOTy Arhaoots. Already was his aitny ea- 
candled in the plains of Argoe^ when aa» ofv ths 
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Wav^aS (^ ha tk^ stationed in the Bay of 
^aufdict, ooDTeyed our mixed party to thst port, 
vhere with my companions I was — unceranonioudy' 
enouj^i — «towed amy fiv the nig^t under a. strong 
guacd in a crazy bam ) wimdering what was to be- 
9vr fate the next nmning. 

. The place of our confinement had long been the- 
iindistorbed domun of swanna of musquitoes, whsi 
igiuxaot of our unwillngness to trespass on tiieir^ 
premisee, seemed detennined to resist the encroach- 
ment to the utmost. The constant huZBing and. 
sdngB of these troublesome insects wouB aton&' 
have sufficed to deprive us of all chance of repose, 
even hod we not been so closely p^red, through 
means of good stout rc^)es, eacli with a companion 
by no means of his chtuce; whmce the blows whkh 
each int<9ided fw his winged enemies, in general 
<^ly fell upon his pinioned assodate. Excusea in- 
deed ft^wed tbe undengned offitnce, but wen of 
little use in oomponng us to sleep. My otiier, but' 
not my better half, in this forced unimi, seemed' to- 
tw the pei«on most endowed with philosc^ibic te*; 
Vgnadm of our whde party. On my throwi^; 
9Ut a few Mnta respecting the inconvenience of' oar 
bedcjiainber, he a$aured me that I waafastidiDus}^— 
be had often seen worse Bpartments, and witboot 
the comfort of so much good company. ~:Thi8ex> 
ated ray corioai^ ; and, obsenring that it was im-. 
yflaaMe to. thank WaleaiHng, Icntreated my patient 
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fivnd t6 fevour mie mtlf th^ destaiptiotf of BODte of 
t}to9& haMtaUoii!!, comparedvith wfaicb our present 
abode was such a foxy palace. 
■. " And so you wish," he cried," to know my 
adveotmcs ? — ^Well J and wl»y not ? You a» young,, 
and seem of a promi^ng disposidon. My example 
end my precepts cannot fail to beo^t your inex- 
pafienc^ and I will therefore tMa once do violence 
to my natural modesty, in order to gratify your 
Tisb &xt iastniction. What in iaict is the use of 
great achievements, but to tell them ? Only let me 
entreat that your feeling heart may not be too deeply 
touched by the distressing tale of my ill-rewarded 
virtues. 

" My eariy years," continued the person with 
whcMn I was any thing but in t^te-A4ite, " offer 
nothing remarkable. They were spent in the in- 
glorious occupation of cultivating my paternal soil. 
I thought it rather hard upon me that, whether I' 
sowed my field or let it lie fallow, and whether if- 
was I that reaped its produce or the locusts, the 
waywode' should equally exact the same enormous 
yearly tithe, should look upon the destruction of 
my crops by hail and tempests as the mere effects 
of my owir nuiHce, and should seize upon my in- 
struments of husbandry, in order to make me more 
industrious. I thought it harderstiir that, on hear^ 
ing bow the ccvtflagration of my hovel bad consumed' 
dl myharatsh tickets' for ten yeusback, heiiioBl^ 
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depun^ the whole nm], alnady pnd, over aguni 

and I UtOfigl^t.U Jufd .Wfopd all bearing iihea, 
having gone abroad tQ.aqiipe tpgptber the m<»if)y 
e ^ a^ t e d by my t^xmtt . 1 found, oo coning heme 
ogaii^ my little pMiimo^y ooDfisoated to hi» ptofit. 
as a pumdymeiit £» abajjdoning that to which I 
. returned. In' my rage, I BuQg myself oa the 
ground ; with my teeth gnawed the earth, that X 
might at least carry away some morBcl of my |>atei^ 
Dal inhentaoce; and swore to make erery Mpham> 
medan I pould lay hands on, however innocent, pay 
for the murderous way wode. 

" This badi brought me good fortune. I suc- 
ceeded in saciificing several victims to my just 
resentment ; and, or I chose by preference such a% 
being in good drcumstancea, had most to lose, I 
always made a point ofretaining what I found about 
them, leBt other Mussulmen should profit by my 
perftHiiuuce. 

*' Steadfast attention to this particular ffne Bty 
task a double interest. The only individual whom I 
admitted to share with me, was the magistrate of the 
district; .«[cept, of course, where he himself faapr 
pened to be the person Btopped. Justice was mucli 
the gainer by this proceeding. Instead of the usual 
pnwess of han^g a single wretch, the CadeeT ga. 
Dorfdly fined the whole community, for not bciqg 
able' to produce the offender. ' 

'< I hod a distant cousin at Zonte, — the flo^ver of 

TQL. I. D 
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tbe taimiy, asd ao mnch adnrired by aH raoks for 
his btav^^, that people used to cfflvteod for his 
assistaDce hi settliDg tbdr afl^rs of hoaefW. The 
noUenesB of his seniiteeiits equalled hie coun^. 
He ohIj killed, as it were, to oblige his &ie&ds; 
and BO nice woehis feelings, wh»« his t^ractcr WM 
concertied, that on being paid oatr day beAnehuid 
by a certain nobleman, to Chastise Efnotiher s|mg of 
noUSitj, and, on mature deliberatioiij thinking the 
reward too ample for the service, lie despatched his 
nranoutrightjandsoquietedhifiscniplesjtothe great 
delight and surprise of his emjJoyer. But these 
too dinnterested sentiments at htst Obliging him to 
qtdt 2^te, ni^ere mait ^dtes eavy, he oame aad 
jiHned me at Patraa. From that penod we only 
went out in search of adventures t(^;ether, like 
Theseus attd Piiithous, Orestes and. Pylades, and 
aQ the othor worthies of old, whom my coudn bad 
at his fingers' ends ; — and astonishing was the nuU' 
ber of monsters of wbi<^ we nd the world, not only 
abovb ground but tinder : for one ni^t, ia a cellat> 
we killed half a dozen Arnaoots, lying dead drunk 
oa the spoils of our country; and that, without 
bny body the next cby being &ie wiser, <»■ thinking 
but that die scoundrels had done the d^eed them- 
vetves, in a frokc Never did we take a fellow's 
booty, whom we did not also rid of a life, become 
worthless to him. To do oth^wise Would have been 
UmptlDg Providence, tthd was against ttty oath. "My 
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coDBcience beiog thus kept dear of piemedUated Bio, 
and my nand regularly unburtlieQed, by confeBsion, 
of unmtentional ofifeuces, I contiaued to prosper, 
until justice, eatirely disregardjng gratitude, chose 
m^iously to tum against me. In disgust, I juned 
same Sulcigootes, who, with the help of Algecioe co- 
lours, Avoided some awkwardness in taking christian 
Tessels. I myself had now begun to consider religious 
prejudices asunwortbyofalJberainut)d,aBdtoview 
all men as equal before God. What right b«d I 
to indulge in partialities founded upon, m^ own 
&llible judgment P— On this foinciple I no longer 
made a dil^^nce between Tur^ bbA Christians, 
and most conseientieusly treated both alikQ. Still, 
such is the force of habit, that I o^ I silwayB ffjlt a 
paeticular zest in ^p^R^ an heretic. To this 
moment my mouth waters at the thoughla of the 
broad-btrtttaned Holhmder, full of the richest spue 
and dainties, which I o«e hdped to unkwd. Its 
crew had oot — the reprobate wretches ! — a ?mgle 
image of a saint on board ; and acqordiogly th^ 
oaky went, with the wind right astern, at the rate of 
two knots an hour ;' but the idols^ ^ their beast 
seemed to be their short Wack ppes. Eve? whea 
chucked into the sea, they still kept puffii^ o% 
as hag as their fat dieeks ranained above wates, 
Their cargo set me up for a while, until fresh mis* 
fortunes 1^4 back the way to my old trade. Th» 
ffieatest liece-*^ ai luck I reiilKw to huve baw 
. dS 
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my partnership with our presmt captun. Had I 
foreseen the bungler he would prove, I should have 
carried my wits to a better market. But no matter 1 
^The most laudable intentions are sometimes 
defeated^ and a little rub disconcwta not Psaayoti." 
Hig^y ecUfied with the inddents of this worthy 
man*B histoiy, and still more with his candid and 
unassuming manner of relating them, I almost re- 
gretted that the dawn should so soon, tiut>u^ die 
chinks of the wall, break in upon his artless and 
unvarnished tale, to announce a ^>eedy change of 
scene. In fact, a lew moments after, the doors of 
our saloon were thrown open, and our party called 
out to be formed into marching order. The se- 
parate pairs, strung together, by means of a good 
thick rope running between them, into a connected 
body oi small width but handsome length, were 
thus made to add to the beauty of distinctness of 
parts, that of unity of whole ; and, all set in motion 
by the ample mechanism of a luck, bestowed in 
the rear of the foremost pur, immediately ad- 
vanced, guided by a few spahees befm-e, whil^ 
others followed behind. Argos was the place 
of our destination, and in less than four hours 
our column reached Hassan's camp. Not only 
all the troops of (he province had flocked round 
the commander's standard, but several Greeks 
even had obtiuned permisnon to join the Turks 
against those veiy Amaoots whom, some years 
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bdbre, die Turks had cftltad in to save them from 
the GjKtks. 

I had nerer Been an encampment, and the novel 
and s^king sight ^Morbed all mj faculties in 
aAonubment «ad awe. I thought I beheld forces 
sufficient to subdue the whcje world; and I knew 
not which most to admire, the endless clusters of 
tents, the enormous piles of armour, and the rows 
of threatening cannon, whidi I njet at every step, 
or the troops of well mounted spahees,^ who, like 
daad^g meteors, darted by us on every side, amid 
clouds of stifling dust. The very dirt with which 
the nearer horsemen bespattered our humble troop 
seemed to me impo^g; and every thing upon 
which I cast my eyes, gave me a feeHng of 
nothiagness, which made me shrink within my- 
self like a sntul in its cell, I envied not only 
these who were destined to share in all the glory 
and success of the expedition, but even the meanest . 
follower of the camp, as a being of a superior order 
to myself; and, wheti suddenly there arose a loud 
fl<iurish of trumpets, which, ending in a concert of 
cymbals and other warlike instruments, re-echoed 
in long peals from all the surrounding toount^ns, . 
the clang shook every nerve in my body, thrilled 
me to the very soiU, and infused in all my veins a 
species of martial ardour so re^stless, that it made 
me struggle with my fetters, and try to tear them 
asunder. Proud as I was by nature, I would have 
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knelt to wboever had offered to libravte nj lim'be, 
ood to arm my hands with a sword or a battte-axe^ 
The tamult of my senses had not yet subdded, 
when, leaving thp camp on our ri^t, fte were 
ushered into the «ourt of a miall habitation, in the 
town of Argos, to undergo an interrogatory ikaa 
Hassan's Drogueman. We weated a good while 
before Ae genUewan came. At last be anired, 

Hov indely things often differ in reality, that bear 
the same names ! In the Drogueman of the Capitan- 
Fasha, I bad figured to myself a personage nearly 
of the same stamp with the consular interpreter at 
Chio, who bad the honour of being my father. I 
might as well have compared s wren to an eagle. 
The individual of the Tngiumanic genus befere 
whom I now stood, came with the state of a little 
piince, and seemed siurounded by a nuniature court 
of his own. When he spoke, his attendants only 
answered in a whisper : at bis lightest commuids 
tbey fiew as if the fate of the «n[nre were at stake ; 
and when be smiled at a joke of hie own, they all 
shook with lau^ter. As his movements w«e 
abrupt and rather eccentric, it was amu^ng to see 
them Bcampa: atW him, trying to keep dose to his 
heels, and not to be thrown out of thdr ranks by his 
sudden vagaries. 

From what cause it so happened I know not, 
but the moment this great man addressed our cap* 
titaf wbo stood first and -foremost of '«ur trinp, hi* 
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eye fell Upon me, thoi^ ape c^ tbe very laqt in 
- the cc^umn ; ead ftota lluit tune forirsrd he never 
more ch^sged the object of his atteotioo. For the 
space of half a seoond or so, aidee^, he might glance 
at the intervening ui4iTi(iuals vhom he successively 
interrogated ; but, uniformly, af^r addresnng tw 
Of three wwds to th^, his eyes again hc^an to 
wander, to seek somethmg fifrther off, and, wbea 
they had found me, they fixed themselves with their 
form^ ste^d&stnesa upon my humble person. My 
buuness was to have lodked respectfully away from 
so exalted a personage, or to have modestly dropped 
my eyelids, as if I durst not encount^ his sub- 
lime aspect. Sut this I att^npted in vain. As 
if wider & fk^wuttjon, I scarce could keep myself 
&om gazipg chi bim, with the same steadiness with 
which he per^evenn^y eyed me. I felt as if my 
iittuje fa^ w^ to depend upon his nod. 

At last caipe my turn to ^ak. Questiimed 
respecbog my Urth, paceatiige> country, cause of 
absence fn^ home, and other to^cs, I told my 
Uttle tale with tollable eaae as well as veracity ; 
aod my.«aodoiu- particularly shone in my strictures 
on th^ captiun, who had not perhaps yet bad so 
imp(lrt^f^^ ^md SO observaut a- biographer. My i«- 
ratal amused tts noble auditor, and when fin^ied: 
" You hltle Greek rascal,'" exclaimed the Drc^e- 
manj '* you wiU corrupt, all ^ese worthy Romai^ 
QMhplKa,:if I leav^e ypu among t^efA; 99 I'll ke^ 
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you herty and let than go home, to swing on St 
Mai4t*E after their own fa^ion." With this coin- 
plitnent my companions were dismissed, they 
slunk away, mutteriug some curses, which, und«r 
the Drogueman's mighty wing, I could afibrd to 



Mavroyeni belonged to the most distinguished 
family in' the island of Faros. He had Irom a child 
felt a sjnrit too expannve tamely to brook the te- 
strunt of his confined birthplace. The restlessness 
of his temper was increased by the predictions of a 
priest of Sant'Irene ;— one who foretold so mudi, 
that it was impos^ble but something now and tb^ 
must fall out as he predicted. Fixing his eyes (m 
, the little Taooshan :» " Young man," cried he, as 
if inspired, " briUiant willjhe thy career; but may 
thy end be happy !" The first part of this twofold 
oracle gave an additional stimulus to the youth's 
ambition, thf latter a new motive to his parmts 
for checking its sallies: but, like other predicdone, 
the one in question at last worked its own accom- 
plishment. When Hassan Capitan-Pasha made the 
harbour of Drio the summer station of his squadron, 
in its yearly cruise through the Archipelago, young 
Mavroyeni threw himself so frequently in his way, 
so anxiously implored his Accepting on entertainraent 
from hiB father, and so successfully paid his court 
during the feast, as to obtain from the Fasha 
dw promiK of his protection at Constantinople. 
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Upon this he immediately w«it fcath, plung^ 
beadlcmg'inlo all ihe iotngues of the Faaar, "' and, 
through his ovrn dexterity, and the patronage of the 
High>Adminil, in less than three years supplanted 
Argiropoli, the old and long respected Drogueman of 
the navy. He soon contrived to give his new aitua- 
tkm an importance which it never yet had known. 
Former Sroguemen were nothing more than inter- 
preters and spokesmen, even to the most imbedle 
and stupd of commanders. To the most energetic 
and quicksi^ted of Pashas whom the Turkish navy 
had yetobeyed, Mavroyeni became an adviser and a 
friend. The lion at whose roar Moslemen trembled, 
showed with the subtle Greek the meekness i^ a 
lamb ; and even when, informed of his interpreter's 
unlawful transactions, Hassan for a moment felt his 
oDger rise, and swore hewould cut off the head that 
thus mocked his commands, Mavroyeni's appear- 
ance was sufficient to turn his master's wratli into 
comphicency, and to draw down new favours on 
that head just devoted^ to irrevocable destruction. 
Every outrage of Mavroyeni's on the laws and on 
the habits of the-Turks, only seemed to increase his 
influence with his patron ; and the Greeks, still as 
prone as of old to ascribe each strange ^ect to some 
supernatural cause, ceased wondering at the Drogue, 
man's. sway, only to wonder at the drugs of which 
he ctHnpossd his philtre. 
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CHAPTER III. 



IReceited amoitg the suite of this impwtarat 
Ter^uman,' 1 was soon made to exchange my 
miserable taired jacket, for the ample beneeali^ of 
fineet broadcloth, the first mark of-my proraotiiv; 
hut I could not help regretting the loss of my 
" raven" locks, indifierently replaced, in my t^umon, 
by aclumsycalpack' of short black Iambus wooL I 
gw0K I would some day, cost what might, doff my 
uncoBth head-dress for one of those smart turbans 
of gUt Isncade, woni with such a suicy air artx 
one ear, by the Paslia''s Tshawooshes;^ —gentle^ 
men who were seen every where, lounging about M 
if they had nothing to do but to di^lay liu^ 
handsome legs, theor vests stiff with gold laoe, and 
their impudent bullying &oes.' 

I had ciHifidently expected that my first iqipren* 
ticeship in my new service would have been to the 
use of the carbine and the sabre. Great, thereftwe, 
was my mortification when, instead of learning to 
shoot an enemy, or to cut down a rebel, I had to 
jH'actise carrying a coffee-pot, or presenting a jupe : 
and once, when a young fdlow attendant di^^yed 
bis wit in jokes on my awkwardness, I got into sudi 
a passion, that I thrust the lighted j»pe head fore- 
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tnost into lus grinning mouth, anA maie his pert 
tongue smart for its petulance. An c^ish, nrild 
looking maxi, a privileged domestic, vho, bavng 
served out his time, now acted as a «ort of pedogt^e 
to the new comers, hereupon took me aside. 

" Listen, young man,^ said he, " whether you 
Hke it or not. For my own part, I have always 
had too much indolence, not to make it my study 
throughout life rather to secure ease than to labour 
for distinction. I have therefore avoided cherish* 
ing in my patron any outrageous fondness far me, 
wMch would have increased my dependence while 
it lasted, and exposed me to persecudon on wear* 
ing out : — but you, I see, are of a different mettle: 
i therefore may ptnnt out to you the surest way to 
that more perilous hqght, short .of which your 
ambition, I doubt, will not rest satisBed. When 
you hove compassed it, you may remember old' 
Demo, if you please. 

" Know first that all masters, ev^i the least 
lovable, like to be k>ved. All wish to be served 
from adection rath«: than duty. It flatters their 
pride, and it gratifies their selfishness. They expect 
from this personal motive a greater devotion to their 
interest, and a more unlimited (^>edience to tJ^r 
coamiKods. A master looks upon mere fideUty in 
tna servant as his due ; — as a thing scarce worth his 
thanks : but attachment he conudera as a qob^^ 
mant to liis merit, and, if At all g^erous, he wUl 
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reward it with liberality. . Mawoy^ is more open 
than aoy body to tl>U species of {lattery. Spate it 
not therefore. If he speak to you Jciadly, Jet your 
face laighten.up. If he talk to you of hia own 
affiurs, though it should only be to dispel the 
tedium of handing over all day long other tnen''B 
thoughts, hsten with the greatest eagerness. A 
single .yawn, and you are undone I Yet let not 
curiosity appear your motive, but the dehght only 
of bmg honoured with his confidence. The more 
you appear grateful for the least kindness^ the 
oilener you will remve important favours. Our 
ostentatious Drogueman will feel a pleasure in 
nu^ng your astomshment. His vanity knows no 
bounds. Give it scope therefore. When he comes 
home choking with its suppressed ehuUitions, be 
th^r ready and patient receptacle : — do more ; dis- 
creetly help him on in venting his conceit; provide 
him with a cue ; hint what you heard certain people, 
not knowing you to be so near, say of his capadty, 
hiBnierit,and his influence. He wishes to persuade 
the world thai he completely rules the Pasha. Tell 
him not flatly he does ; hut assume it aa a fact 
of general notmiety. ' Be neither too cuidid in 
your remu-ks, nor too fulsome in your flattery. 
Too palpable deviations from fact might appear a 
iatire on your master's understanding. Shoujd 
some disappointment evidently ruffle his temper, 
appear not to concave the ponulnlity of lus vanily 
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having received a mmtificatum. Pres^^e the exact 
tnedium between too cold a respect, and too pte- 
sumptnous a forwardnesa. However much M»- 
vroyeni may caress you in private, never seem 
quite at ea«e with him in public A master still 
hkes to remain master ; or at least, to appear so to 
others. Should you get into some scrape, w^t not 
to confess your imprudence, until concealment be^ 
comes impossible; jior try to excuse the offence. 
Ra^er than that you should, by so ddng, appear 
to make light of your guilt, exaggerate your self, 
upbrudings, and throw yourself entirely upon thfe 
Dioguemata's mercy. On all occasions take care 
bow you appear cleverer than your lord, even in 
the splitting of a pen : or if you cannot avoid ex- 
celbng him in some trifle, give his o^^n tuition all 
the credit of your proficiency. Many things be will 
dislike, only because diey come not from himself. 
Vindicate not your innocence when unjusdy re- 
i)uked : rather submit for the moment ; and trust 
that, though Mavroyeni never will expressly ac^ 
knowledge his error, fie will in due time pay you 
for yoiu* forbearance.^ 

As it was not a single yawn with which I 
answered this long speech, good old Demo vouch- 
safed to spare me its sequel ; but, though I thanked 
not my adviser, I took care in due time to profit by 
bis advice, 

Mavroyeni's situation subjected him to a spedes 
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bf-persecution which almost balaced the pleasine— 
great as it was— of beholding the proudest Aga» t^ 
-the coantry daily cnnge at his levee, perhaps more 
lowly than at that of the Pa^ia himself. I.t was the 
anDoyonce of bang visited by all his own lelatioos 
and kindred, (raca every bl^d of the Archipelago, 
lar or near, large or smaJL He had not, in the re- 
■motest comer of the Levant, a cousin in the Mieth 
degree, known or unknown, whoa the fame of hia 
favour dtew not out of his den to Argos, for the 
purpose of sharing in the good things which it was 
supposed the Drcgueman bad notliing to do but 
to ^ve for the asking ; and relationships, b^ore 
dormant or wholly oblit^ated, were-now brought 
to light, and supported by oral and written proof, 
80 as sometimes absolutely to confound my tHkt 
ea«Iy Bta^;ered master. — Nor could t^ese a»xioits 
kinsfolks and friends be made to comprehend why 
the particular time when Mavroyeni went forth 
into public, or was surrounded by his whole court) 
«boqId not be the very best for bustling up to 
their cousin, and roaring out their claims, or re- 
minding him of their former intimadee. AH day 
long they beset the Drogueman*s door when he was 
at home, or lay in ambush for him when he vent 
out ; and so great became at last the persecu- 
tion, that at every new disembarking of passengers 
at Nauplia, he used to be seized with a fit of the 
«gwe- 
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was St first Tohinteerri aa an extraordiiuuy &at, is 
SDoD swigned as an every da; task. I oBce hap- 
pened to dismiss <H]e of these troublesome viutors 
too dexterously; and from that time it became my 
regiilw office. The appoiatment, it is true, could 
Bot have been in better hands. Without troul^^ 
the Drogueman for particular instructioDa, or an< 
□oying him with awkward messages, painful to the 
(lelicac^f of a man, who would rather have been 
thought <Hily idhed to Jove, whenever a new face 
presented itself at the door, I knew at once by its 
eat and dimenaons whether it could conveniently be 
suffered to pass the threshold, or not ; and when I 
£>und it ^tber too long or too wide, or too red or 
too shining, or otherwise inadimsslble or questiona- 
ble, I resolutely defended the pass committed to my 
care, was as formidably repulsive as Cerberus him- 
self,' and minded not even a little scuffle in the cause : 
sure of never bdng taxed by my master, for disro- 
^ct to hb blood. Hence it happened that once 
or twice, on the Dn^eman's expressing a fear that 
certiun of these visitors might call, I had the plea- 
sure to in&rm him that they had call^, and would 
call no more ; after which, whenever a stranger waa 
announced, the answer, " let Anastasius go to him," 
was quite sufficient to explain the reception he was 
to meet with, and the way in whldi his importuc^ 
ties were to be treated. 
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By thus anticipftting my master^s Bentunenta, I rose 
to such a degree of favour, that often, after having 
io public caused' Turks of the highest rank to stare ' 
at his haughtiness, he would in private put his hunu 
ble Cafedjee' in no fear but from his excess of fa- 
miliarity ; for frequently it left me almost unable to 
bear in mind the old preceptor'a caution, and to re- 
fnuo ft*om overstepping my station. One evening, 
after other conversatioD, " Anastasius," s^d the 
Dn^ueman, " I told the Pa^a to-day what a grace> 
less stripling I had picked up. He will see you to- 
mmrow." 

A pCTSon so terrible as this Pasha, and who so 
filled the world with the mere /&ound pf his name, 
must, I thought, equal Homer's heroes in size. I 
estimated his stature at the least at eight feet; and 
accordingly, when ushered into his presence, k^»t 
looking up at the ceiling, until I nearly fell over a 
little man squatted on the floor, whom I only re- 
cognised by the commotion my heedlessness excited, 
as the formidable Hassan. I know not whether the 
Fasha felt nettled at the abruptness of my approachy 
orhad been discomposed before; but whoi, ready to 
unk'tnto the ground with dismay, I stepped back to 
repur my blunder, and kiss the hem of his.garment, 
he no more heeded me than the dust of his feet which 
I brought to my forehead. Mavroyeni soon per- 
caved that the moment was inauspicious, and made 
me a ^gn to withdraw. I immediately slunk away. 
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There is a something in my nature which revolts 
at every act of humiliation performed towards a 
fellow creature. Nothing but the extreme kindness 
of Mavroyeni could reconcile me to my servile situa- 
tion ; and his indulgence had made me expect equal 
caresses from Hassan himself; '* I only stoop," 
thought I, wjiea appealing before him, " to rise the 
higher." But when I found myself left in the dust 
in which I had been cringing, without gaining any 
thing by my suhmisuon but a contemptuous look^ 
how deep in my heart sunk the mortification! Scarce 
could I contain myself while hurrying out of the 
room. On the very threshc^d I burst into a flood 
of tears. 

Fresh constnunt, however, soon again became ne- 
cessary. My fellow attendants, to whom I had been 
boasting of my summons, were all waiting in a'Yow, 
to know the result of my viat. Lest its luckless 
termination should make them too happy, I bad to 
convert my sobs into smiles, at the in^pressible 
graciousnesB of my reception. - 

The principal tribe of the rebellious Amaoots, 
the Beckiarees, established to the number of about 
ten thousand in the very capital of the Morea, kept 
its governor, Mehemet Pasha, as some supposed, a 
willing prisoner. Hassan, ere he engaged in actual 
hostilibes, once more offered them, on condition of 
immediately quitting the country, an unqualified 
pardon ; but the hardened banditti, whether con> 
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fiding in their numberg, or in other less apparent 
means of averting the blow, rejected all compromise^ 
intrenched themselves under the walls of the aty^ 
and bade defiance to the Pasha's forces. 

Probably they expected to awe him by this show 
of resolution. They were deceived. On the tenth of 
June, about noon, Hassan set out with four thou- 
sand picked n)en for Tripolizza, and continued on 
the march the whole night. Mavroyeni followed 
the Pasha, and I followed Mavroyeni. In my ca~ 
padty of Greek, and sdll more i^ Cafedjee, I had' 
not the least hope of personally contending with the 
foe, and all my solace was the chance of a sly thrust 
at some run-away. But my master, desirous to let 
me have my ^are of all the good things that offered, 
after whispering something in the Pasha's ear, sud- 
denly turned round to me: " AnastaMus," he cried, 
" I have obtmned his hi^ness's permission for you 
to shoulder a musket, and to join in the fight, like 
an Osmanlee." * . 

The favour, no doubt, was inestimable ; but its 
suddenness somewhat confounded me. I felt, how- 
ever, that I must seem d^ghted, and though mtfa 
something of a flutter about my heart, endeavoured 
to look all joy in the &ce. In order to confirm my 
iissurance of unutterable satisfacuon, I kept singing 
all the way,— though now and then; perhaps, a little 
out of tune. But let it be recollected what I 
was:— a Greek, in whose unlicensedhands a musket 
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had been deemed, until that moment, a sacrilege, 
and who had only leamt by Stealth to take aim at a 
eparraw. 

I shall therefore not attempt to deny that, when 
the early dawn showed in front of our colunm, he- 
tween ourselves and Tripolizza, at the distance of 
only a few hundred yards, the whole Albanese en- 
campment, my stout heart began to beat; and that 
when, the next moment, I heard Hassan ^ve orders 
for the charge, breath seemed for a moment to for- 
sake me. Shame, however, supplied the place of 
bravery. The danger which I could not avoid, J de^ 
termined not to think of ; and, following the example 
of the mwe experienced warriors around me, I swaU 
lowed in a hurried manner several co^uous draughts 
of a certain nameless liquor, which, on particular oc- 
ca^ons, the High Admiral wisely allowed himself to - 
distribute amang his followers ; whereupon, whether 
it be that the inspiring potation did its duty, at that 
courage is infectious like cowardice, my heart, the 
very moment before almost sunk to my heels, re- 
bounded with such energy, that, in my ontrageous 
bursts of bravery, I could scarce refrain from break- 
ing irom the ranks, and enga^ng some hero of the 
adverse party in single combat, even before the line 
was formed;^ — and when the trumpet sounded the 
charge, when the onset began, and the whole body 
of cavalry at once rushed forward, causing the earth 
to shake under the horses'' hoofs, such grew my de- 
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liriuED, that I scarce saw, heard, or felt ; much less 
had senses to think. 

Mavroyeni had taken care to confide hb Cafedjee, 
excellently mounted, to a trusty Spahee, whose «de 
he eQJmiied me not to quit ' But at that moment 
not heaven itself cotild have prevented my giving 
the reins to my warlike spiiit. The cloud of smoke 
which arose, soon baffing the vigilance of my guar- 
dian, I gave him the slip, and spuning my steed 
with all my might, at once plunged into the thickest 
of the fray. There, finding the loading of my 
pistols too tedious a process, I began hacking and 
hewing with my yatagan ; ^—consoling myself for 
any mistake I might make in the objects of my ire, 
with the thought that my blows never could fall 
amiss, where all alike were enemies to Christianity, 
and oppressors of the Greeks. If, upon this prin- 
ciple, I hit one or two of our own men, too much 
engaged to heed whence came the compliment, I 
made amends by cutting down as grim an Ar- 
naoot as ever wore red whiskers, in the very act of 
measuring one of our Spahees for a back-handed 
blow ; and by this feat, so happaly timed, and more 
happily observed, gained prodigious credit. It 
dated me to such a degree, that, thinking myself 
quite invulnerable, I was next going to rush head- 
Jong amidst the only little knot of Lalleotes who 
atill were maint^ning their ground, — •when my 
guftr^an, again catching a glimpse of my person. 
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Btopped my nmd career, grasped me by the arm, 
and, spite of my desp^ at not se^ng the end of an 
affair in which I had taken ^uch an active part, 
began dra^ng me away. The rout of the Ar- 
naoots, however, at that moment becoming com- 
plete, he listened to the intreaties of those who had 
witnessed my behaviour, and agaia let me go. I 
darted forwiu^ like an arrow irom the bow, and 
gave chase to the now diapering foe. 

Foremost in the attack, I soon was foremost in 
the pursuit. Among the Albanians flying before 
us like chalF before the wind, two pardcularly 
caught my eye, who, somewhat apart from the 
r^t, and brushing by a small patch of furzes, 
thought them a convenient cover in which to slink 
away. Steadfastly however watching their progress, 
and, enabled to trace their route by the motion of 
the hushes, I left, the rest of the troof^ to follow 
this promi^ng scent Fortunately my fugitives, 
in their panic, instead of turning short upon me, 
when separated from my friends they might have 
cut roe to pieces, only pushed forward, until the 
hindmost getting eotan^ed among the briars, I 
lodged the contents of my carbine in his Mde, 
and made him bite the dust ; while the other only 
ran the faster for his comrade's groans. 

My great amlution had been to take a prisoner, 

— to possess a slave. I therefore left the disabled 

' nan, as secure, to his own meditations, and with 
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my bluest voice, ctdled to tbe other to suireoder. 
Luckily he did not eves look round at the aljit>- 
ling who addressed tHm; but preseutly, leajHug 
down a little eminence, disappeared in a thicket, 
where I thought it fwud^t to give up the hazardous 
chase. 

I now returned to the fellow whom I hod left 
writhing on the ground, apparently at the last 
gasp. Thinking, as I approached, that I sdll- per- 
c^ved eoraething in him like a latent spark of life, 
whicji might only w^t to spend itself in a last home 
thrust, I swiftly sprung forward, and, for fear of 
fimt play, put an extinguisher upon it, ere I ven- 
tured to take any other liberties with his person. 
This done, I dehberately proceeded to the work rf 
spoliation. With a hand all trembling with joy, I 
first todi the silver mounted [HStols, and glittering 
poniard, and cosdy yatagan; next collected the 
massy knobs -of the jacket, and clasps of the 
bus^ns, and slJll tnore valuable sequins lying 
perdue in the folds of the sash ; and lastly, feel- 
ing my appetite- for plunder increase in jvoportion 
as it was gratified, thought it such a pity to leave 
any part of so showy an attire a prey to c<k^ 
ruption, that I undressed the dead - man com- 
pletely. 

When however the buriness which engaged all 
my attentitm was entirely achieved, imd when that 
human body, of which, in the eagerness for its 
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vptn), I bad thus for noticed the separate limbs 
only one by one, as I stripped them, oil at once is 
its full dimwsions struck my sight, as it lay naked 
before me ; when I contemplated that fine athletic 
Jrame, but a moment before full of life and modoa 
unto hs utmost extremities, now rendered an in- 
sen^ble corpse, and that by the random shot. of a 
raw youth, whom in dose combat its little finger 
might have crushed, I could not help feeling, 
mixed with my exultation, a sort of shame, as if I 
bhished for having taken a cowfurdly advantage of 
a supenor being ; and, in order to m^e a kind of 
atonement lo the shade of an Epirote— of a kinsman 
>— I exclwmed with outstretched hands, " Cursed 
be tile paltry dust which turns the warrior's arm 
into a mere engine, and striking from afar an in- 
viable blow, carries death nu one knows whence to 
no one knows whom; levels the strong with the 
weak, the brave with the dastardly ; and, enabling 
tbe feeblest hand to wield its fatal lightning, makes 
^e conqueror slay without anger, and the conquered 
die without glory T 

On the very pmnt of departing, after this sort of 
cx^t(»y effusion, with my heavy, but valuable 
trophy, the tbou^t struck me that I might incur a 
su^Hcion of sporting plumes not my own, unless I 
brought my vouchers. With that view 1 began de- 
taching from my Amaoofs shaggy skull^)oth the ears, 
as pledges for the remainder of the head, when at 



D,g,l,7.<l.,G00glC 



66 ANASTASIUS. 

leisure to fetch it; but conudering how many 
gleaners stalked the harvest field, fmd that if I lost 
- my own head, I should get no other, I determined 
to take at once all I meant to keep. The work was 
a tough one, and the operation awkwardly pa*- 
formed, but I succeeded at last ; — etad now, in an 
ecstacy of delight, though almost afrtud to look 
at my bundle, 1 returned to our party— for ever 
cured, by an almost instantaneous tran«tioa to 
temerity, of every sentim«it of fear. Indeed such 
remained fm: some time the ferment of my spirits, 
that, while I carried my load on one arm, I kept 
brandishing my sword with the other, stiU eager 
to lay about me, and to cut down whomsoever I ' 
met 

My master, — already informed of my prowess, 
and on the l6ok out for my return, — seeing me 
arrive thus fierce and turbulent, immediately cried 
out : " Bravo, Anasta^us ! At your first outset, 
you are become a complete hero.— But," added 
he, laughing, " since the fight is over, and the 
enemy routed, suppose you put up your sword, and 
wash your face !" 

The advice was seasonable. I had in the heat 
of the engagement received, I know not how, a cut 
across the jaw, of which the scar remiuns to this 
day, and shows a shining \^te ridge across my 
strong black beard. 

The head^ which, in imitation of my companions, 
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I lud before the Fa«ba, he only treated as a foot- 
baJl ; — an usage which made me feel vexed for its 
dignity and my own : but when the whole harrest ^ 
was>got in, he ordered the produce to be built into 
the base of a handsome pyramid. The reuuuning 
Amaoots of the peninsula, cut off at the Dervens, 
afterwards supplied its top, and thus afforded the 
inhabitants of Tripolizza a most agreeable vista, 
which they enjoy to this day. One of our men, 
indeed, attempted to keep back from the common 
store a skull of his own collecting, meaning to turn 
it into a drinking cup for private use : but the Pada 
sever^y censured an idea '* so disgraceful," he ob- 
s^red, ** to a civilized nation like the Turks;" and 
was near making its author, in punishment of his 
ofience, contribute to the building materials &om 
his own stock. As for myself, when I came to 
offer my mite, I found that same Hassan, before so 
supercilious, all condescentdon. Bravery was with 
him the first of virtues : some said the only one ! — 
Mine he paid in ready money, with a handful of 
sequins; adding: "you are a brave lad; and if 
you will but become a true believer, you may rely 
upon me for promotion. 

At Uiis flattering offer, my heart rose to my lips. 
At once I would have answered: " Moslemin, or 
heathen, ox whatever your highness pleases !" — but 
a look from my master stopped my complying 
qieecb. I read in it a positive prohiUtion, and 
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duist not disobey. Prostratbg myself on the 
ground, I be^^ the Pasha would command his 
servant any thtog but to renounce his predous 
futh. This behaviour had the good luck not to 
dis|dease the Yisier, and much to gratify the in- 
terpreter. It entirely gained me tlie heart of a 
nephew of Mavroyeui, his uncle's agent, named 
Stephan ; — a man who was said to keep his ac- 
counts between this world and the next much more 
even than his older relation. Indeed, so little had 
the Drogueman the reputation of being tenaaous on 
the BCive of religion, that I could not refrain from 
asking him, the first instant we were alone together, 
*' Why he should thus have stood in the way of his 
servant's fortune ?" 

' " You fool," was his answer, " I only stood in 
the way of your ruin. Had you accepted the High 
AdmiraTs proposal, you would immediately have 
, received some iuferior appointment, and in that you 
would have been left to waste the remiunder of your 
life. Your first promotirai would have been your 
last. Despised by the Tiu-ks and shunned bj the 
Greeks, you would have found support nowhere ; 
and must henceforth have lived not only degraded, 
but, what is worse, foi^tten. Has it never struck, 
you," added he in a whisper, and as if afraid of 
bang overheard, " tbiU, if much were to be guned 
by a Chiistian turning Moslamiii, there are othera 
l^des yourself sufficiently reasonable not to stick 
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at the difierence between Kyrie eleiaon, and .Allah, 
ll]ah,AUa}i?''9 

This observation set all reply at defiiuice. I laid 
by my sword, aud resumed my coffee-tray. 

The interior of the Morea being liberated fr<mi the 
AlbaDians, Hassan determined to spend theremaiader 
of the season in clearing its seaa of the Maynotea. 
A. strong detachineDt was sent with instructions to 
force the passes of mount Taygetus, the abode of 
those miaereants ; and our encampment was in the 
mean time removed from the plain of Argos to that 
of Nauplia. Precisely the small slip of this other- 
wise delightful valley which is closest to the city, 
and extends under the tremendous rock of the 
Falamida, had, 'by the sea water constantly oozdng 
in, been rendered a swamp, vying for noxious 
exhalations with the opporate morasB of Lema. 
Hassan, while waiting the issue of the expedition 
to Mayno, resolved, without knowing much of the 
' garden of the He«perides,tomake this pestilential 
noc^itsfac-fflmile: — and, by wayofrestming to their 
{oistine innocence and purity the somewhat dete- 
riorated minds of his Amaoot prisoners, had them 
conveyed on shore every morning, chained two and 
two, to forward this rural design. Hauds that 
never yet had wielded any thing but weapons of war 
and destruction, were now reluctantly seen to grasp 
utBtruments of peace and husbandry, and to exchange 
Ha swwd and the carluae for the rake and the 
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spade ; and men only accustomed to cut and clip 
human limbs, gnashed their teeth with rage, at 
b^ng compelled to prune orange-trees, and to tie up 
carnations. 

Like other distinguished personages, Hassan had 
his enemies in the capital. They represented his 
attempt on the impregnable fastnesses of Mayno as 
a mad ^eme ; they ceased not to inveigh agunst 
his extortions ; but the crime they dwelt upoo with 
peculiar eloquence and pathos, was his atrodty in 
employing Mohammedan -captives to lay out his 
vile shrubberies; and one morning that Hassan, in 
the midst of his wcn-ks, was inhaling in cojnous 
streuns the incense of his courtiers vying in com- 
phments on his taste, came a fulminating hatti- 
sherif tram the Porte, to enjoin the immediate libe- 
ratitm of all hb prisoners, and the return of his 
squadron to Constantint^le. 

Vain would be the attempt to pmnt the Pasha's 
rage. Striking his forehead with the Imperial 
mandate, he swore he would obey its commands- 
would deliver his prisoners from thmr bondage : but 
only in death ! and ordered them to he marshalled 
for immediate execution. The ^gnal was given ; 
and at each waving of his hand fell a head. Every 
beholder looked aghast, but none durst breathe 
even a syllable of interces^on for the victims. 
Fifteen heads already lay ga^ng amidst the par- 
terres which the'u" wearers had plimted ; and seemed 
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only a prelude to the fall of as many hundreds : 
when Mavroyeni at last stepped fcaward, and, 
throinDg himself at his master''s feet, b^ged he 
would have mercy, not on the culprits, who deserved 
their fate, but on his own innocent liUes and jesr 
mines, which had done nothing to deserve being 
deluged in blood, instead of moistened only by the 
dews from heaven. 

Perhaps the Fosha himself had already begun to 
reflect, not on the cruelty of his conduct, but on its 
consequences : — perhaps he was not sorry for an 
excuse to desist from his rash vow. His jocularity, 
between each new act of the disgusting spectacle, 
mi^t oaiy in reality be intended to slacken the 
progress c^ the slaughter. The flowers were pitied, 
the massacre stopped, the garden atwndoDed, and 
the not yet pollarded Arnaoots conveyed to the passes^ 
out of the Morea, there to be turned loose upon the 
remainder of the Turkish empire. 

By the sacrifice of a few of the purses which he 
had collected, Hassan still obtuned leave only to 
reugn the .command of tlie Morea to Hadgee 
Ibrahim, his own kehaya-:'** a man who, in turns 
jnlgrim at Meccah, chief of banditti in Roumili," 
slave-merchant on the Black Sea, and soldier at the 
Dardanelles, was by no means the Pasha's unapt 
rejnvsentative ; but who nevertheless was only al- 
lowed to succeed him with the subordinate rank of 
Mocdiae^ * — the exhausted state of the Peninsula 
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disat^Dg it from supporting, in a governor, the bur- 
tbensome wei^t of the three t^s. 

The news of the entire failure of the Maynote 
expedition became the signal for our departure. In 
my impatience to behold the capital, I had been 
countingthe days and hours till we should sail, and 
had been fiight^ned by many a report of our winter- 
ing at Nauplia. Inexpressible therefore was my joy 
when, on the fifteenth of November 1779, 1 actually 
BBw the anchors heaving, and the sails unfurled. 

Behold me now at sea a second time, not tike the 
first, on board a paltry trading vessel, only sur- 
rounded by tarred s^lors, and myself tailing like 
a galley slave, hut in a superb three-decker, a posi- 
tive moving city on the waves ; basking in the sun- 
shine of a vi^er of the first class ; viewing, whidi- 
ever way I turned my eyes, glittering officers and 
guards; and having nothing myself to do hut to 
wonder at all I saw. This I did abundantly. Not 
a hole or comer of the vessel was left unexplored; 
and, though exceedingly wroth on board the Vene- 
tian, at being obliged to bear a part in working th« 
ship^ -nhidt I then thought an intolerable drudgery, 
I here, on the contrary, from being very much disi 
oouisged by the sailorskjn my attempts to oasiBt 
them, found no pleasure so great ; and was con- 
Btantly l^iding a hand in setting the eajle, bracing 
the yards, and imitating like a monkey all I saw 
others do. Frequently, when my master sent foe 
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me to my birth belov, I was up in the mftin top; 
and I seldom came down from this favourite statioD^ 
except to listen open-mouthed on the carriage of a 
gun, to the glowing descriptions of the wonders and 
delights of the capital — the city by pre-eminence, — 
which someone or other of my companions was con- 
stantly praising. It seemed to me, though the wind 
continued unnbatingly fair, that we.never were to 
reach this earthly paradise. 

On one occa^n indeed the current of my thoughts, 
thus far uninterruptedly directed toward Stambool,^" 
experienced a sudden st<^, a total reflux. The in- 
tellectual tide, till then only flowing in one direc- 
tion, at once ebbed, and set the contrary way. It 
was when we came in sight of my native land, aC 
my beloved Chio. While la^ndly suUng befcve the 
wind along its verdant shores, a pang shot to my 
heart, — an indescribable yeariung seized upon my 
soul. At the bach of that ridge of purple crags» 
which I could almost touch with my hand, lived my 
aged parents; Bved, aghed — perhaps, righed no 
longer — my injured Helena, the first loved of my 
heart ! Were not the rocky screen betwixt, I might 
actually at that instant behold their now melandudy 
homes, and in less than an hour t might restore the 
mourning tenants to their wonted serenity. I might 
tecrive and bestow the embraces of love and of duty ; 
I might again possess the united blessings of those 
whom I had so.crbelly abandoned; I might tell 
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than, " Anastaaus has fbagfat, Anasta^us has van- 
quished, Anastmaus returns to you. He returns to 
deposit at your adored feet, and to sacrifice to your 
love and your pardon, the laurels he has gathered, 
and the praise and promises he has gained." " Novr 
is," thought I — " but soon irretrievably to Tfmish — 
ftie moment in which to recover kindred, country, 
peace of mind, and connubial happiness. If again 
cast away, they must be, lost for ever ! ' 

Frantic at this thought, I hastily left the deck, 
and hurried to the Droguemau, to entreat that I 
nught (w put aBbcNK^ and. sUowed to, return among 
my fiiends. 

On what trifling circumstimces depends the fate 
of our hves 1 Had I felt less anxious, I should 
have succeeded. I should have reached my master's 
presence, have preferred my petition, have obtained 
my suit, have been reinstated in my filial privilege^ 
and probably at this time have been the happy 
father of a numerous progeny, with the soothing 
prot{)ect of a tranquil and respected old age. 

A Dtul-head made the difference ! — a nail-head 
causes me, by remote consequences, at the distance 
of many years, to die in a strange land a premature 
and painful death, unowned by a friend, unwept by 
a child! This unfortunate iron (on which may lie all 
my sins !) not b^g sufficiently clenched, protruded 
most unwarrantably from the steps of the caUn. 
Several times already it had caught my fiowing 
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dRfls ; and each time condemned to decapitation, it 
had only been reprieved from sheer thoughtlessness. 
In the eagerness of the moment, I hooked it with 
mj sbakshir,** as I ran down stairs, and, loang my 
balance, fell, and struck my skull agiunst tiie floor 
of the cabin. 

Senseless from the shock, I only recovered to find 
myself lying on the deck, with my head in the lap 
of one of the Pasha's tshawooshes. The first thing 
upon which my eyes opened was the officer's vest, — 
was one of those gorgeous specimens of embrmderyj 
which I had so greedily coveted, and had so fully de^ 
termined some day toobtun : the first thing I heard 
was a condescending message of inquiry from the 
Fasha himself! So much glare dazzled my senses; 
so grcatanhonouroverpoweredmyweak brain. For 
some time, indeed, I scarce could remember what 
had occupied my thoughts, prior to my acddent 
All in my mind was confurion and darkness ; and 
when I ag^n began with some clearness to retrace 
my ideas, the contact was too immediate with one 
sp^es of object near my heart, not to feel the at- 
traction of other more distant treasures, weak la com- 
parison. It now seemed to me a womanly act to cast 
away all the fruit of tiie perils I had past, of the 
reputation I had gained, and of the favour I had 
earned ;-— to exchange the fame and greatness that 
awaitedme, for obscurity and oblivion ; to pre&r to the 
destinies of the eagle, soaring from region to refpoo, 
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those of the worm, ooDtent to die in the same dod 
of clay in which he was born, and perhaps crudied 
to death before his time, by the more hold and 
aspiring. I knew I shpuld be laughed at hy all on 
board, only for hinting such a whim ; and, on fur- 
ther reflection, I even felt it a filial duty to seek at 
Constantinople that rank, which might be so power- 
ful a protection to my parents on their little island. 

StiU, however, some inward doubt remained, A» 
soon m I **3 able to move, I rose, and ran to the 
side of the ship, to see what way she had been 
making'ance my accident, and whether there still 
was time to execute my deagn. Chio had already 
dwindled away into a scarce viable speck. The 
magnet ceased to act ; my lately exdted feelings 
subaded, and. my no longer distracted mind gra- 
dually resumed ita ftarmer hopes, its vanities, and 
its ambition. Its current agmn, as before, only 
flowed whither our prow was tending. Stambool 
ag£un became, as before^ its polar star ;— and if some 
natural regrets still arose in my mind at intervals, 
the new and bustimg scene which ensued, during 
the few days we lay at anchor before Mitylene and 
Tenedos, completdy dispelled them. .These days 
appeared to me so many ages, only from Uidr de- 
laying our arrival in the capital. 

At last'we entered the Uoghaz 1'^ Stunned by 
the incessant thundering of the almost imintemipted 
succession of batteries, which line the whole of iU 
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shore, I felt not the less as ifshatingdll the honours 
of their salutes, and could scarce repress my joy and 
exultation. In a few hours I was to behold that 
celebrated city, whose origin lay hid in the obscurity 
usages, whose ancient greatness had often been the 
theme of my in&nt vonder^ and ^hose humiliation 
under the Othonian yoke I had, in concert with my 
didaskalos'^ of Chio, frequently lamented *ith tears ; 
but wluch — eren in its present degraded state, and 
groaning under the despotism of the Tuifes — had, 
from a di3d, been the final ol^ect of all my views 
and wishes. 

A most favourable wind continued to swell our 
sails. Our mighty keel shot rapidly through the 
waves of the Fropontis, foaming before our prow. 
Every instant the vessel seemed to advance with ac- 
celerated speed ; as if— become animated — it felt the 
near approach to its place of rest ; and at last Con- 
stantinople rose, in all its grandeur, before us. 

With eyes rivetted on the opening splendours, I 
watched, as they rose out of the bosom of the sur- 
rounding waters, the pointed minarets, the swelling 
cupolas, and the innumerable habitations, either 
stretching along the jagged shore, and reflecting 
th^ image in the mirror of the deep, or creepng 
up the crested mountain, and tracing their outline 
on the expanse of the sky. At first agglomerated 
in a ^ngle confused mass, the lesser parts of this im- 
mense whole seemed, as we advanced, byd^^rees to 
fS 
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unfold, to disengage tbonselvee from eacb other, 
and to grow into vanous groups, divided by wide 
chasms and deep indentures, — until at last the clus- 
ters, thus far still distantly connected, became trans- 
formed, as if by ma^c, into three distinct cities, "^ 
each individually of prodigious extent, and each se- 
parated from the other two by a wide arm of that sea, 
;vliose silver tide encompassed their base, and made 
its vast drouit rest half on Europe, and half on Ana. 
Entranced by the magnificent spectacle, I felt as if 
all the faculties of my soul were insufficient fully to 
embrace its glories : I hardly ret^ned power to 
breathe ; and almost apprehended that in dmng 
so, I might dispel the gorgeous viuon, and find its 
wluJe vast iabric only a delusive dream I 
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CHAPTEH IV. 



It was with £fEculty that I could collect my sci^ 
tered senses, when the time came to step down into 
the Dut-sbcll, fdl azure and gold, which waited to 
ccHiTey the Drc^ueman's suite to the Fauar, whae, 
widi the othn principal Greeks, Mavroyeni had hia 
re^dence. Each stroke of the oar, aiW we had 
pushed off from the ship, made our lig^t caick' glide 
by some new palace, more splendid than those whi(A 
preceded it"; and every fresh edifice I beheld, grandee 
in its appearance than the former, was immediately 
set down in my mind as my master's habitation. I 
b«gan to feel uneasy when I perceived that we had 
passed the handsomest district, and were advancing 
towards a less showy quarter. My pangs increaeed, 
as we were made to step ashore on a mean-looking 
quay, and to turn into a narrow dirty lane; and I 
attfuned the acm^ of my dismay, when, arrived op. 
po^te a house of a dark and dingy hue, apparently 
crumbling to jneces widi age and neglect,* I was 
told that there lived the lord Mavroyeni. At 
first I tried to persuade myself that my companions 
wercjoking ; but, too soon assured they only spoke 
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the truth, I entered with a. fating heart A new 
surprise aw^ted me within. That mean fir-wood 
case of such forbidding exterior, contained rooms 
furnished in all the splendour of eastern magni- 
ficence. Persian carpets covered the fioora, Genoa 
Telvets clothed the walls, and gilt trellis work over- 
cast the lofty ceilings. Clouds of rich plumes rose 
on all sides, from ^ver censers : and soon I found 
that this dismal outside appearance was an homage 
paid hy the cunning of the Greek gentry, to the 
fanatiasm of the Turkiah mob, impatient of what- 
ever may, in Christians, savour of luxury and ostm^ 
tatjon. The persons of the Fanariote grandees were 
of a. piece with their habitations. Within door^ 
snking under the weight of rich furs, costly riiawls, 
jewels, and trinkets, they went forth into the streets 
wrapped in coarse, and dingy, and often thread-bare 
clothing. 

My arrival in the capital was almost immediately 
followed by lui advancement from my private situa^ 
tion, to a more public office. Whether the Drc^e- 
man of the Capitan-Pasha thought it unbecoming a 
sprig of his own body — a Drogueman's son— to ap- 
pear in the capainty of a dtnnestic, or whether be 
concaved that a taooshaa like himself, unconnected 
with hia rivals in office, and' entirely dependent aa 
his nod, was, in point of trust^worthiness, the next 
thing to a Mamluke ; ^ or whether, finally, be con- 
(odered my acquirements, and my capabilities, as 
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abiwe beiag «ai&i0d within the compass of a coffee* 
tray, or the extent of a Penion pipe, he had scarce 
had tiioe .to look about him, ere he confeired upon 
me the employm^it— or latiter the dignity— of re- 
lieving him in some of the lesser details of his faou- 
nesa. Tbete.chiflflyconnated in attending ereiy day 
at the M-senal, there to introduce to the High Ad- 
miral the persons, and to interpret the petitions, of 
Creeks and of foreigners ;— for in the style of the 
Torkish diplomacy, a Chrislian Ambassador d^ 
manding an audience, was introduced as a suppli- 
cant preAniog a suit. 

Wh^e, to perform the duties of his ofBce, Mavro- 
yaa himself held his usual station in the Capitan- 
Pasfaa^s own apartment, I was installed in a small 
. adjoining room, where I had to hear, to understand 
if I could, or, whether I understood or not, to set 
down, and to condense into the shortest posnble 
wntten abstract, the long stories of petitioners, and 
ibe endless di^gues of disputants ; — a du^, which 
I always p»fbrmed the better, in proportion as I 
uodravtood the budness brought before me the less. 
It was beee J learnt that art of generalising my idea^ 
■Ba«9teemed, as I am told, asKHig Frank * philoso. 
t^ers. 

Undoubtedly, had the chcdce been laid before me, 
I shoukl have preferred the truncheon to the pen. 
But the Drogueman had not the former in his ^ft ; 
and theledtum.c^the latter waa materially.ielieTed 
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by certun circumstaDcea attat^ied to ite exenin. 
For It soon became notorious, that notbing assisted 
me so miu^ in giving weight to a case, as a few se- 
quins dipped, from sheer absence of mind, between 
tbe pages of the report ; and in this respect the dit 
f^ence between mj master and mys^ only con- 
«8ted in his receiving purses,^ where I reomed 
nngle piec^. 

' Still, to one who loved money only as the means 
of pleasure, my confinement could not but be irk- 
some ; and the moment Mavroyeni diflf4)peared, I 
too used to break up myJevees, and to saunter 
about. Whenever my master was employed by the 
Pasha in some long-winded expedition, I proceeded, 
dther to spend the money already earned in the 
Tchartchees and Bezesteens," or to procure new 
customers for my own shop, by boasting in the cof- 
fee-houses and taverns of my influence in hi^ier 
quarters. Was Mavroyeni, on the contrary, only 
expected to make a short absence, I contented my- 
self with taking a turn round the precincts of the 
anenaL 

In one of these rambles I remember being shown 
two highly esteemed productions of the pictorial art, 
[nresented by the Drogueman to the Pasha. They 
were rej^esentations of two of Hassan^s most me- 
morable achievements ; the surprisal of the Russians 
St Lenmos, and the bombardment ofDaher at Acre. 
In these chef-d'ceuvres, all was de[ncted with the 
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Utmost faidifalnesa— 4be vessels, the batteries, the 
guns, the very balls whizzbig through the ^r, and 
the shells falling on the buildiDgs. One feature 
aJoDe was omitted in compliment to Turkish preju^ 
dices; a mere trifle, no doubt, in- the eyes of the 
painter— the eon^tants themselves \ — but this very 
drcunutance — I averred to the Turkish officer my 
cicerone — so far from lessening its value, was, in 
my opnion, the roost judi(»ou8 thing I had ever be^ 
held. The great point in works of art, my language- 
master at Chio had told me, was only to bring for- 
ward the leading o\:gects, the essential supporters of 
the action ; and to ^discard all insignificant and su- 
perfluous accessories. Now, what was it that, in 
Kigagements by land or by water, did all the exe- 
cution f The men P — By no means ! They only 
stood aloof. It was the shells, the bullets, the grape- 
shoL So much did the acuteness of this remark 
ddight the t^cer, that in his rapture, he clapped 
his brood whiskers on my face, and swore I was the 
wily eeosble Greek he ever had met with. It was 
evident that he knew not a countryman of mine, 
irfiom I ibund one morning in excessive wrath with 
B Perote artist — a Frank, — for having painted bun 
a Madonna, mth such force of light aud shade, aa 
^jsolutely to stand out from the canvas. He swore 
it was a scandalous production; — almost as bad as 
an image i And the poor artist could not even c^ 
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tain praise for his taloit, mu(^ less pnyment for hii 
labour. 

i had been several weeks at Constantinople, with. 
out yet senng my patron^s lady. Not Uiat, Uks 
T^iriddi wives, she was kept secluded m a hitreni,^ 
but, on the contrary, becaose, in ordn* to enjoy 
greater ireedom, ^e preferred spending her autnmn 
at a viUa on die BosphoruB. One afternoon, Mavro- 
ycaii took me to Th^upiah^ in his cinck, and I was 
there presented to the Domioa. She happened to 
be sunning her plump charms on the quay. Nothing 
could exceed the statdioese of h^ appearance ; and 
had she not been somewhat broader than she was 
long, her carriage would have been uncomraonly dig- 
nified. Half a dozen surrounding attendants had no 
other employment biic to support her august person; 
much t£io important to support itsdtf". One walked 
OD before with a peacock-tail &n, to keep the flies 
-Ecota her glossy face ; and another behind, to diake 
the dust off her still more lustrous gown. 

An untoward accident wm fated to bapp^ just 
as every thing seemed disposed to strike a new comer 
with all possible awe and admiraticm. At the furthest 
outlet of the channel, in tlie very middle of its sil- 
very expanse, and on the vej^ of the horizon, was 
descried a dark speck, that looked endowed mth 
■notion. Rajudly the opaque body adv^ced, skim- 
auog dw waters ; and, aa it apiwoadi^, it increased 
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ID fflze and cowaqaence. Its vida extendiDg Abb 
dipped into the waves like the janions of the sw^ 
low, while its abwp and [»v>iiilnent beak cut its way 
through the IhUows like the shark or the •word-fisb. 
All eyes were iiTetted upon the threatearing monBter, 
and preaently no one but myeelf any longer remained 
in ignorance of its nature. It stood confessed,— O 
hcrm I^^ot exactly a dragon come to devour our 
princess on the sea^^iore, like another Andromeda, 
in order to give ne an oppcotunity of signalising my 
gallantfy as her Perseiu ; but something full as 
nvage, and much more inglorious : the Bostandjee- 
bashee^ in bis pdice boat, combig to nibble at the 
trains of the Greek princesses, which exceedecf the 
standard of the Turkish sumptuary laws. At this 
terrific ^fat, the arms of the six Buivantes all dropped 
with 4»ie accord by their wles, and with them dropped 
to the ground th^ mistress's tnun. The snow-white 
etinine swept the filth of the road j while its wearet^— 
who just before had appeared scarce able to move 
williout asnstance— -suddenly recovered the entire 
use of her short legs, and waddled away by herself, 
as nimbly as any duck pursued by a kite, until the 
friendly screen of a wall enabled her to stop, to &ce 
about, and to take breath. 

As soon as the terrified party had safely reached 
the house, the &ult of the precipitate retreat was laid 
on the impending shower. I had the imprudence— - 
SxA that I was — to run and search for a cloud. The 
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only one I could find was that gatlia^ng on the lady's 
own brow ; and m; officiousness got me a look in 
thst quarter, which boded more Btonns than ever 
lashed the Bosphonis in March. 

What could the company do, in the uncertain 
state of the -sky, but collect round the tandoor P*<^— 
that safe refuge against the winter's rigDurs, that 
eastern nondescript, which, in the angle of the 
mitred sofa, holds a middle cliaracter between the 
table and the bed ; and undenieath whose gaudy co- 
verlet all the legs of the snug party converge round 
a pot of lighted charcoal, there to stew for the even- 
ing. Like the rest, I crept under the bed clothes. 

This was my tirst admission to a gosaping party 
of- quality; and I must in justice to its ni<mb«« 
confess, that it yielded not to those of inferior rank. 
In the course of an hour or two I heard a very Fe»- 
eonable quantity of scaiidaL There was no recent 
occurrence in church or state, army or navy, boards 
or bed-chambers, the Bab-Humayoon," or the back 
stairs, but was property collected, combined,* ocho- 
pared, dissected, amended, and drculated. 1 now 
&r the first time learnt, to my infinite satis&ction, 
both the pre<ase offence of the last Vizier beheaded, 
and the precise length ofthelastferidjee^^cortailed. 
I was informed in the same breath, how the great 
Morod managed his principality, and how the little 
Manolacki conducted his courtship ; how the F^ri- 
arch had quarrelled with the Ardions," and how the 
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Spatar '* had^ beaten hie wife ; how the mortgages of 
the Church were redeeming, and how the slipper- 
money'^ of the Sultanas was engnged: and I so 
confidently heard it asserted by a gentleman on my 
light, that the conference between a certain Embas- 
sador and the ReT?Effendee'* would produce a new 
war ; knd by a. ladj on my left, that the meeting 
between a cert^ Archimandrite and his ghostly 
daughter would produce a new Christening, that I 
nolcmger doubted that the fumes of the brazier over 
which we sat, must have all the oracular virtues 
which issued from the cave of Delphi. On going to 
bed, I expected irom them very surprising elfects, 
but to my disappcnntment, I experienced none other 
than a dream, in which I beheld the Sultan pounding 
the Grand Mufli in a mortar,''' and the pope of 
Rome standing by, crying bravo ! — " Bravo," echoed 
I with all my might,— when my own vwce waking 
me just in good time, I got up to return with my 
master to the cajntal. 

" Well, Anastasius," gaid the Drogueman to me, 
as we were cleaving the waves of the Bos^borus, 
** how do you like our Constantinople life?" 

" Very much ;" was the answer evidently expected, 
but which I did not ^ve ;~feehng little edified with 
my vi^t to Therajnah, where I had had my share 
of the second-hand insolence, which the Fanariotes 
take very quietly from the Turks, only to put it off 
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among the Taoosharisi " Not at all;** was there- 
fore the short reply I made. 

The Drogueman stared. I felt I had been too 
laconic " Were the rest of the Greeks I see her^" 
added I, " at all like your Highness, the place 
would indeed be a paradise ; but thb cttpud seems 
to change the nature <^ whater^ it harbours ; end 
my countrymen, so gay, solig^t-heartedatChiojSeem 
at the Fanar at oqce duU and important Besides^ 
the differmce made bctweeii Christiaiis and Moham- 
medans here is too great, too mortifying. The few 
Moalemen of Ghio mingle with its raytJiB on a foot- 
ing of equatity. They dmoat reckon it a flivbur to 
be admitted to their junketings. Bat here, the viery 
-noblest of the Greeks— your Highness alone ts.- 
cepted — are daily exposed to the insults fiF the 
meanest Turk. Were it not for my pnnd|^B, I 
would iWher be a Turkish porter than a Creek 
prince." 

Mavroyeni looked thoughtful. After a little 
pause, *' You mistake, -Anasta^us," repUed he, "in 
thinking the Greek of Constantin(^le different from 
the Greek of Chio. Out nation is every where th* 
same. The s&me at Petersburg as at Cairo ; the 
same now that it was twenty centuries ago." 

I stared in my turn. 

" Wh^ I say," continued my master, *' is per- 
fectly true. . The complexion of the modem Gteek 
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may rec«ve a different caBt.ftom difibrent Burround- 
ing objects : the core still is the same as in the days 
of Pendes. Credtdity, versatility, and thirst of 
distinctioQa, from the earliest periods formed, still 
form, and ever vill contioue to form, the basis of the 
Greek character ; and the disfflmilari^ in the ex- 
ternal i^jpearance of the nation arises, not fiom aoy 
radical change in its temper and disposition, but only 
from the incidental variation in the means through 
wfaidb the same jwopentdties are to be gratified. The 
andent Greeks worshipped an hiindred. gods, the 
niodem Greeks adore as many siunts* The aixsent 
Greekfi betieved in oracles and prodigies, in incanta>. 
tions and spells; the modem Giceks tiave faith in 
relics and miracles, in amulets and divinations. The 
ancient Greeks brought rich offerings and gifts to 
the shrines of th^ deities, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing BuccesBJn war, and pre-eminence in peace; the 
ntod^n Greeks hang up dirty rags round the sanc- 
tuaries of their saintSr to shake off an ague or to 
jHt>{»tiate a mistress. The former were stanch pa- 
triots at home, and subUe courtiers in Perea ; the 
latter defy the Turks in Mayno, and fawn upon 
them at the Panar. ' Besides, was not every com- 
monwealth of ancient Greece .as mut^ a prey to 
cabals and factions, as every oommuuity bf modem 
CrreeceP Does not every modem Gred preserve 
the same deore for supremacy, the same readiness 
to undermine by every means, fur or foul, his com- 
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petitora, which was displayed by his ancestorB ? Do 
not the Turks of the present day resemble the Ro> 
mans of past ages, in their respect for the ingenuity, 
and, at the same time, in their contempt for the 
character of their Greek subjects ? And docs the 
Greek of the Fanar show the least inferiority to the - 
Greek of tlie Piraeus in quickness of perceptioD, in 
fluency of tongue, and in fondness for quibbles, for 
disputation, and for sophistry P — Believe me, the 
very difference between the Greeks of time past, and 
of the present day, arises only &om their thorough 
resemblance; from that equal pliability of temper, 
and of faculties in both, whii^ has ever made them 
rec^ve with equal readiness the impression of every 
mould, and the impulse of every agent. When 
patriotism, pubhc spirit, and pre-eminence in arts, 
sdence, literature, and warfare, were the road to 
distinction, the Greeks shone the first of patriots, of 
heroes, of punters, of poets, and of philosophers. 
Now that crafl and subtlety, adulation and intrigue, 
are the only paths to greatness, these same Gre^s 
are— what you see them !^ 

, To me it mattered little, whether the modem 
Greeks resembled the ancient or not, as long as I 
was not reckoned on a footing witb my n^ghbours, 
the Fanariotes. I therefore paid Mavroyeoi a com- 
pliment on his oratory, and let the subject drop; 
still muttering to myself, " Stambool was a detest- 
able place r 
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It remmned not altrays so. The Fanariotes — 
whose defect is not want of qnicksightedness—soon 
perc«ved that I was a great favourite, with the fa- 
vourite of the favourite par excellence : and as no 
ramifications of this genus, however distant, were to 
be neglected, I began to enjoy my due share of adu- 
lation and of consequence. Those who before were 
deaf when I spoke to them, now addressed me the 
iirst; and the identical joke which formerly left the 
muscles of every face unmoved, now had the power 
to set a whole table in a roar. With my situation, 
my manners underwent a total change. The rude 
exterior of the islander had been exchanged among 
the Caleondjees'^ of the Capitan^pasha, for a swag- 
gering hr&^afiodo air. The martial strut was now 
laid a^de, for the smooth ' ^mpeaing smile of the 
courtier. Instead of sphittering out my unpolished 
s»itences by half dozens in a brealJi, as if I had 
- more words cramiued in my throat than my mouth 
could §^ve utterance to, I now practised with a non- 
chalant air to drop only now and then a ugnificant 
monosyllable, so profound in its meamng, that no- 
body could get at it ; — and as to the mother tongue, 
the Romaic '^ idiom, it was no longer to be used, 
except interlarded with such scraps of French, Ita- 
lian, and Turkish, as to render it almost unintelli- 
gible to the vulgar auditor. Athwart my borrowed 
languor and effeminacy, however, tbe native vigour 
and raciness of the soil would break forth occa'- 
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nished and delighted the Fanariote far. To them 
my rough-cast homage presented an acceptable con- 
trast to the mawkiah tenderness of their every-clay 
admirers. My ireedom passed for uaivet^, my , 
neglect of forms evinced a ilattering devotedness, 
and my rustic exterior promised affections more ro- 
bust and lasting than could be expected from the 
dckly natives of a large capital. Flattered by the 
men, and smiled upon by the women, I now said to 
myself — " Stamhool is a charming place !" 

So gT«it, indeed, becaine in it my vogue, that, 
had my fastidiousness been less, I might have adapted 
my courtships, as our great men suit their pelisses, 
to the different seasons of the year : for, while autumn 
still continued to pour forth h^ golden treasures, a 
groc^'s fair spouse — ^herself the image of ripeness 
and of plenty — offered to feed my good-will with figs 
and m»ns, to pay in comfits for the sweets of my 
converse, and to support the ardour of my affections 
with rosoglio and sjuce ; when winter began to chill 
the blood, the sleek helpmate of a furrier would f^ 
have dispelled my freezing coldness, even at the ex- 
pense of all her husband's rarest ermines ; and, when 
returning spring enamelled every field with &esh 
flowers, I beheld at my feet a whole bevy of beau- 
ties, fresh as the violet and the daisy, and, to own the 
truth, not much more exalted in the scale of human 
flowerets : — hut comfits were only lures for boys ; er- 
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mine had no channs, except as the garb of royalty ; 
and beauty itself lost its attractions in my eyes, when 
destitute <^ rank and fashion. 

The first lady possessed of these latter attributes, 
idiom I found disposed to cast an eye of compasaon 
on my sQfferings, was of the devout order, and Uie 
very domina who had exdted the oracular ingenuity 
of one of the party, oii my first vi^t to Tberapiah. 
The worthy Archimandrite, to whom were entrusted 
her spiritual concerns, had, on the application of her 
husband, been exiled by the Patriarch to the holy 
mountain,'''" in order to purdue his meditations with 
less interruption. The lady, now finding that eren 
the long beard of a priest was unable to screen her 
reputation, resolved to try whether the beardless 
fece of a boy would protect it 

A Sr&t success, obtained in a distinguished quar- 
ter from real preference, leads to others granted by 
vanity. But with my fashion increased niy fa^ 
ti<Uousness. All could not catch that laid snares for 
me; nor could all keep that caught me. My favour 
was precarious, and, — a Uttletyrantinlove-^I treated 
the tender pasdon quite in the Turkish style. 

Still I continued undistinguished, nay, unheeded, 
by the proud Theophania. Not even by accident 
could the looks of this lofly lady descend to my level. 
She appeared unconscious that a bang so insignifi- 
cant as myself existed, filled ito portion of space, and 
breathed the same air with her noble lungs. If she 
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wished to more from oae part of the room to an- 
other, aod I haj^aed to stand in her way, her 
hand would mechanically push me aade, without 
the participation of her mind, like a chur or a tabled 
while her averted eye was directed to some more 
distant point of space. In vain might I ky myself 
out for her approbation, — I could not even obtain 
her satire. The very ndicule of Theopbania would 
have been too much notice &x one so low as -me: 
It was positive condescenson in her, one day, when 
in an humble quartet I showed myself insatiate c^ 
adulation, to turn round to me, and with scmie im- ~ 
patience to say, " it b the privilege of the great, w:, 
to rec^ve prmse: the in^gnificant should be at the 
trouble of prusing themselves !" — So violent indeed 
was her temper, and so sarcastic her conversation 
with individuals of every rank and degree, that even 
the most distinguished among the Fanariotes only 
approached her with fear and trembling, and, as 
soon as the indispensable ritee of politeness had been 
performed, hastened away, ere, hke the drones in a 
hive, they felt the sting of this intractable queen bee. 
The shafYs of Cupid she had usually turned aside 
by her petulance : but the few times they happened 
to draw blood, she had loved as others hate. 

Undismayed by these difficulties, I bwotc she 
^ould be at the feet of the taooshan, whom she 
vouchsafed not to suffer at her own ; and thencefor- 
ward bent the whole force of my genius toward at- 
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tracdng her attentioD, and exciting her interest. 

When therefore she, who at first had feared to dis- 
grace her pretty pouting lips irith the mere sound 
of my name, began to abuse my person and my 
character with most loquatnous virulence, I conn- 
dered my triumph as secure. " Theophanio," cried 
I, — though not yet loud enough to be heard 1^ her- 
self, — " yon only pursue me with contemptuous 
looks, to feast your eye on my person ; and you only 
load me with opprobrious efnthets, to fix your mind 
on my image C ' 

- If at last — which love and discretdoa forbid my 
ever boasting ! — the jmze rewarded my ptuns, yet 
troublesome was its tenure. The Euxine passes not 
more quickly from tranquillity to storms, than from 
serenity to pasaon changed my tempestuous and 
variable mistress. One mtment, infatuated to per- 
fect forgetfulneSB of her pride and station, she would 
clasp my knees in ecstacy, and, humbling herself 
unto my very feet, ^ory in her debasement ; the 
next, choking with rage, she would suddenly start 
upagmn, rail at her degradation, wonder what she 
saw in me to admire, and chai^ me, on my life, to 
chsclose by what spell I bad compelled her affections ; 
but again, after having heaped upon me every direst 
execration which her fertile fancy could suggest, h^ 
passion would take another turn, and, bursting into 
a flood of tears, she would conjure me by all that 
was most sacred, if I could not return her love, at 
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least to pity her agony ; and amst in breaking the 
charm I had wrought, by rendering myself pur- 
posedly as hatful as possible. 

What more could I do than I did ? The only 
thing she ever saw me coax were my own little 
budding mustachios, whose education and growth 
I watched over with the taidemess of an anxious 
parent ; the only thing she ever heard me praise, 
were the qualities to whidi she had the least pre- 
ten^n ; self-command, endurance, meekness. The 
preferences I felt in other quarters, I freely owned; 
and the consolations I found, when she banished me 
her presence, I regularly enumerated. In my vul- 
gar exultation (for vulgar it was), I treated with the 
familiarity of a down one, who had been used^to the 
deference of a queen ; and to all such as had for- 
merlysufFered fromTbeophania's insolence, I boasted 
of being their avenger. Yet, in spite of my conduct, 
her love lessened not ; it only became more conspi- 
cuous; it afforded a sneering public a richer treat; 
and at ma^ every eye in the church seemed con- 
stantly vibrating betwerai the grated gallery above, 
where Theophania sat with the other women, and 
the part of the nave below, where, by her express 
desire, I took my station, in order that she mi^t 
see me during her devout prayers. 

Let man make his confidential friend of no woman, 
except such an one as he cannot possibly make his 
mistress ;^— his mother, his sister, or his aunt. If 
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she happen not to stand with him in any of these for- 
Indden reUtion ships, be she ever so old, or ugly, or 
infirm, she will end by feeling disappointed ; and 
will accuse her unsuspectingfiiendofboth too much 
and too little reserve. 

A quiet demure looking woman — one of those peiv 
sons with whom one feels as much at ease the first 
time of sering them as with an old acquaintance— 
once or twice so good-naturedly cautioned me, when 
on the pcant (^imprudently amrtiog public censure, 
that I determined professedly to open to her my 
whole heart and inrcumstances. Why not? "She 
herself had renounced all love engagements. They 
gave more trouble than they were worth ; and she 
infinitely preferred to the feverish enjoyments of 
pasdon, the calm pleasures of friendship — that is, 
of stable male fiiendship, which one could depend 
upon. A tenderer intercourse she only contem- 
plated in others, at a distance, by way of amusement, 
and in order to study human nature in its diff^ent 
varieties and shades. As to female friendship, she 
. held it in the contempt it deserved." The looks of 
this good lady had informed me that she perfeetly 
knew all my dmngs. Giving her my confidence, 
therefore, was only binding her to discretion ; and 
at first I saw every reason to congratulate myseh 
upon this determination. The tone of my new fiiend 
with me was that of a mother with her son ; ovsr- 
ftoving only with purental tenderness. Her whelt 
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anxiety was to keep an unexpoienced youth out of 
difficulties. But I- soon fbuod that from her ap- 
peals to my prudence, the company present tras 
always excepted. Incensed at this discovery, I spoke 
in anger, and was answered with asperity. We 
parted, no more to meet in fiiendship; — but I con- 
tinued not the less to hve in the remembrance of this 
excellent person. 

Theopbania's husband held oop of the bi^iest 
<^cea at the court of Moldavia. He was wont to 
date his days of r^wse from those of my attentims 
to his wife. He could have raised a statue to my 
merits from sheer gratitude, were statues ev&r raised 
in modem times, from such an antiquated motive. 
All he prayed for, was the pennisapn to keep hi^ 
eyes shut ;— and this was predsely the favour which 
my little friend would not grant him. Qualified for 
the task she imdertO(^ by my fmnra: confidence, 
she kindly fuved upon him such irrefrag^le proofs 
of his tnfe's imprudence, as permitted him no longer 
to be blind to her conduct. 

1 was so accustomed always to be the last in my 
appcontments mth Theophimia, that one day, in the 
verdant valley of Kiad4ian6,*' the favourite haunt 
o£ the Cujuds of Cmstantinofde, I felt rather net- 
tled at finding myself, though much afler my time, 
the first at the place of rendezvous. Still I waited, 
and wiuted on ; until irapati^Ke began to tan my 
languid flame^ and Theophania''sstar be^ao to mount. 
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AIm 1 iriiile I was trying to oool my ardour by con- 
tempUting the limjnd stream, in which the weeping 
willow was lightly . dif^ni^ its deHcate spray, as 
if striving to steal a last puling caress froin the 
waves that fled its embrace, little did I imagine 
that the proud Thetqihania was jogging along in a 
rumbling kotalu— screaming until she was able to 
scream no longer — to the borders of the Black Sea; 
thence to be conveyed in an opea boat — much too 
sick with the motion even to BoJd — to the port of 
Galatsch, where a stout mule waited to carry her» . 
bumjung in a basket, to the presence of hei loving 
husband ! He gave h^r a tender embrace assured 
her she had a decided vocatiim for the monastic life, 
and accordin^y, whisked her off the next morning 
to the mort secluded cwivent in the province of Va- 
lachia ; where, I understand, ^e has continued ever 
ranee, fasting, praying, and scolding, by tums. As 
soon as I heard of her adventure,-! failed not to 
thank my little friend, for the service she had unin- 
I^itionally rendered me. . 

My own day of retribution from Ute hands of my 
master was a[^)roacbing. Nether my afiair with 
Tbeoj^ania, nor even, I believe, my duly n^lect 
of my official dudes, was the cause of my disgrace. 
It. was the cloud, the fatal doud, which I could not 
Bee, when the Bostandjee-bashee passed by Thera^ 
piah ; but which nothing could dispel- fnxn madame's 
angwed mind, , except my dismission. Her hu»- 
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band would have preferred to have-kept me; but, 
among the tongues he commanded, that of bis wife 
had never in the family been numbered. He nether 
could stop it, Dor yet had acquired the fat^ty of 
listening to its explosions, as to the ao£ter murmur 
of a mill. He therefco^ might rule in great afiura 
abroad, but always ended by obeying in little matters 
at home : content to save his credit, by pretending 
to do fnnn ch<nce what he did from neces^ty. 

One evening, after playing truant the whole day, 
I went up to submit to th« accustomed lecture. 
Instead of Uustenng as usual, Mavroyeui asked, 
in the most placid tone imaginable, the cause <^ my 
detention. I now gave myself up for lost beyond 
redemption. It was precisely the tone which the 
- Drogueman was wont to assume, when, fully re- 
solved to have no further dealings with the person 
who had offended him, he deemed reproach an u«^ 
less waste of breath. Slill I made out a little story, 
to which Mavroyeni having listened very patently, 
without further reply, pointed to the door, de^red 
me to walk out, and never to walk in ag^n. 

I knew him too well, to have the least hope of his 
recalling a sentence uttered in this manner. My 
only remaining solicitude, therefore, was to make a 
dignified retreat. AfW a profound bow — of de- 
fiance, rather than of respect, — I strutted away, car- 
rying my head so high, that I knocked it ag^^ the 
soffit of the door. 
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But, in spite of mj seemiiig indifference, I ftdt 
injured, if not def|;raded ; £or, in siureying my OHi- 
duct, I only took into account the laat drop that 
rose above the brim; the rest was hid within the 
vesseL 

I need not observe, that what to me appeared the 
height of injustice, was deemed by the remuodw 
of the family only a tardy act of bare e<]uity. Such 
as it was, however, it caused great jubalation ; and 
in the twinkling of an eye, the whole Fanar was in- 
formed of the Secretary's disgrace ; — olJy it was 
ascribed to my having, with a pbtol in one hand, 
and a sword - in the other,' m^e such proposals to 
madame la Droguemane, as she could not possibly 
listen to — from her husband's clerk. 

Eaves-drOpping never was among my fanci^. 
Nor was I fond enough of puzzles, to put together 
broken sentences, which in general may be made to 
bear any significatioD ; but one's own name is a great 
stumbhng-block in the way of one's discretion : and 
when, crossing a dark passage as I went out of the 
house, I heard mine pronounced with great vehe- 
mence, the sound acted like a talismui. It riveted 
me to the spot. I stopped to hear my panegyric 
All I could collect, however, was only that, most 
abundantly hated while, in the fresh zeal of my ser- 
vice, I chose to perform more than was set down (or 
me, and to do better than others, I had ^nce re- 
trieved my character in the family, by mending my 
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ways, and neglecting my bunneas. On that 'ac- 
' count, I now carried away a certain portion of good 
wiU. The party present r^retted my fall ; but the 
cbief orator consoled himself by thinking me such 
a daring and dexterous fellow, that, happen what 
might, I was always sure . to come down upon my 
legs. 

" Amen !" cried I, walking out; " I accept the 
welcome omen !" 
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CHAPTER V. 



As the nigfat iras already far advanced, I vent, 
till the next moming, to one of those temples ofhos- 
pitallty, which are never shut agtunst a stranger, 
who sues for admission with a Eilver tongue. It was 
sheer chtirli^ness in me, no douht, to defer for 
so many hours affording my numerous fiiends tfae 
often wished-for t^portunity of testifying the sin- 
cerity of their r^;ard. As soon, however, as the 
sun had lisen high enough to shine upon their mu- 
nificence, I determined no kmger to delay their hap- 
{uness. I even resolved, in order that none should 
compluu of being omitted, to be^ my visits me- 
thodically at one end of the Fanar, and not to leave 
off till I had reached the other. In the course of 
this experimental round, I found the warmth of my 
well-wishers predsely in an inverse ratio to their 
means. The higher classes nutde it a matter of 
oonscience, not to receive a servant discarded by his 
master. Those of a lower degree expressed their 
willingness to continue my iriends, aa long as I had 
a piastre left; only reserving to themselves the pri- 
vil(^ of dro[^ing me, the moment thdr poor as- 
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MstsDce became de^able. Nothing however stopped 
me in my rarcuit, until I had knocked at the furthest 
door in the district; — for I still bore in mind the 
Jast words I had heard under my master's roof, and 
wished to preserve an authentic record of my ob- 
ligaUons to each of my friends. When no one re- 
mained to apply to, I cast up the sum total, and 
finding it a cipher, wished them all at the devil, and 
crowed over to Galata. ' 

I here got, for my money, a new set of cronies : 
—jolly souls, who, not p^ssesfang a para^of tfidr 
own in the world, never inquired what others were 
worth, but hved from hand to mouth, banished care, 
and set melancholy at defiance. They initiated me 
into a lower and more riotous species of intem- 
perance than the decorum of my former situation 
had permitted. Every day we met in some of the 
taverns of the neighbourhood, where my new friends 
contributed their share of the entertunment in sal- 
lies at the expense of my old ones, — and I, in ready 
cash. It was quite consohng, to hear how theypiued 
the Drogueman, for' losnng such a treasure as my- 
self; how they laughed at my wit even before I 
qxtke, and how they drank every instant to my 
health, and the success of my schemes. No day 
passed without a party of pleasure being proposed, 
for the sole purpose of keeping up my spirits. And, 
lest I should not be aware how entirely they all 
jmned in it for my sake, no one ever ventured to 
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inquire the eotL Indeed, so far from {vesuming to 
offend my ddicacy, by requesting to share in the 
expense, they thcmght it a jwoper compliment to my 
liberality, to boirow from me whatever money they 
wanted. Not for the world would they give another 
the preference ! 

As soon as my finances were exhausted, my com- 
panions of course disappeared ; not, however, — to do 
them justice, — from choice, but from sheer necessity, 
and because, having been entirely supported by me, 
they now had to shift for themselves. When my 
embarrassment became known, one person only came 
forward to relieve me, and that a female too, and 
ime who had not much reason to be pleased with my 
proceedings — the little grocer's wife, whose figs and 
resins I had disdained. Hearing an exaggerated 
account of my distress, and thinking me absolutely 
starving, she trundled away with ail her pristine af- 
fection still next her heart, and a large pot of mai^ 
malade under each arm. These, and all else her 
shop contained, she pressed me to dispose of. Too- 
proud to owe to charity what I could not earn by 
love, I pointed to my dress, which had cost a great 
deal, and was slill, in its ruins, worth a few sequins, 
-and begged she would not urge me. " I will not 
receive," cried I, " where I can make no return; 
but when you thouglit I wanted bread, you brou^t 
me conserve of roses ; and if any freah ones- ever 
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strew my path, the deed shall be tbund recorded in 
the very kernel of my heart !" 

Without leaving the poor little woman time to 
answ» so flowery a speech, I ran off to the only one 
of my dispersed associates whom I knew where to 
find. I wanted his advice, and felt sure that he 
would not refuse what those who will gtve nothing 
else are often the most profuse in. 

An ascent of about fifty steps brought me to his 
exalted abode. Its tenant might truly be said to look 
down upon the world ; — to him it was a journey to 
descend to the level of his fe1]ow-<ntizens ; and he 
therefore conformed but litde to th^ hours. Just at 
mid-day, ^gnor Va^ was awaking bora his ni^t^a 
repose. On entering his f^al apartment, I stilt 
found him sprawling on his couch, — stretching one 
arm, putting one leg to the ground, rubbing his 
eyes, and giving such a yawn, that I thought he 
would have swallowed at least half Constantinople, 
spread out like a map before him. At my unlooked> 
for viat he stared, shook Himself, as if to be certain 
he was not dreaming, and disposed his ears in alence 
to listen to my story. 

" I came," — I said, — " to ask how people lived, 
who had not any ostensible means of subsistence ?'" 
This feat Vasili had performed so long, that it never 
struck him it coutd puzzle any body. He tberefijre 
still continued some time staring at me in utter silence 
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as be£H«, in order to collect bis thoughts. At l&8t, 
jumpng up in such a fury as almost to tttartle me, 
he seized hc4d of my arm, and led me to the window 
The proq>ect from tt extended over the immense 
dty c^ Stambool, unto its utmost boundaries, and 
showed the inside hke a prodigious ant's nest, where, 
&a below the eye, mynads of litde insects were he- 
stining themselves, crossing and jostling each other 
in every pos^ble direction. I praised tlic view, said 
it was undoubtedly ddightful to the eye, but still I 
could not see how it was to feed an empty stomach. 
" It may teach how to fill it with something else, 
though," cried my tnead Vaali, — now for the first 
time In^aking his portentous alence. " Of die thou- 
sands you behold in those streets, on those quays, 
in those boats, on the land, and on the water, scarce 
one half knew this morning how to get a meal at . 
nooa, and a place of rest at night; yet I will en- 
gage that every blockhead of them by this time has 
broken lib fast, and will find a hole to sleep In ! 
Why therefore should you &il, but ftom possessing 
too superior abilities ? Only scare not away your 
invention by your fears, and — depend upon i^— 
some means of livelihood will present themselves ! 
However, what leisure I can ^ve to help sudi mea- 
nires forward, I shall wiUingly bestow." 

So saying, Vamh thrust his hand in his pocket, 
and hauled fwth a heap of the smallest coin of the 
realm. This treasure he poured on the g<^a, and 
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divided into three equal parts. Then, laying his 
finger tin each in succession, " the first," s^d he, 
" we shall dnnk together this mcuning, in order to 
wbet our invention ; ^e next I leaerve for my own 
' ToDts to<morrow; the third is yours, until you find 
it painicularly convement to repay me. Your bnun 
will by tkat means have an entire boHday, before you 
need call upon your wits for your livelihood; and, 
when you thus are upon a par with myself, the deuce 
is io it if you cannot do as well P 

I thanked my generous fiiend : but just as we 
sallied Forth to fulfil the first article of Uiis partition 
treaty, he cast his eye upon my attire. It was no 
longer the flowing robe of the Fanar^ — the anteree 
of siate : I had exchanged that for the more Ash- 
ing short dress of my last intimates A rich em- 
broidery covered the seams, and a costly velvet 
formed the ground^woil. " I am thinking," s^d 
Vauli, " that your present wardrobe ill suits your 
purpose. Who can fancy a purse, stiff with gold 
outade, to be empty within F Su[^KKdng, therefore, 
tliat on this occasion we give business precedence 
over ]^easure,and, reversing the dreams of the alcby- 
mists, change gtdd into baser substances. We may 
afterwards adjourn to a tavern, to drink success to 
your metamorphoos. The showiest caterpillar, you 
know, must become a chrysalis, ere it can soar a 
butterfly." 

I oould have dispeased with the chrysalis state : 
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fw, thtiugfa poor, I sail liked to look well; but I 
yielded to my fiiend's arguments, and hied with him 
to Sultan- Bayezid, * to change tlie outward man. 
While we were looking for something suitable to 
our purpose, in stepped a worthy Israelite, who 
came like ourpelves, not to sell, but to buy. A stilt 
decent benecsh-^but of a dusky hue — hid under a 
heap of gaudier dresses, seemed to catch his fancy ; 
which the salesman no sooner perceived, than all the 
powers of his oratory were summoned to extol tlie 
article in question. He had better have been modest' 
about it. The Jew,— both by nature and by culti- 
vation an ftdept in the buaness, — now put upon his 
mettle, at once b^an to pour forth such a torrent of 
profound observations on the art of old clothes deal- 
mg, that the sdler was gkd at last to give him the 
eloak for nothing, ere be let all the by-standers into 
evCTy deepest mystery of the trade. 

In truth, it was diamond cutting diamond. The 
Hebrew himself had loiig professed, in the el^ant 
quarter of Hasb-keui,^ the noble trade of old clothes- 
man ; until bankruptcy forced him to quit his dis> 
trict and his prot^s^on. Having early in life served 
an Esculapius of his own nation, with whom he 
lieamt a few terms of medicine, he now resolved to 
turn phyradati himself. The thing was easy enough 
at ConatAntinopIe,whereainan need only stalk about 
in a tatteA cap^ and a dark-K»loured gown, fol- 
lowed by atr attendant with a small squwe chest, 
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to have all the men hold out their wnBte, and all 
the women put out their tongues to him— in con- 
sultation. 

llie cap had alreadybeen provided. Tfaebeneesh 
was immediately put on, and the very attendant 
chosen in petto. For, to the hawk's eye of my Is- 
raelite, my aoxious look at once bespoke me the 
very thing he wanted. Calling me ande, he made 
the proposal without much ceremony. I was ostoi- 
sihly to be his servant, but, in reality, his partner. 
Even that clause, however, could not sweeten the 
nauseous draught I felt so indignant at b^ng pro- 
posed to for an apothecary's apprentice, that, with- 
out making any answer, I went and imparted the 
impertinent offer to my friend Vaali. But in that 
quarter I found little sympathy. " See," said he, 
laughing " how fortune throws herself in your way. 
I wish you joy of your good luck." This speech I 
was willing to take as a joke, but I found it to be 
serious ; and, more incensed than before, " Sooner," 
I cried, '* if all other trades fail, would I, in one of 
those coarse and dingy Lahse^ jackets there, work 
for my bread in the fields ! The earth cannot de- 
grade its children, and no one requires a character 
to plough the ground," " True," rephed Vasili : 
" but one may require a constitution, though ; and 
who in thor senses, pray, would take such a spindle- 
ihanked fellow as you are just now, with a face as 
pide as a turnip already, and an eye round which 
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" rake* is written in moat le^ble black letters, to 
dig his garden for him? Ere you had half done, 
he would expect to have your own grave to dig ! 
For my part, I would try what requires nrither 
stock, nor ca[»tal, nor labour, Dor even whence, as I 
take it, nor any thing but the impudence of which 
you possess a sufficient stock ; were it only for the 
fun, and to see what no one but a phyncian ev&c 
sees : — for, more potent even than gold, medione 
will open to you the deepest recesses of the harem t 
and who can t^, but like our friend Lorenzo,^ you 
may &el Sultanas* pulses.'' 

This was setting the masquerade in its most tempt- 
ing light. It tickled my fancy; and I struck the 
baigtun with the Jew. He was to carry hia own 
Galen, in the shi^ ofthebesthalf of an old missal, 
stolen fnnn a Capuchin ; I undertook the medi<nne 
chest, with all its pills of starch, and aU its powders 
t£ pipe-day. The only thing I insisted upon as a 
sine qua non in the treaty, was not to appear in my 
new character in any of thn streets I bad before 
frequented ; and to this ultimatum the Jew readily 
enough agreed. Matters thus settled between us, 
1 somewhat dolefully exdianged my gaudy appard 
fcf a dress in iwiaoii with that of my principal, and, 
aftxr vunly bc^^ng, in gratitude for my friend V^ 
uli's advice, to have the honour of making upon bim 
my first experiment in my new profesnon, walked 
away with my grotesque patron. 
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Itnmediatety we began stalking through all the 
lanes and by-streets of the capital ; I, vith a pace 
exactly regulated by that of my master, who walked 
before me, and both of us turning our beads con- 
Standy Irom right to left, and trom left to right, like 
weatheivocks, to watch every call ftom a door or 
agnal from a window; but full as much on the alert 
to avtnd old faces, aa to court the notice of new ones. 
Now 9nd then, when we had time for idle chat, I 
used to advise Yacopb, — that was my ^ncipal's 
name, — to provide himself with a proper license for 
kilhng the Grand Signor's subjects, in the shape c^ 
a diploma from the Hetum-bash^.^ He denied not 
the expediency <^ the measure, but he qlways found 
some pretence for delaying the performance. At 
first, his poverty prevented the p^irchase; afterwardsj 
the pressure of buuness ; uid so long did we go oa, 
without any inconvenieoce from the n^lect o^* the 
Bfud formality, that at last we h^an to think we 
never should feel the want of it, and totally io^goi 
there was such a perscm as, a Hekim-baahee. 

Ours was an off-hand method of practice. As all 
cases were pret^ much alike to our skill, a nn^ 
fed of the pulse generally decided the most difficult 
treatments. Our patients — chiefly of the iodustiioua 
class — could not afford long illnesses ; und these we 
certtunly prevented. What most annoyed us was the 
heedsttong obstinacy otwrofi individuals, who aom^ 
times innsted that they still felt disordered, when we 
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ponliv^ assured them ^ey were cured. Had th^ 
been killed instead, they would not have complained ! 
Still more digagreeable inddeiits ocoanonally oo- 
curred. Called is one day to a woman in oonvul- 
Bons, Yaooob, I know not why, prescribed a remedy 
which the Turks r^fard as an insult In her rage, 
the woman flew at him, and bit off half his ear. It 
was oU I could do to save the other half. Another 
day (a Mohammedan festival), a set of merry-making 
Osmanlees insisted on Yacoob's putting on an Eu- 
' ropeaa dress, wbidi they carried about on a pole, "diat 
theymi^t kick him throagh the streets as a Frank; 
and though he actually refused a fee for gratifying 
th^ whim, he nevertheless was made to go through 
Ae vh6i» ceremony. 

I remember a quieter, hut more impresuve scene. 
One evening, as we were retumtog from the Blac" 
(|ueraes,'° an cAd woman threw herself in our way, 
and taking' hcdd of my masta-'s garment, dragged 
him almost by miun force af^ her into a mean- 
Icokii^ liabitation just by, where lay on a oofldi, 
apparently at the last gasp, a man of foreign features^ 
" I facve tvought a physiaan," stdd the female to the 
patient, " who, perhaps, may relieve you." " Why 
will you,*^ — answered he faintly, — " still persist to 
feed idle hopes I I have lived an outcast : saSer me 
at least to die in peace ; nor disturb my last mo- 
meirtB by vain iUunons. My soul pants to rejoin 
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the Supreme Spirit ; arrest not its fli^t : it would 
only be delaying my etem&l bibs !" 

As the Htronger spoke these words — which struck 
even Yacoob sufBciently to make him suspend his 
professional grimace—the last beams of the eetting 
sun darted across the casement of the window upon 
his pale, yet swarthy features. Thus virited/ he 
seemed &H- a moment to revive. "I have always," said 
he, " considered my &te as connected with the great 
luminary that rules the creation. I have always 
paid it due worship, uid firmly bdiered I could not 
breathe my last, whilst its rays shone upon me.' 
Carry me therefore out, that I may take my last fare- 
well of the heavenly ruler of my earthly destinies !" 

We all rushed forward to obey the mandate. But ~ 
the stmrs being too narrow, the woman only opened 
the window, and placed the dying man before it, so 
as to enjoy the full view of the glorious orb, just in 
the act of dropping beneath the horizon. He re- 
mained a few moments in ralent adoration ; and 
mechanically we all jmned' him in fixing our eyes on 
the object of his wcffdiip. It set in all its splendor; 
and when its golden disk had entirely disaf^ieared^ 
we looked round at the Parsee. He too had sunk 
into everlasting rest. 

Our easy successes amongst the lovrra: orders made 
us by degrees asfure to higher patients. We took 
to attending the poor gratis, in order to a^ipear qua- 
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lified to try the constitutions of the ridi ; and, by 
appearing to have respectable customers, ve got 
them. A Beglier-bey^' of Roumili— the ^vat-grand- 
son of a Sultan, on the niother'a nde (for, on the 
Other's, such filiations are stilled in the birth), was 
pasung through Constantinople. One of his Arme- 
nian grooms chose to thank Yacoob fw having been 
rdieved by nature from a trouUesome quinsy, and 
recommended him to his master's kehaya. The 
kehaya also — in spite of Yacoob's attendance— got 
the better of his rheumatism, and prused us to the 
head eunuch. The head eunuch, left by us as we 
found him, spoke of us in high terms to his master; 
and the Visier, on being seized with an indigestim 
for which he had laboured very hard, himself coa- 
descended to send (m us. He however determined 
to have two strings to his bow, and to consult the 
stars as well as the faculty : so that my master found 
hlms^ [ntted agtunst a Moonedjim," who recom- 
mended an emetic, while Yacoob inusted on a con- 
trary remedy. The Viaw, determined to be right, 
slily took both, thinking thus to make tiie opposite 
ofMoioas meet. The medidnes certEunly did ; and 
by th^ conflict, kept us, for a while, in as violent a 
perspiration as the Pasha himself. As however the, 
disorder only proceeded fitHQ too free on indulgence 
of a good appetite, the doiAIe remedy, though a 
little violeDt, in the end proved beneficial'; and aAer 
sufiering a few sympadietic pang% we ultimately 
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reaped both reputatiDn and profit from our treat- 
ment of thb three-tailed patirat. 

Thus we were enabled to quit our itinerant mode 
of life, and to set up near the Backtch^-capoossee^ 
a shop of decent appearance, furnished with jars and 
phiais of ail gorts and sizes. These we inscribed 
with the names of the most costly medioinea, while 
the inude bore witness to their rarity. Instead of 
going in pursuit of patients, we now waited till tbey 
came or sent. In tlie course of his practice my 
prinapal had discovered that, if some ailments will 
only obey a face furrowed with age, youth and fresh- 
ness best dispel certain others ; and these he left to 
my sole management. 

Our Visier (he was ours, body and soul) had his 
two r^^lar wives — fixtures in the ot^tal. But to 
his home establishment he added a lighter travelling 
equipage ofhalfadozenslaves, Circassians uid others. 
Among this hitter troop, the stag^eyed Fathm6 ^tone 
like the full moon among tlie stars. Besides her 
patron of eighty or thereabouts, this fairooe boasted 
two other equally strmiuous admirers; the blade 
eunuch who guarded the harem, and the old go- 
verness whe kept its awtents in ordw. These two 
personages used to devote half their time to the 
oares of their own persons, and the other half to 
watchii^ that of thmr rival. Both having intrusted 
Its wiU) th«r healdi, each took an opportunHy of 
luntii^ hew agret^e I mig^ mske mys^, by 
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putttng that of the otha- beytntd the reach of oon- 
tiiigeacies. It was a glorious hint ! WUhout gmng 
the whole lepgth o( the modeet request, I might 
contrive to keep Signor Suleinuin and Signora Ze- 
Udah confioed to their beds, while I made iny in- 
quiries after the health of their 'prisooers; but un- 
looked fox incidents marred tbb brigld scheme. 

Disaj^Kanted nt Yaooob's not being able to restore 
him at fourscore to the vigour of forty, the Viwer had, 
unknown to hia Jew doctor, called in a new ally i— 
the very person whose lynx-eye Yacoob dreaded 
more than the spectacles of all the imperial Mocn- 
edjims put together, namely, the chief physician of 
the Seragho. Just as my master was coming in tri> 
umphantly one morning to his patron, .with a filial 
of soap-suds and cinnamon which he swore would 
renovate the last defunct Mufti himself, he unex- 
pectedly beheld the crabbed visage of the crusty 
Triestenethevmyfirstthingonthethreshold. Poor 
Yacod) loplced as if he had seen the Medusa in per- 
son ! He however had presence of mind enough left 
to dash his phial to ^eces, and then to be in despiur 
at the accident. It afforded him an opportunity of 
making an immediate retreat, under the pretence of 
running home to repair the grievous loss ; but with 
the fidl determination never more to go near the 
PashaVdoor. This availed him little. The old devil 
of a Triestene, — who at his exit had sent after him 
the ugliest grin I ever beheld,— satisfied that we 
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practised unlawfully, deoounced our doings to the 
preadent of the killing college. The Viaer, — the 
more incensed at being duped, from the pleasure he 
promised himself in bringing together two such 
luminaries of the profession, — threw in his wd^^t 
against us, and the consequence was our being sen- 
tenced to an exemplary puoishment. As we sat 
brooding over the misfortune of the Fasha*B proving 
less a fool than we thought, a posse of police, myr- 
midons invaded our shop, and summoned us to 
prison. These gentlemen, however, as usual, began 
their official functions by emptying all our phials and 
gallipots into their capadous stomachs. Thb pro- 
ceeding, and its natural consequences, caused us a 
short respite. 

While our first guardians were engaged, a new 
set wa« to be sent for : but these conveyed us with- 
out further delay to the place of our confinemmt. 
The very hour which I had destined for consoling 
the fur Fatbmi in ha prison saw me ushered into 
that of the Bagnio.'* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The vast and high enclosure of the Bagnio, n- 
tuated contiguoudy to the arsenal and the docks, 
contjuns a Uttle world of its own, but a world of 
wailing! One part is tenanted by the prisoners 
made on board the enemy's ships, wbo, with an iron 
ring round th«r legs, awut in this dismal repontory 
th^r transference on board the Turkish fleet This 
part may only be called a sort of purgatcoy. The 
other is hell in perfection. It is the larger divi^im, 
filled with the natural subjects of the Grand Signor 
whom their real or supposed misdemeanors have 
Inougfat to this abode of unavuling tears. Here are 
confined alike the ragged beggar uiged by fanuoe 
to steal a loaf, and the rich hanker instigated by 
avarice to deny a depoat ; the bandit who uses open 
violence, and the baker who employs false weights ; 
the land robber and the pirate of the seas, the as- 
sassin and the cheat. Here, as in the infernal re- 
^ons, are mingled natives of every country — Turks, 
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, and Gipsies ; and are 
. confpundedindividualsofeverycreed — the Moham- 
medan, tlie Christian, the Hebrew, and the Heathen. 
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Here the proud and the humble, the opulent and 
the iiecesMtous, are reduced to the direst of equali- 
ties, the equality of torture. But I err: for should 
some hapless victim — perhaps guilty of no other 
ctime hut that of having excited the Sultan's cu- 
pidity, — BiJll wear on his first entrance the livery of 
better days, his more decent appearance will only 
expose him to harsher treatment. Loaded with the 
heaviest fetters, linked to the most loathsome of 
malefactors, he is compelled to purchase every alle- 
viation of his burthen, every mitigation of his pain, 
at the most exorbitant price; until the t6tal ex- 
baustioa of bis slender store has acquired him the 
privilege of being at least on a level with the lowest 
of his fellow sufferers, and spared addititmal torments, 
DO longer lucrative to th^r inflictera. 

Every day a capital fertile in crimes pours new 
ofl«nders into this dread receptacle; and its hi^ 
witlls and deep recesses resound every instant with 
imprecations and, curses, uttered in aO the various 
idioms of the Othoman entpdre. Deep moans and 
dismal yells leave not its frightful echoes a moment's 
repose. From morning till night, and from night 
tin morning, the ear is atunned with the clang of 
duuns, which the galley-slaves wear while confined 
in their cells, aiid which they still drag about when 
toiling at their tasks. Linked together t#o and two- 
for life, should they sink under their sufifeiing^ they 
still continue unsevered afler dei^ ; and the man 
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-doomed to live on, drags after him the corpse of his 
dead cotnpaDion. In no direction can the eye escape 
the spectacle pf atrocioug punishments, and of 
indescribaHe agonies. Here perhaps jou see a 
wretch whose HUffeoed limbs refuse their office, stop 
suddenly ^ort ia the midst of his labour, and, as if 
already impassible, defy the stripes that lay open his 
fiesh, and wut in total immolMlity the last meraful 
Uow that is to end hia misery; frhile, there, you 
Tiew bis companion, foaming with rage and madnes!^ 
turn againBt his own person his desperate hands, 
tear his clotted hair, rend his bleeding bosom, and 
strike big stull until it burst ag^nst the wall of his 
doi^eoa. 

A long unpujHghed porate, a liberated galley-slave, 
Acbmet-reis by name, was the fiend of bell who, by 
}h^ ingenuity in contriving new tortures, and his in- 
fernal delif^t in beholding new sufferings, had de- 
served to become the chief inspector'of this place, 
and the chief minister of its terrors. His joys were 
great, hot th^ were not yet complete. Only per- 
mitteflfhus far to exerdse his craft on mortals, he 
Was still obliged to calculate what degree of agony 
the human frame could bear, and to proportion his 
inflictions to ina»''8 powers of suffering, lest, by 
despatcbiDg his victims too soon, he should defeat 
lua own aim. He was not yet received among his 
brodier demons, in the blissful abodes where tor- 
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menu do not kill, and where pangs may be inoreued 
in' an infinite ratio. 

Of this truth, the very hour of my arrival had af- 
forded him a sorely lamented proof 1 An Armenian 
cashier, suspected of withholding from the Sultan— 
scde heir to all his officers — the deposit of a deceased 
Pasha, had just been delivered oyer into Achmet'a 
hands ; and many were the days of bhss to which 
the executioner looked forward in the diligent per- 
fcHinance of his office. On the-very first applicfr- 
tion of the rwik, out of sheer malice, the Seraff 
expired ! 

Two days later, the whole of Achmet^a pro^>ectB 
of sublunary happiness were near coming to a close. 
Some wretches, driven by his cruelty to a state of 
madness, had sworn hia destruction. Their hands, 
tied behind their backs, could be of no use to them 
in efiecting their purpose. .They detennined to cmah 
him with their bodies. All at the same instant fell 
with their whole weight upon the executioner, or 
upon thar own companicms already heaped upon the 
monster, in hopes of burying his corpse under a 
living tumulus. But Achmet's good star prevailed : 
ere yet his sufibcation was completed soldiers res- 
cued the miscreant. He. recovered, to wreak on his 
disappointed enemies his fiercest vengeance. Their 
"punishmentwas dreadful ! Sanguinary but not cruel, 
prone to shed blood in anger, yet shudderingattor- 
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ture, I wss horror-struck at the scene, and the yells 
of the victims still ling in my ears. 

Charactm-B meet at large in the world, which may 
almost count as sure thdr meeting again, some time 
<ir other, within the narrow precincts of the Bagnio. 
Ofthisspecieswasthecaptain of theMaynote pirate^ 
who took ourVenelian cutter. He now occupied hiB 
winter quarters among the galley-i^aves. Though 
I had had but little time on our first interview to 
cultivate his acquaintance, I could not help remem- 
hering that, from the moment his tall commanding 
figure rose above the wde of our vessel, and stepped 
on board, my stars had assumed a m^der aspect, and 
my atuation had been improved. Eadi, therefore, 
was glad of the rencontre; each expressed his sin- 
cere pleasure at meeting the other; each pohtely 
hoped the other might be destined to make a long 
■snjourn in the place. ■ 

There are men so gifled, as, in whatever situation 
fate maypUcethem,8till toins[nreacert^naweand 
respect, and, though fallen through dint of adverse 
<»rcumstances into the most abject condition, still to 
retain over all around them an innate superxnity. 
Of this sort was Mackart. He had been one' of the 
chieft^ns of that small tribe of mountaineers, pent 
up in the peninsula of Mayno, who, like greater 
nations, claim domimoa over the seas that gird their 
nativerocks. Mackari,therefore,hadonlyconsidered 
himself as acting conformably to his natural right, in 
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capturing tlie vessels that tre^»ssed on his dtnnam 
without purchasing his pertnisaion ; and in his con- 
duct he discerned neitlier injustice nor treachery. 
Hence his lo% soul Btill preserved all its dignity 
amid his fallen fortunes. Patient under every insult^ 
unruffled by the direst torture, he was never heard to 
utter a ugh, to offer a remonBtrancp, or to beg a miti- 
gation of the agonies inflicted on him. Even when 
his keepers, unable to wrest from his scornful lip 
die smallest acknowledgment of their ingenuity in 
torturiog, began to doubt th^ own powers, and — 
irritated at his veryforbearance — resolved to conquer 
by a last and highest outrage his immoveable firm- 
pess; whenwithweights and pulliestheyforced down 
to the ground that countenance, which, serene in the 
midst of suffering; seemed only fit to face the hea- 
vens ; when they compelled him, whose raental at' 
dependence defied all their means of coercion, ctm- 
stantly to behold the fetters that contracted his body, 
they only succeeded to depress his earthly frame ; 
they were not able to lower his unbending spirit. 
Still calm, still serene as before, he only smiled at 
the Jredi chains with which he was loaded ; and at 
each new fetter added to his former shaclde^, his 
mind only seemed to take a loftier flight. 

Yet, impasuble as he appeared to his own woes, 
was he most feelingly alive to those of his com- 
panions. Of eveiy new hardship with which they 
were threatened, he uniformly stood forward to 
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court the Ineference ; and while his fortitude awed 
into utence the useless compUinta of his troop, lua 
self-devotion still relieved its real misery. One day, 
when « fettxnous soldier was going to fell with his 
dub the comrade of Mockari's fetters, whom his 
manacled hands could not save trom the Uow, he 
opposed to the frightful weapon all he could com- 
mand, bis arm ; which, broken by the strike, f^ by 
his side a wreck. 

Thus did the Maynote captain's former crew still 
view in th«r chief, though loaded with irons like 
themselves, not only the master to whom they con- 
tinued to pay all the obedience they could show, but 
the protector on whom they depended for all the 
comfort they could receive. His very keepers were 
unable in his sight to shake off the awe felt by all 
who approached him. They confessed by their fears 
tbor nothingness in his presoice : they scarce could 
derive a sufficient sense of security from alt the fet- 
ters which theyhad heaped upon th^victim. Invain 
would he himself with a bitter and disdainAU smile 
prant to his forlorn state, and ask what they sppre- 
haided Irotii one on wfaooi they might trample with 
impunity ? The mere sound of his voice seemed to 
belie his words. It was the roar of a lion, dreaded 
even through the bars of his cage. And when 
his shackles were loosened, in order that his daily 
labours might b^n ; when Mackari was enabled 
toruseforamoment his longdepressed head; when 
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his majestic brov soared above the bumbW height - 
of his tallest companioas, — ^he looked hke the cedar 
of Lebanon, which, though, scathed by the hg^toiDg 
Irom heaven, stilt overtops all the trees of the forest; 
and the wretches to whose care he was committed 
used immediately to recede to a fearRil distance. ' 
Unendowed with any of the forbearance of the 
Maynote chief, I had scarcely been an ho^ir in the* 
Bagnio before I began to measure with my eye the 
height of its walls, to consider the strength of its 
gates, and to count the number of its guards. Agood- 
patured fellow- aufierer, who guessed my thoughts, 
called me a^de. " Take care what you do," whis- 
pered he; "there is danger even in looking at these 
walls. The mere suspicion of a plan to escape from 
this place meets with the severest punishment : the 
execution b impossible. Should you have suc- 
ceeded so far as to clear every impediment, every 
barrier, every centinel; should you have reached 
the very heart of the city ; should you in its seem- 
ingly impenetrable vortex think yourself most secure 
from any search, you have yet achieved nothing ; 
you have nofc advanced a single step toward your 
liberation. Many. inmates of the Bagnto, possesung 
families in the dty, enjoy unrestrained egress on the 
express conditifm <^ bringing back the missing, or 
of taking that place. The most active and watch- 
ful of the sixes they employ are stationed predsely 
wh«<ev» the security from discovery seems the 
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greatest; and the suffenDgs of those whose attempts 
at eva^n have been baffled by their vifplance are 
BO cruelly ajij^vated, that a man must have lost all 
hope of any other deliverance on this nde the grave, 
ere he attempt bo desperate a mode of reguning his 
freedom." 

Not such was my case. As soon as, recovering 
from my first dismay, I had begun to cast my eye 
around, it had been arrested by a neat little spire 
with a handsome gilded top, pee|»ng over the battle- 
ments of the western enclosure, and which somehow 
struck me as an old acquaintance. No wonder that 
it should ! , It crowned that very pavilion of the 
arsenal where the Drogueman held his office ; where 
sat Mavroyeni ; where I myself had performed with 
applause my first part on the stage of the capital. 
An immediate gleam of hope beamed from its golden 
ba)), and glanced on my mind. " How !"* thou^t 
I, '* Mavroyeni, my old master, shall spend all bis 
mornings within a stone's throw of the place in which 
[unes his Anastasius; shall only be impeded by 
the thicknless of a wall from seeing his hapless &- 
vouiite ; shall almost in the midst of his business 
hear the moans'of his suffering servant : and, if ap- 
plied to, can he refuse to relieve me ? — Impossible ! 
He needs only know where I am, and what miseries 
I experience, to restore me, not perhq>s to his pri»> 
tine favour, but to the comment jnivile^ of living, 
or at least of dying, where I chooK.^ 



.,Googlc 



418 ANASTASIUS. 

My only doubt was whether I should demean 
myself so far as to implore his intercesaon. This 
scruple, however, one of my satellites soon helped 
me to get over, by an opportune application of his 
switch — only to keep his hand in practice — just as 
I sat down in deep deliberuion. Accordingly X ad- 
jured the first fellow-prisons who was liberated, by 
all that he held sacred, to acquunt the Drogueman 
with my confinement, and to lay bef<xe him my pe- 
tition. I must confess that there was nothing the 
good-^atuied creature did not promise, in his joy, to 
do for me ; but there I rather imagine his generoaty 
stopped. Though he had swwn that the san should 
not set before he spoke in my bdialf, the sua set and 
rose, and set and rose again^ and nothing more was 
heard of the fate o£ my request I hereupon re- 
peated it to another person allowed to leave the 
Bagnio, and after him to a third, and to a fourth ; 
but always with the same result All professed equal 
readiness to serve me, but all were either alike for- 
getful of that promise, m- unsudcesaful in their ^ 
plication ;' for no notice was taken of me by Mavro- 
yeni In vain I lingered day after day in feverish, 
expectation :. in vain I queBlioned eveiy new ftice 
that appeared ! No one knew any thing of my buffl- 
ness ; no one had heard my name mentioned. At 
last I became convinced that the Drogueman was 
detenpined to leave me to my tate, and restdved 
to give up all finlher hopes of bang freed, at l^ast 
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by the hand of man. I Bay "by the hand of mau;* 
— ^br a higher power was be^ning to manifest its 
awful presence, which held out a proEjiect of speedy 
release, not cmly to me, hut to the whole Bagnio. 

This was the plague. 

The scourge bod been acpected for some time. 
By eerovl of the prisoners had the fnghtful hog, its 
barbiDger, been distinctly seen hovering with hep 
baf s wings over our drear abode, and with her 
hooked talons Dumbenng one by one her intaided, 
but still unsuspecting victdmsi In the nlence of the 
ni^t she had been heard leisurely calling them by 
their names, knocking at their several doors, and 
marking with livid spots the damp walls of th^ 
cells.' 

Nothing bat the visitatiim of this destructive mon- 
ster seemed wanting to com[Jete the horrors wluch 
snrroundedme: — forifeven,when<nilystalkingforth 
among men free to Sy Jrom its approach, and to 
shrink from its contact, the gaunt spectre mows 
down whole ^nations like the ripe cam in the field, 
it may be imaged what havoc ensues when it is 
pennitted to burst, forth from the inmost howds of 
hell, in the midst of wretches close-wedged in thrar 
dungnms or linked together at their tasks, whom it 
must trample dowp to the last, ere it can find a voit 
in space. It is there that, — with afocus of infection 
ready formed, a triun of miasma ready laid on every 
side, — though this prime minister of death strike at 
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raDdom, it never misses its urn, and its progress out- 
strips the quickness of lightninf* or of thought. It 
IB there that even those who thus far ret»n full pos- 
sesuon of health, already calculate the hours they 
still may live; that those who to^ay.drag to their 
last abode their lifeless companions, to-morrow are 
liud beside them ; and that those who are dying, 
make themBelves pillows of the bodies not yet cold 
of those already dead. It is there that we may be- 
hold the grim destroyer, in one place awaited in 
gloomy silence, in auother. encountered with fell 
imprecations, here impldred with anxious cries, there 
welcomed with eager thanks, and now perhaps re- 
ceived with convuMve laughter and mockery, by 
Buch as, trying to drink away its terrors, totter on 
the Iwink of the gnive, from drunkenness as well as 
frota disease. 

The before busy bee-hive of the Bagnio, there- 
fore, soon became a dreadful solitude. Its spodous 
inclosures, so lately teenvng with tenants of every 
description, now began to present a void sull more 
IrightAil than its fimner fidness. Universal ^ence 
pervaded those endless g^eries, but a'few days be- 
fore re-echoing with the confused din of thousands 
of prisoners, fighting for an inch of ground on which 
to lay tlieir aching heads ; and npthing any longer 
tq^peared that wore a human shape, except here and 
there some livid skeleton, which, as if again cast up 
by the grave, slowly crept along the damtny waUs- 
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When however the dire disease had devoured all 
that could offer food to its voracity, it gradually fell 
like the flame which has consumed its fiiel; and at 
last became extincl. What few miserable remajiu 
of the former pt^uktioa of the Bagnio had escaped 
its fury, were again restored to the r^ular suffferings 
of the pUce, suspended during the utmost haght <^ 
the desoIatioD. 

I was among these scanty rehcs. I who, indif- 
ferent to life, had never stooped to av<ud the Bbafts. 
of death, even when tbey flew thickest around me ; 
had more than once laid my finger on the livid wound 
they inflicted ; had probed it as it festered, I yet 
remained unhurt : for sometimes the plague is a mag- 
nanimous enemy, and, while it seldom spates the 
pu^llanimous victim, whose blood, running cold ere 
it is tainted, lacks the energy necessary to repel^he 
infectimi when at hand, it will pass him by whQ 
dares its utmost fury, and advances undaunted to 
meet its raised dart. 

Not that my old master Yacoob can be quoted ta 
another instance in point. He too esct^)ed indeed : 
but it was from any thing but excess of courage. 
Probably the [Oague thought his former campaigns 
in her cause, as on old clothesman, should not be for-, 
gotten in his later sets of hostiUty as a phymcian. 
Little trusting, howerer, to the generouty of his old 
ally, who might con^der the obligabtm fully repaid 
by the ample stock of goods she occasionally had pio- . 
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cured him, his mind had, during the prepress of the 
disease, brought forth nothing but plans of eva^n. 
£ach later device indeed miscarried, as all the for- 
mer contrivances had done before it ; but this was 
only to g^e birth to some plan still later and more 
preposterous. One day, astride on the Ic^y summit 
of the outer wall which surrounds the prison, he had 
nearly given his enfeebled guardians the slip, by softly 
letting himself down upon a heap of rubbish thrown 
up outude as if on purpose to break his fall, when, 
most unluckily espi^, he was hauled down Uf rec^ve 
a hundred lashes on the soles of his feet, for the nim- 
ble use he had made of them. This castigaUon, if 
inflicted, must have ended his troubles. Fortunately 
he had laboured before under a suspidon of mad- 
ness ; and so violent a paroxysm of raving now sud- 
denly seized him, that someof the by-standers began 
to think an ho^ital fitter for his residence than a 
priscHi. Thc'sacredness of insanity saved his skin. 
The keepers durst not execute the sentence passed 
upon him ; and Achmet, to whom a treat in his own 
way was, snce the ravages of the plague, become a 
rarity, walked off sorely disappcMnted, and devoudy 
jHBying God to deliver the Bagnio from all such 



. Yaeoob's contrivances to be released from hid con- 
finement did not end here. He had got by heart 
all the prayers of the Mohunmedans, and secretly 
made hims^ perfect in all the accompanying ges- 
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tures. One morning, after he had attracted the eye 
ofa TurkiBh visitor of Bune dutinction, be suddenly 
fell OQ his face, crying : " he saw the prophet, and 
was not mly Indden by him to embrace IgUmJBm,' 
but actually instructed how to perform its rites ;" — 
of which indeed he forthwith acquitted himself 
with great dexterity. The bait took with the 
stranger ; but the farce was laughed at by the fa- 
miliars of the place, who told Yacoob he might go to 
the mosque if he chose, but reminded him that there 
was one in the fii^nio. This damped hiB religious 
ardour, and the vision sneaked off, as vi^ona do. 
SttU did he frcui time to time repeat his grimaces ; 
and b^ was always observed to invoke Allah most 
lustily when a stranger came in' «ght. It was cu- 
rious to see the holy violence with which on these 
occarions he vent through his Namaz,^ unul large 
drops of perspiration trickled down his greasy face. 
No disappointments had power to stop these pious 
but unavailing exercises. 

He and I herded htde together. The ordinary 
ctHupanion of my toil was a young Greek, nearly of 
my own age, but, trom bis less elevated stature, his 
rounder features, and his. nwre delic^x orat^lexion, 
seemingly three ot four years younger. His dress, 
though at the time rather the worse for wear, pre- 
served an appearance of something beyond mere 
neatness, or even costliness : it had a sort of studied, 
and what would be called in Christendom Uieatrical, 
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elegance. His gut and tnanners corresponded. Tbtf 
too wore, not on ur of quality, but a spedes of re- 
cherche carried beyond natural grace. This arti- 
IJdtil exteiior, this refinement of appearance, v&n 
the more remarkable from the dmplicity of mind, 
the ungleness of heart, on which they seoned super- 
stnicted. The vamish penetrated not beyond the 
surface. Yet there it adhered pertinaciously, and, 
with the most sncere and heart-felt piety, Anagnosti 
never fell upon his knees to say hia prayers, without 
an (ur, and never rose iirom his devotions, without a 
grace. He himself, when aware of these superfluous 
ornaments, blushed, and would have given all he 
possessed to shake them off: but they clung to him 
iahis own despite. ' Sometimes I used to rally him 
on a semblance of affectation so httle suited to our 
abode, atid so discordant with his real character. 
'^ Is it my fault f" cried he one day. " If the plant 
has BO long been trained to formal symmetry, can 
the utmost neglect itself immediately recal its prinu- 
tive ease and wildnem F The sul^ect^ as you may 
hav^ observed, is one I do not like to think of, and 
hitherto have carefully avtaded : . but your good n^ 
ture ossureB me of your pity. Hear my story, and 
judge." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



" MTfether," contlDued Anagnosd, "was Proesti' 
of Stavro : Fbonea gave birth to my revered mo- 
ther. ." 

, '* No doubt," cried I, interruptiDg hitn, ** all the 
w(H-]d luiows those two important places ; but fancy 
me very ignorant, and tell me where they lie P" 

** Near Corinth," answered the youth, somewhat 
surprised, and resumed his tale. 

" The inhabitants of Phonea," — said he, — "justly 
hoast of their proficiency in the mysteries of divina- 
tim. This art formed my mother's principal por- 
tion. Unfortunately, her skill made her foresee 
every calamity, but it found a cure for none ; and 
she spent her life in "bewailing her sorrowful endow- 
ments. Those of my father were of a different cast. 
They conusted not so much in doubling present 
evils by the fear of future mischiefs, as in making 
the best of the ills we laboured under. When there- 
fore one evening a troop of Amaoots, — in order to 
pay themselves for the unwelcome protection they 
had afforded us agmnst the Rus^ns, — jJundravd 
our bouse, made fire-wood of our olive^rees, and 
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turned out our cattle into our viaeyards, my mtich 
reelected father t^Merved how fwtunate was this 
misfortune, as we possessed at Salonica a rich rela- 
tion, who would do better for us than we could do 
for ourselves — unless, as my mother added, with a 
shake of the bead, be ^ould be dead or ruined. 

" This kinemaD we determined to teek out. Leav- 
ing our pabimony at the mercy of the waymde, as 
a trifUng acknowledgment for his trouble in selling 
us to the robbers, we bade adieu to our native land, 
^whioh never had looked more lovely than it did 
at that moment, — and set out upon our journey. 
My father trusted for our travelling expenses to 
the charity with which he was sure Providence 
would insfHre every mortal we met ; while my mo- 
ther trembled -lest we should only meet banditti. 
If any thing could move the hardest heart, it c«^ 
tainly was our procesrion. Ima^ne, first, a man 
already in years, loaded with the scanty wrecks of 
his property; next, a woman, pale, emaciated and 
borne down by illness, with a baby, at the breast, 
and leading another by the hand, hardly able to f(^- 
low;. while myself, between two httle g^ls, one of 
ten and one of twelve, in a most tattered condiUon, 
brought up the rear. We did not beg, for we knew 
not the way ; but we looked wretchedness itsdf : 
and sometimes we found relief, and to those that 
bestowed it, we gave in return all we had to giv^ 
— our blessing. As however we advanced on the 
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journey, we b^an to need less asastance. Thismj 
mother had laiA would happen, and she herself waa 
the one that accomplished her prediction. Snkiiig 
under her grief, she turned out of the path, sat dowa 
upon a stone, and urged us to proceed ; — for she 
could go no further. I threw my anus round her 
neck, tried to cheer her, and sobbed. ' O mj 
. Anagnoati ;' stud Bhe,'as she pressed my little fingers 
within her clanuny hand, and fixed on my eoun- 
tenance her anxious boding look,—' O my curly- 
headed boy I remember your poor mother's last 
words : let others fear th«r foes ; you, my sweet 
innocent, beware only of your fri^ds I' Then, in 
convulnve agony, she clasped me to her breast, laid 
down her head, and died. 

** Much as my mother's weakness had retarded 
our prt^resB, her decease was the only event in which 
my father could not at first see any advantage. Long 
he wept for his loss, and at last, assisted by us all, 
he dug a grave by the road-side. In' it was buried 
my poor mother, — all but this lock of hiur, which 
shall only return to dust with her child- 

" Just as we again set forward &om the dismal 
spot, the baby, which had- long been pining, expand 
forwant of sustenance. We would not divide in death 
what in life had thus far still been as one : and turn- 
ing back, deposited the child in the U^ of its 
parent :— they sleep together ! 

" My father now observed, ' it was better for my 
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mother to be dead than to suffer ; and my little bro- 
ther wa? provided for.' Still he never ceased to weep 
until we arrived at Volo. A lady of that place, who 
had lost an only child, took such a fancy to my rosy 
face, that she begged to have it. Her nauseous 
kisses had stamped it hers already I After my 
mother's, could I bear them ? My father too was 
but indifferently inclined to part with hisAnagnosti 
— the only one of his children who in all his looks 
and sayings reminded him of his Zoe : but he was 
poor, he thoughttbathia loss would be my advantage, 
and he only proceeded on ^th the other three. I 
staid, to cry and to be kissed. 

" At Salonica my father found that his affluent 
relation had died a bankrupt, as my mother had 
foretold. ' This,' he observed, ' must make him re- 
turn to the labours of the field, which alW all were 
the healthiest^ Alas! in the damp deleterious 
country, to whose chmate he was unaccustomed, 
they carried him off. It was what my mother knew 
would happen. In a quarrel between my fkther and 
his way wode, she had heard the spiteful wretch wish 
his worthier neighbour a seven years' ague. * The 
disease only took seven months to bring him to the 
grave ; and. this he thought a great mercy. While 
ill too, he remembered that one day in the fields, on 
suddenly turning round, he had seen his fellow- 
• labourers, jealous of a stranger, stamp on his ^- 
dow. How could he after that be expected to live ? 
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At the last gasp, his eye Kt up at the thoughts of 

r^oitung his Zoe ! — and his poor Anagnosti, ho was 
sure, would not long stay behind. Charitable per- 
BODS took in the other little orphans : I sent them 
ihe few pence I had collected : but alas, my little 
board was lost by the way [ 

" My own good fortune lasted not. TThe old lady 
at Volo who had promised to adopt me, changed her 
fondness into aversion when she found how dearly 
I loved to play in putfdles, and how little I liked to 
be kissed. She scolded me for being a boy ; and 
agbed to think what a bdy little girl she might have 
had in my place, whp never for an instant would 
have quitted her side. The first of these faults I 
acknowledged, and observed that she might have 
been aware of it before ; and as for the other 
grievance, I told her ' if I could not always stay by 
ber side, I could do the next best thing ; which was 
never to go near her agiun.* She made no reply, 
and I ran away. 

" As I had always promised the Holy Virgin 
faithfully to divide with her whatever I might earn, 
I made no doubt that she would direct me well in 
my search for a livelihood. I cannot think she did ; 
though it might be for my good. She made me en- 
gage on board a Hydriote* laden with com for thq 
Black Sea. A ^ngle family formed the crew, from 
the cantdin down to the lowest cabin-boy. But to 
that tiinilly poor Anagnosti belonged not; and when 



■,Got)'^lc 



130 ANASTASIUS. 

all the rest Ueed in a calm to donee oo the deck, I 
alone was left out to listen to thor mirth in the hold. 
Alas, I have Eance had dancing enough ! At the 
time, however, I thou^t the hardship so great, that 
on mj knees I begged the captain to let me dance 
with the rest, and to flog me afterwards as much as 
he pleased. Had he granted my petition, I might 
not have had leisure to discover, as I did, how ill a 
sEulor's task suited my alulities, or agreed vrith my 
duty to the Panagia. I therefore resolved to aban- 
don my amphibious life. The moment we touched 
at Constantinople I took to my heels, not doubting 
to find an easy subsistence in a place ^ere, as I had 
heard, the streets were paved with silver, and the 
houses roofed with gold. For two long days I waded 
knee-deep in mire ; sleeping at night among the an- 
dera of the pubUc baths, and waking in the morn- 
ing without a morsel of bread to break my fast. So 
great became my hunger, that, at a sudden turn 
whidi brought me oppo^te a cook-shi^ near the 
Tophana,* the sight of a plate of kiebabs* hot from 
the oven almost bereft me of my senses. Not danng 
to approach, I involuntarily fell on my knees, and 
half worshipped the dear hissing cutlets at a respect- 
ful distance. An ill-looking fellow saw the action, 
and guesung the motive, told me, * if I was hungry, 
to come along with him : — I should not want for 
bread, as be was a baker.' He wanted a shop-boy ; 
and hard as it nught seem for the aoa of Proesti of 
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Stavro to sell rolls at Constantinople, my stomach 
audibly groaned the words : ' necesutj had no law T 

" My a{^>renticeship was short. The very second 
day of my ministry, after a flying vi^t from a Turlr, 
my master came np to me, and sud * he liked me so 
veil, that he had determined immediately to give 
me a share in the business ; and I had nothing to 
do — whoever might call — but to say that the oou- 
cem was my own.' On this my principal ran out, 
leaving me in astonishment at my speedy promotion. 

*' A person did call ; and I did say that the con- 
cern was my own : but as that person was the 
Stunboot Effendee,^ who had set apart tl at day for 
weighing the weights and for measuring the mea- 
sures of the different tradesmen, the defidency he 
f()uiid in ours made him — though very condescend- 
ing and familiar at first — end by ordering that I 
should be dealt by as I dealt by my loaves ; namely, 
baked in my own oven. In tlus eon^sted the chief 
advantage I was to derive &om the partnership. 

" My cries of * Aman''' at this mtemperate sen- 
tence, brought out the whole neighbourhood. It 
well knew my master's character, vouched for mine 
- witliont knowing it, and, through dint of strenuotut 
interces^on, moved the Effendee to such excess of 
lenity, as, in regard for my innocence, only to order 
me three dozen strokes on the soles of my feet. 

"The<^ng^ undoubtedly, was to my advantage : 
-yet did I -feel so angry, that I swore rather to go 
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without bread all the days ormy Tife, than ever agaiil 
to trust to a baker. Lame as'I was, I tried to hol> 
ble away. An odd-looking man, who had been 
ey^ng me al^ along from head to foot, asked me 
whether I loved daociiig. The question seemed in- 
sulting ; but, lest I should commit myself, I nather 
answered yes nor no. ' You have been iU-used'— 
added he—* My compas^onate heart mores me to 
take you home, there to cure your bruises.* I fan- 
cied not the man''s countenance, but my feet told me 
not to mind his face, and I saw the less of it as he 
took me on his back. While tiding along, I con- 
caved very ^nister forebodings; but when set down 
where we stopped, I smiled at my fears. Nothing 
could look less terrific than the place of my destina- 
tion. Around the walls hung suspended by elegant 
cords and tassels, lutes, cymbals, guitars, and other 
mufflccd instruments, beautifully inlud with mother 
of pearl. The richest dresses were airing at the 
windows ; and if the habitation resembled my one 
thing more than another, it was a temple of mirth. 
In fact, when, restored by wholesome application^, 
both outward and inward, I asked what return I 
could make for so muchhos[Htality? the answer waa, 
' to dance.* 

" I immediately began capering. But this was 
not the thing meant. My host — a Greek of Scyra-^ 
had in hie youth been a dancer by professioh. Age 
iiaving stifiened his jcnnts, he now giuned his liveli- 
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bad a number of boys vhom he trained to perform 
ballets in the conacks or palaces of the great His 
i^e had been cau^t by my Dimbleness when about 
to be put into the oven, and he nniaed my ambition 
by pledg^g himself to make me a first-rate datacer. 
" the greatest natural genius still requires cuL- 
ture. For a while I toiled beyond conception. But 
as I never attempted a difficult step without ad- 
dressing the Fana^^ 1 succeeded at last, I may 
Bsy without vanity, that I acquired the perfection of 
the art The exactness of my poise, the preciw)n 
of my movements, the apparent ease with which I 
performed the most difficult steps, were pronounced 
positively sublime. From the ends of my fingers to 
Ae. tip of my toes, all was expression. The best 
connmsseuiB declared that in me alone they had. 
fixmd the poetry of the heel ; and my very sbadov. 
was lighter than other people's shadows. But I do- 
not wish to pteaae myself! 

: "That I became celebrated, I need not telL Eytrj 
other dancer was voted execrable. Whienerer I aj^- 
peored, I was stunned with applause before I moVed 
a step ; and the spectators were entranced at my 
perfimnance of what in others would have been 
hissed : for it was not always that I exited my best 
abilities. With indifferent judges I would scarcely 
stir ; and even with the best I sometimes had my 
bad days, when aU the coaxing in the world could 
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not draw out my powers. loocefelt soiUmreaBty, 
that another dancer was sent out ip my clothes, wht^ 
BccompUshiog with evident effort what I pa'formed 
with ease, made the blockheads declaim that I never 
yet had danced so well as I did that cveniog. 

" My emcJumeiits kept pace with my celebrity. 
At each pause in my exhibiuonH, my forehead used 
to be studded with gold coins ; ^ and at the conclu- 
sion of the perfomiaiice, heaps of sequins showered 
from all udes into my spangled c^. Who then 
could have fanded me otherwise than haj^ ? But 
it is one thing to dival others, and it is another to 
taste of joy one^a self t The constant fatigue, the 
sense of dependance, the fear of not succeeding, the 
liability to the humours of a capridous audience, 
the danger of lo^g the attraction of novelty, the 
chance of being eclipsed by some abler competitor, 
are alone dreadful drawbacks on a profession like 
Bune. Yet with me they were nunor evils. Keener 
sufTeiings peculiar to myself ass^ed me, and that 
in general by {H«&rence just when my dtuafion 
seemed most enviable: for it was almost always 
m the intoxication and flurry of spirita produced by 
the exertions I made, by the bravos I excited, and 
by the crowds of people, the glare of li^ts, and the 
din of instruments I moved among, that the image 
of my deceased mother, as she appeared in.her last 
moments, would rise with most dietinctness to my 
heated fancy. And often have I, between, the seve. 
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nl acts of the entertainment, retired to some lonely 
ctMiier to weep at liberty, while the whole assembly 
seemed in ecstadee of pleasure. It is true, that if 
dandng (Ht)duced ntdancholy, melancholy more than 
(Hice in its turn jwoduced dsncing. Sometimes, in 
the sort of phrensybrou^tonbythe clang of afiiU 
band, I have started up, and, hke the Mewlewi Der- 
wishes,^ have reeled round the room like a persoB 
intoxicated ; untUj completely exhausted, I fell sense- 
less on the floor. 

. " To add to the ^Bcomforts ofmyntu^on, Iwas 
not even aOowed to retain the hard-earned tiuits i^ 
my labour. Of the goU which I gained by the sweat 
of my brow not a para remained my own, except 
what in the evening, when I crossed the ccmeteiy of 
Galata, I had the address to slip into a hollow tree, 
or to drop behind a mouldoing tombstone, where 
the crows often were the 6rst to find my little store. 
The moment I got home from our nightly exhibitim 
I was r^pilarly searched, and every forthing found 
about me went into my master's pocket, as fais pay 
for my board, lod^ng, and muntenanoe. Enraged 
at his illilm^ty, I me evemng threw my gilt jacket 
in lus &ce, saying, I wished to keep nothing that 
was his, but would go and exercise my t^eat, naked 
as I stood, on my own account Hereupon the vaiD> 
pire — the odious blood-sucker— brought against me 
such a bill for bestowing that talent, t£ which he said 
I wanted to rob him, as must have left me all my 
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life a m&* drudge— tt puppet moving at Bis nod,— ^ 
had I not determined to settle the account io my 
own way, 

" In &ct, now clearly discerning the whole drift 
of the hosfntaiity which the Scyrote had so kindly 
afforded me, I henceforth watched my opportunity 
to slip away from the hallet-maater at Galata, as I' 
had done from the lady at Volo, the Hydriote cap- 
tain, and the fraudulent haker. This was not an 
easy matter. Our manager was violence perwui- 
£ed, and never allowed me to go out of his sight. 
An accident befriended me. One of my companiona 
had long oherished the greatest envy of my supe- 
riority. In a pas-de-deux which .we performed ti> 
gether as a lover and his mistress, he kicked my 
shins ; I boxed his ears ; be retorted by breaking on 
myhead theguttar with which he was serenading me, 
and scratching my face in such a manner that, the 
next time the troop went out, I was left at home as 
unfit to be seen. Whatever might ail my head, my 
heels were in good order ; I tocdt to them as usual, 
and never stopped till I had reached the quarter 
most remote from where the Scyrote hved. 

" Here I might dance on my own account as 
much as I pleased, but found nobody to dance to, 
except the lowest rabUe. In retiring out aS my 
master's ladtude 1 had outstepped my own vantage- 
ground. FrcMn exhibiung in palaces to assemblies 
of tlie great, amid lowers of gdd, I was reduced to 
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bnl in tavenu for the amusement of nifflain, wbcr 
thought a few paras a very liberal reward ; afler 
perhaps mortifying my pride into the barg^n, by 
invidious comparisons with some arrant postare- 
nuker. Obliged to lower the tone of my perffmnance 
to the standard of my new patrons, I lost aU that 
finish and delicacy of movement for which my 
dandng had been celebrated, and dwindled into 
little better than a tumbler. 

" Not was this all One mght, after drudging to 
amuse a set of brutes^ I met with such ill-treatment 
irom the Bacchantes thor companions, as to make 
pie expect, with my poor lyre, the end of Orpheus. 
Thank God! thePanagia — knowing how observant - 
I always had been of her festivBls — protected me 
even ag»t)Bt her own sex, and my poor life was 
saved, little worth as it was. This signal escape led 
me to serious reflections. 

" I had always been punctual in my prayers, both 
before dancing and after ; and bad as yet committed 
no very heinous sin, save once on a fes&^y eadng 
some nice Yaoort,'° which a Turk gave me after a 
long performance ; but I did. not know what worse 
might happen in my daily intercourse with infidels ; 
and I determined to avcnd the danger by quitting a 
profes^on, whidi, if diatinguisbed, is also dangerous, 
and full of hazard to one's faith and morals. 

." Alas I it was too late to execute my good in-' 
tendons ! . My spedal admirers, meetmg at a tavern 
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irith Hit ptofesaed supporten of a rival dBncerj Ae 
two factions came to a pitched b^tle, in wfaicli a life 
or two were lost, while I— the incoceat cause of the 
diBturbaoce — was taken up by the patrpie, and 
thrown into this jdace of wretchedness : more than 
ever convinced of the truth of all my honoured 
mother's pret&tions.—- For wh^ were the old lady 
of Volo, who washed her hands of me when I would 
kiss her no longer ; the Hydriote captain, who would 
not let me dance with my messffiateB, after pving 
me shelter on board his ship ; the baker who first 
fed, and next slily destined me to a snug com^ in 
Us oven ; the Scyrote, who cured, who entertained, 
and afterwards robbed me of all my lawful gains ; 
tuid the Caleondjees, who wait about my zealous 
diampons, in order to get me almost torn to pieces 
^b by limb, and locked up in the Bagnio — but so 
many persons, at first all professng themselves my 
atanch and trusty friends I and such is the borror 
with which that word now inspires me, that, were I 
to hear the Pana^ herself say she was my fnend, 
great as hitherto has been the holy lady^s goodness, 
I should expect her to end by joying me scnne 
scurvy Qick !" 

Here ended my companion's tale — the ^thfiil 
picture of his mind, in which moral recbtude and 
affection were strangely comlnned mth conceit, ere* 
dulity and bigotry. In the wide range of mxaal 
intercourse, this odd mixture might not perbapa 
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IiaTe taken much hold on my harder compound ; 
nor should I gre&tly have coveted an inUmacy with 
the character of a Mage-dancer graced on a pea- 
sant; but in the narrow pre<nncta of the Bagnio 
fastidiousness wears out, and constant propnquity 
produced diSerent sentiments ; and the nunv, ai 
athwart Anagnosti's apparent facility of temper and 
tenderness o( heart there broke forth a sort of de- 
tramined sturdiness on certiun points, which all the 
laxity of his education and companions had never 
removed, and n^ich, inclined as one might be to 
smile at bis studied exterior, induced a sort of 
respect for the stuff within. Insensibly, therefore, 
an attachment grew between us, which, though it 
daily increased, gave my companion no alarm, until 
one day I remarked how great an alleviation out 
mis^y had derived from our friend^ip. At thia 
unguarded speech Anagnosti turned pale. " Friend* 
ship !^ repeated he ; " Say not so ! It will again 
bring me ill fortune. Like the rest of my friendi^ 
you will ultimately be my bane.'" 

*' Words," answered I, laughing, " cannot alter 
the nature of things. We certiunly at this moment 
are fiiends, and warm ones too : for I believe each 
would willingly lay down his life for the other; 
and even if the dangers of friendship should now 
make us resolTe to bectnne bitter enemies, it would 
already be too late: — already would the [wesent 
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evil fiul to insure redemptiixi from the future' one ! — ■' 
TBemischief is done; the spell is upon you.'* 
. " Tben,^ stud Anagnosti, after ruminatiiig a little,i 
f if we cannot be less than fiiends, let us be more ! 
Let us beccNne brothers ; let relifpon sanctify our in- 
Umacy, so as to divest it of its dangers:" — and upon 
this he proposed to me the solemn ceremony>"whidi, 
in our church, unites two frieuds of nther sex in the 
face of the altar by solemn tows, gives them the en- 
dearing appellation of brothers or usters, and im- 
poses upon them the sacred obUgation to stand by 
each other iii life and in death,. 
. Anagnosti, though he certainly had in hb dif- 
ferent avocations run away full as oflen as he had 
stood his ground, and hod derived fnun faia last 
mode of life a certain outward tinge of effeminacy, 
yet in reality was as brave as a&ctionate. He 
had more than once reusted his guardians most 
niaufully in thai unjust behests; be had even de- 
fended his new friend at the risk of his hfe: — fot^ 
one day that, disabled by iUness, I lay at the mercy 
of every aggressor, he had wrested from a fellow 
slave the da^^r, levelled at my breast for the sake 
of the worn-out capote which supported my head ; 
^nd from his ^spdsition there was every reason to ex- 
pect that Uie fruits and the burthens of our alliance 
would be ever equally shared. The first day there- 
£jre that we could obtain the permisoon,. we went 
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to a priest id tbe Bagnio, and desired the holy maot 
after the sliort service which our streightened meant 
permitted, to accomplish the indissoluble union. At 
first the venerahle papas treated the request as a 
jcsL " The practice," he etad, " was quite obso- 
lete, except among the most barbarous dans of the 
. remotest provioces. £{Hrotes, and other savages 
who like them lived in eternal strife, might indeed 
sdll retain such <^d customs,** but the pe<^e at 
Constantinople were snifidently employed in minding 
their own concerns, without gratuitously enga^ng 
to risk their lives for others." This remonstrance 
j»Y>ducing no effect, the priest warned us mnv earr 
nestly to consider, before we irrevocably bound our- 
selves by so serious an engagement Still we in- 
nsted, and he at last complied. He enveloped us 
iu tbe sacred veil, symbol of the holy ties we con> 
traded ; and made us swear on our knees, in the 
face of Heaven, to ^are together like brothers, 
.while we breathed, both good and adverse fortune.. 

The solemn vow pronounced, and Heaven fer> 
vcntly im{dored to bless it, we again rose. I thook 
Anagnosti by the hand, and could not refrain from 
saying, " though now , brothers, still fiiends as 
before." 

He involuntarily shuddered. All his fears re- 
curred ; and on casting off the sacred zone, we found 
jon it a fresh stun of blood. How it came there 
jMsther of us could gu^. Both searched for titt 
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etuse : tioti& coold be discoverecl ; and we at last 
forgot the evil omen. 

The very period which saw our indmacy indis- 
solubly riveted, was fated to be that of our seponu 
tion. Whether at the time <^ my imprisonnient 
the length of my detention had been lixed ; or whe- 
ther (as I afterwards suspected) Mavroyeni, while 
apparently rejecting my application, in reality had 
procured my deliverance, — one morning, when I 
least expected my freedom, I was Indden to quit 
the Bagnio. I say " biddra (" for, thinking the 
tlung optional, I at first, in confomity with my sa- 
cred engagement, refused to accept the boon offered, 
unless shared by my friend. But I newfound my> 
eelf as little allowed to stay in, as I had before been ' 
to stay out of the Bagnio, at my pleasure. I must 
resume my liberty whether I chose or not, and was 
Very near being driven by force out of prison,— -a 
sconewhat unusual circumstance ! Anagnosti tried 
to sweeten the bitterness of my release, by ob- 
serving that it might be rendered instrumental in 
procuring his own. " B*member," stud he, ** that 
in loring you, I lose all. O An^tarius, O my — 
Jriend ! remember," ..... 

Here his sobs interrupted his speech, and the 
guards, tired of our tedious leave-taldng, tore us 
astmder. After proceeding on a few yards, I turned 
round to cast one more last lobk after my com- 
puiion: ^t fttietidy the gates had been shut be- 
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hind me ; and I went forth — shaking off indeed 
the dust of my pHson, and with all Constanliiiople 
open before me,— but without a mngle particle of 
that rapturous joy of hearty which I always fancied 
muBt crown the hour of my liberatiiMi. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



To enjoy liberty one must live, and to live one 
must eat, and I had not a para in the wcn-ld to pur- 
chase me a meal. In this embarrascdng situation I 
thought of my old patron. If he really bad pro- 
cured my freedom, it was proper to thank him ; if 
not, it still was wise to do go. In the first case, he 
might be induced by my sense of past kindness to 
seek still greater cl^ms to my future gratitude; 
mnce benefactors of^ resemble gamblers, who 
double their stakes rather than lose the benefit of a 
first throw: and in the latter case, the thanks I gave 
for ima^nary services would make the Drc^eman 
wish to deserve them by real obligations. Gratitude 
I had often found most {noductive when it preceded 
the benefit Besides, I had my friend Anagnosti to 
intercede for ; and I was desirous to strike the iron 
while it was hot. 

Most willingly would I have smartened myself 
up a little for the viat. A t^tered appearance not 
only smooths the way but indifferently athwart the 
out^post of pampered domestics, who guard the ap- 
proaches of the great man^i citadel ; it often even 
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makes the master himself ashamed of his petidoner. 
The rich are ever ready to accuse the poor of want- 
ing proper respect, when they oifeiid the fastidious 
eye of pnde by the display of theic wretchedness. 
The utmost^ I could do, howerer, was to arrange 
my rags graceTuUy; and — ^repeating to myself, as I 
strutted along, that a man's innate di^ty of mim 
and manners were a sufficient passport even to the 
presence of a king — I boldly went to the Fanar, 
and with the least posuhle tremor knocked at Ma- 
. yroyeni's door. 

It certainly opened at my summons, but not to let' 
me enter. The porter who answered, holding it 
ajar in his hand, contrived to fill the whole aperture 
with bis own person, until he bad mast leisurely 
surveyed mine. While thus examined, I recognised 
in my surveyor an old acquaintance. So it seems 
he did in me ; for when I asked to see his master, 
he banged the door in my face, without a syllable of 
reply. It was just what I myself had done a dozen 
times, when with Mavroyeni at Argos. The uo. 
couthness of the janitor's reception, therefore, I, 
thought, must originate higher. Servants behaved 
not thus, unless they felt th«r coDduct sanctioned 
by their masters: for dependants know the antipa- 
diies of their patrons by instinct. " Hie thee hence, 
therefm-e, Anastasius," exclaimed I ; " thou hast 
no longer any business near this threshold :'" and 
hereupon I walked away. 
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• At tli&t instant the same door burst <^n again,- 
and almost flew off its hinges. I looked bock. It 
Was to let out Mavroyeni himself. Convinced that 
Ml attempt to accost him vould only expose me to 
fi%8h mortifications, I now felt as H^itous to avtnd 
bis eye as I tukd been before to be admitted to his 
presence. I hastily drew back my head, and passed 
aa, or ratber, ran away, as if it bad been an igDO- 
miny even to be seen near the Droguemao^s abode. 

' Heated with my race, I rushed into the first ot^- 
fee-house I saw open, and observing a large bowl of 
hoshab* most invitingly set out on the counter, 
greedily liAed it to my lips, and gulped down the 
icy beverage. I had no earthly means of pay- 
lAent; but heaven came to my asustance. Ex- 
hausted with inanidon, I felt too weak to resst the 
sudden chill : it struck me to the heart I reeled 
backwards, and fell senseless on the 0001". 

How long the fit lasted I am unable to tell. All 
I know is, that when my senses returned I found 
myself in a smart jog trot, bumping at the back of 
a hamalj and travelling in this inctMiTenient posture 
at the rate of a league an hour, up one dirty lane 
and down another ; — but whither, was beyond my 
power to guess. 

I tha^ore made free to ask the question, and 
was but little pleased with the information obtained. 
Convicted in the shop, 'by my sudden seizure, of 
a ooa&aasd plague, the masts bad only felt de- 
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airous to get rid as soon as pos^ble of so unwelcome 
a cuBbnner, and had called in the porter aforesaid, 
to convey me to the hoeptal. Thither I was speed-: 
iog as iast as ancrilier man's le^ could Harry lay 
perstm: for even during the above account my 
bearer slackened not his pace, but kept jogging on 
as lustily as before. 

I took the liberty of lepres^lting that there was 
■ a mistake in the case. I might be ill incfeed, but I 
was totallyfree from any infectious disorder. '* N<v 
thing m(we likely," answered the hamat ; " but he 
was paid ioi the job, and must earn his fare;" and 
upon tlus be only grasped me somewhat titter than 
he had done before, lest, being less unwell than he 
had imagined, I might wmtrive more easily to give 
faim the slip. In vain I innated upon being let loose, 
and excused from going where, if f brought not the 
plague, I was sure to find it. My expostulations 
were of no avail ; and I therefore tried to hb^Bte 
myself by pummelling my v^icle with all my might. 
This mis iiot very great, in my weak state ; and the 
little impreeuon I could make on the tough hide of 
my obstinate beast, instead of making him dirow me 
off, only served to quicken his pace. 

I now resorted to the last means of salvation in 
my power, fixed my daws in the brawny throat of 
the miscreant, and squeezed him almost to suffoca- 
Uon. Fining his load became too troublesome, he 
at Jaat let me slip down from bis back to the ground, 
l8 
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swore I was the most refractory piece of goods be 
. ever had carried, and left me, in order to seek else- - 
where an ea^er fare. 

One street appeared to me as good as another to 
die in: — and my present sensations foreboded no- 
thing else. T crawled to a stepping-stone near the 
place where I had been deported, and on that [nllow 
resigned myself to my fate. 

So near in fact seemed my exit, that a novelist, 
writing my history, would have availed himself of 
the circumstance happily to tenninate his firet vo- 
lume, and to leave me irretrievably for dead in the 
o{»mon of his reader, until my unexpected resur- 
rection at the beginning of volume the second. 
Wnting in the first perscm, I cannot keep my friends 
in this state of agreeable suspense, or conceal from 
them one nngle nioment that I lived on : but it was 
for some time in such wretchedness, as would not 
even leave the most fastidious critic any pretence to- 
find fault with the proceeding. Ope man passed by 
me, and another, and another, and several stopped 
and looked ; but, when their curiosity was satisfied, 
all went on again, only shrug^ng up thdr shoul- 
ders. No one of my own sex offered me the least 
assistance. At last came two fem^es. for several 
minutes ere they reached my resting-place, their 
inceasantJoquacityhad warned me of their approach; 
but I was too ill to loo); up, and had closed titj eyes. 
" Bless me,' said the one, " I see something alive 
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there [" *' Bless me," eaid the other, " and so dtr 
I !" '* A man !" cried the first ** A handsome 
youth I declare !" cried the seamd. " Unwell," 
rejoined the little one : *' Dying, I fear," resumed 
the tall one. *' How like Anastasius 1" exclaimed 
the former. " Himself, as I live!" replied the 
latter. " Then, indeed," continued the oliier, ia 
a sagadous whisper, " I am very much afraid^ neig^ 
hour, that he is not dying, but only dead drunk."— 
Enviable effects of a good name ! 

My character was now to me a matter of life 
and death. " No," ^aid I, therefijre — ^making an 
effort to speak, but in a scarce audible voice : — " U 
is not drunkemiess that oppresses me : it is suffer*- 
ing — it is starvaticai." 

At this speech, the women both scream out in 
astonishment ; both talk at the same time.. They 
want to know the how, the when, the where. " Tor- 
ment me not with questions," cried I, " but if you 
have any humanity, get me conveyed to St Deme- 
trius.* Pay the five piastres required ftar my admis- 
sion ; and expect not to be repaid in this world." 
Saying this, I again fainted away. 

The first perception which followed this sectmd 
fit, was that of an entirely new change of objects. 
The women had succeeded in their humane eo^ 
deavoufs ; and I was lying under a filthy coverlet, 
on a filthy pallet, in the filthy hospital in questitm, 
next to a dead man, whose pulse the would-be 
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phjnciaii of the place was just in the act of feeting, 
—assuring some by-standers that it was perfectly 
quiet, and no longer fifaowed any symptcun <^ 
fever, 

I duU not finish the {»cture <^ the disgusting 
ri>ode, where nevertheless I had been introduced 
CHily out of sheer humanity. Suffice it to aay, Uwt 
und^ its truly hospitable roof every nuisance found 
a home, medicine alone excepted. A scanty <^ari^ 
was the chief support of the institution, and an uii> 
wieldy governor the chief object supplied. Yet, 
after a fiur contest between my constitution and my 
pleurisy, in whidi neitlier ride received jhe least as- 
ristance from doubtful prescriptuHis, the &ama got 
the better. The father' of nine helpless (sphuis 
expired by my ride, and I recovered. 

It was during my convalescence that I most forri- 
Uy felt all the wretchedness of my receptacle : it 
was during my convalescence, also, that I most fudly 
owned my unworthiness of a better. " But," cried 
I, toering about on my hard couch, " the deadliest 
p(H8(His compose the most salutifenmg medirines, aoA 
the direst calamities produce the best resolves. It 
will be my own fault if I rise not &om this bed of 
ricknees and sufferai^ both wiser and worthier l"" 
Thus I spoke while my pulse still beat low, and my 
pasrions were still wa^. 

At last casie the day whidi I ianried would never 
come— that of my release from the hosfutal. It 
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dawned about a month aft^ I had entered fin dn- 
mal place. I sallied forth at mid-day; uid inda* 
•cribaUe was the rapture with vhich - J fint i^ain 
breathed a pure air, and behcM the whole expasM 
of aD axure dcy. 

Still was I as much as ever at a loat how to n^ 
nat Absorbed in this weighty conaderatioD, I 
dowly walked down the hill of St Bemetnai, wfaea 
{ fanded I diaceraed at a distance a canvan of tr»> 
vdkn, who, with a alow and steady pace, were ad* ' 
rancing towards Pcra, tbe readence of the Franki 
at ConstantijK^e. I medianically quitieaed my 
steps, in order to survey the prooesaon more closely, 

Fint in the order of man^ came a clumsy calasb^ 
stowed as full as it could WAi of wondering tra* 
vellers ; next came a heavy araha, ^ loaded with at 
many trunks, pntmanteaus, parcels, and psckagea, 
as it could well carry ; and lastly led up die rear a 
gnm4ooking Tartiu*,* keepmg order among half a 
dozen Frank servants of every descriptioD, jogging 
beavily along on their worn-out jades. At this sight 
die Droguemanic blood began to speak irathin me. 
** These are strangears, AiMrtaaus," it whispered: 
" be thou thar interpreter, and thy liTelihood is se- - 
cHr«d.^ I obeyed the inward vtnce as an inqnra^on 
from heaven, and, after amartenmg mysdf up a 
fittle, approached the first carnage; 

** Welcome to Pera, Exoellenciea !" sEud I, with 
a profound bow, to die pwty within. At tbese wordf 
up started two gaunt figure in nig^tc^M, witfa 
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spectacles on their noses, sod German fupea in their 
mouths — whose respective corners still kept mecha- 
tucaily piiiEog whiffs of smoke at each other, llie 
first action wluch followed was to lay thdr hands on 
the blunderbusses hung round the carriage; hut, 
seeing me alone, on foot, and to all appearaoee not 
very formidable, they seemed after some consultation 
to think they might venture not to fire, and only 
kept staring at me in jH'ofound silence. I therefore 
repeated my salute in a more articulate manner, and 
again stud, " welcome. Excellencies, to Pera, where 
yon are most anxiously expected. As you will pro- 
bably want a eJulfuI interpreter, give me leave to 
recommetid a most unexceptionable person,— I mean 
myself. Respectable references, I know, are indis- 
pensable in a place where every one is on the watch 
to impose upon the unwary traveller; but such I 
think I can name. As to what character they may 
pve me; that," — added 1 with a modest bow, — 
" that it would ill become your humble servtmt him- 
self to enlarge upon." 

At so Chnstian-like a speech, uttered in the very 
heart of Turkey, the travellers grinned from ear to 
ear with delight. It produced another short con- 
sultation ; after which the two chiefs cried out in 
chorus : '* Out chat pesoin ,-" and bade me mount 
by their side. - This enabled Me, after a little com- 
pliment on Germ«iy their l»rthplace, and on their 
ptx)ficiency in the French idiom, immediately to enter 
upcm the duties of my c^ce — £ar which I thought 
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myself sufficiently qualified, by the squibs which I 
had beard the Drogueman of the Porte, Morosi, let 
off, in company with my patron, at the diplomatic 
corps of Pera. 

' " This edifice," said I, pcnnting to the first build, 
ing of note in the suburb which we met in our way, 
** is the palaceof the Icb-Oglans — the Sultanas pages. 
It is the most fruitful seminary of favourites, of Ps- 
shas, and of Sultanas' husbands.* In that direction 
lives that most respectable of characters the Imperial 
internuncio* — ^the Baron Herbert; who, with all 
the shrewdness of a thorough-p^ed Qiinistw, com- ~ 
bines all the playful umplicity of a child. Furthw 
on dwells the French embassador Monsieur de Choi- 
seul-Gouffier — a very great man in little things; 
bnd opposite him lives his antagonist in taste, po. 
litics and country, the English envoy Sir Robert 
Ainslie — of whom tlie world miuntains exactly the 
reverse. Quite at the bottom of the street, Ukewise 
facing each other, live the envoys of Russia and of 
Sweden.^ The former I feel bound to respect, what- 
ever be bis merit; the latter really possesses much. 
He b an Armenian, who writes in French a history 
■of Turkey. He has lately made with hb bookseller 
an exchange profitable to both,— he having given 
hb manuscript, and the other bis daughter : that is 
to say, the Armenian a wngle voluminous work, 
and the Frenchman a brief epitome of bis whole 
shop. Wedged in between the palaces of Spain and 
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Portugal IB that of the Dutch embasBailor, whoea 
name, Vsndendiddem-totgelcler,^ b almost too long 
for diese abort auturao days ; and whose head ii 
thought to be almost as long as his name : ma«much 
as he regularly receives, twice a week, the Leyden 
gazette; which renders him beyond all controversy 
the best informed of the whole Christian Corps Di' 
plomatique,-mth reganl to Turkish politics. You sec^ 
gentlemen, the represeatatjves of all the potentates 
c£ Cbristendom, &(»n Fetersburgb to Lisbim, and 
from Stockholm to Naples, are here penned up to- 
getber in this ungle narrow stareet, where they have 
the advantage of living as far aa pOBsiUe from the 
Turks among whom they cc»ne to redde, and of 
watching all day long the motions of thdr own 
colleagues, irom thar most distant jounues to the 
Subhme Forte, to their most ordinaiy viats to the 
recesses of their gardens." 

These Utde specimens of ray savoir-dire seined 
to please my' G^mau friends. Tbey immediately 
noted them down in their huge monorandum books, 
whidi, no more than th«r short ppes, w^e ever 
left an initont unempk^ed. Scarce,had the party 
■tq^ed into the inn, whieh I was allowed to recom- 
mend, when they engaged me for the whole ibrtni^ 
which they meant to devote to the survey of the 
Tutkidi captal. 

My travellers were of the true inquintive sort 
Eveiy body used to fly at theiir appioach ; 
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stance h^ly favourable to my interest. Umter tbe 
Botjon of always applying for informatioD at the 
fountain-head, they would sb^ the surliest Turic 
tb^ met, to ask why Moslemen locked up thor 
women. One day they begged the ImpeAal minig- 
ter, at his own table, to tell them confidentially 
wheth^ Austiia was to be trusted. They were v&ry 
solicitous to know from the Rusnan envoy the num- 
ber of Catherine's lovers ; and they pressed hard tat 
an audience of the Eislar Aga," only to inquise 
whence came the best black eunuchs. Had they 
been in company with the Grand MufU, they eee~ 
tainly would have asked bis honest opinioa of the 
mismonofMcJianimed; and th^ would scarce have 
n^eoted (he opportunity, had it offered, of in- 
quiriog of the Sultan himself, whether he was Ic^ti- 
mate h^r to the Califate, as he asserted. In ooaae- 
quence of this straight-forward system, I was every 
moment obliged to interfere, and to pledge myself 
for die guiltless intentions of our travelers. The 
statistics of the «npire, its government, poUtics, 
finances, &c. they indeed troubled themselves little 
about All such things they thought mig^t be leemt 
much more compendiously at home from the Leipmc 
gazetteer ; but the botany and mineralogy of the 
country were what they studied both with body and 
soul. Every day we brought home from our excur- 
euKiB such heaps of what the ignorant chose to caU 
hay and stones, that the wags vhffln we met on our 
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way used to ask whether these were for ibod and 
lodging ; while the more fanatical among the Turks 
swore we carried away patterns of the country, in 
Order to sell it to th* infidels ; and one p«rty, by way 
of giving us enough of what we wanted, was near 
stoning us to death. Hereupon, to elude observa- 
tion, my cunning travellers determined to dress after 
the country fashion : but this only made bad worse ; 
for they wore their new garb so awkwardly, that the 
natives hegan to think they put it on in mockery, 
and were frequently near stripping them to the skin ; 
independent of which, whenever they went out, they 
got so entangled in their shaksheers'" and trowsers, 
their shawls and their papoosbes, that our progress 
might be traced by the mere relics of their habili- 
ments which strewed the road. Sole manager both 
of the home and foreign department, I however tried 
to ^ve all possible respectability to tbnr t^pearance, 
and never would suffer their dignity to be committed 
by paltry savings; at the same time that, to show 
them how careful I was of their money, I took care 
sometimes to detmn them an hour or two in driving 
a close bargain about a few paras, — especially when 
I saw them in a hurry. Accor^ngly, if they had 
any fault to find with me, it was for my ovet-scru^ 
pulous economy. That ftuliug alone excepted, they 
thought me a treasurej and so I certainly found 
them. 
The fortnight of their intended stayhaviagelqxied. 
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they were all impatience to depart. Out of pure 
regard for science, I contrived to prolong thar so- 
journ another fortnight, by Various little delays, 
vhich with a little industry I brought about in the 
most natiu^ way imaginable, but which I joined 
them in lamenting exceedingly : and when at last 
they set oflF — which I saw with very sincere r^ret — 
I was left by them in possession of a most flattering 
written testimonial of my zeal and fidelity. As to 
their befaaTtour to me, its liberality might he suf- 
ficiently inferred from the change in my appearance. 
This first experiment gave me a taste for the Ter- 
^umanic life. It also increased my means of suc- 
cess in that department. Until I took up my re- 
udeDce at Pera, I had little intercourse with that odd 
race of people yclept Franks, except through th(i 
stray specimens that now and then crossed the har- 
bour, on a vi^t of curio^ty or business to Constan- 
' tinople. I now got acquainted with their ways, 
while they became famiUarised with my person. 
This gradually procured me the advantage of seeing 
and serving, in my new capaaty, samples of almost 
every nation of Europe. Thus I formed a sort of 
polyglot collection of certificates of my own ability 
and merits, which I filed very neatly according to 
the order of their dates, and to a Hght of which I 
treated every new comer whom I thought worthy of 
Uiat distinction. 

Once, however, the lofty manner and the impc- 
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ritwa twie of an Engli^ traveller, newly amved,' 
completely deceived me. From his fastidiousness I 
made no doubt I was addressing some great My- 
krdo: it was a bntton-maker to whom I had the 
hcHiour of bowing. He came red hot from a place 
called Birmingham, to show the Turks samples at 
his manuiacture. Unfortunately Turks wear tto 
buttons, at least such as he dealt in ; at which dis> 
Govery he felt exceedingly wroth. My ill &ted back 
was destined to feel the first brunt c^ hie ill hu- 
mour. After spending nearly two hours in spelling 
every word of every one of my certificates — " this 
th^i,'" said he in a scarce intelligible idiom, whidi 
he fancied to be Trench, " b the evidence of your 
deaerteP" " It is," answeted I, with an inclination 
of the bead. "And I am to make it the rule of my 
bdiaviour?" " If your Excellency be pleased to 
have that goodness," replied I, smirking most agree- 
ably. " Very well," resumed the traitor, never 
moving a muscle of his insi[nd countenance, " My 
Excellency will have that goodness." And up he 
gets, gravely walks— 'without uttering another tyl^ 
lable— to the door, turns the key in the lock, takes 
a little Int of a jnstol scarce five inches long— also 
Sana Birmingham, I suppose — out of his pocket, 
aiatcbes up a cudgel as thick as my wrist, and tum- 
mg short upon me, who stood wondering in what 
this strange prelude was to end, holds the pistol to 
my throat, and lays the cane across my bock. 
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This operation performed to his satisfaction : 
" It was No. 5,^ coolly said the loiscreant, " whose 
contents I thought it right to comply with first ; as 
b^ng written by one of my countrymen, and be- 
cause X make it a rule, in every apedea of buanesi^ 
. to get the worst part over first. Had you under- 
stood our language — as an interpreter by ptofes^oD 
oughts— you might have known the certificate in 
question to be a solemn adjuration toall the writer's 
countrymen, to treat you as I have had the fJeaBure 
of dtHog ; and all that renuuna for you to perform 
is to gtT6 me a n^^ular recapt, such as I may have 
to show." 

The pisttJ was still tickling my throat, I, jam- 
med up against the wall, and the button-maker six 
feet high, and as strong as a horse. All therefore I 
could do in the wayof hercnsm would have been to 
have let him blow out my br^s at once ; — afler 
which, adieu my turn, at least hen below ! I there- 
fore signed, had the satis&cticm of seeing the receipt 
neatly folded up and deposited in a little red mo- 
rocco pocketJlxxik with silver clasps, was offered 
a sequin ibr the exercise I had afforded, took the 
mimey, and, leaving the button-maker to write 
home what mean rascals the Greeks were, departed 
fiilly impressed with the usefulness of learning 
languages. 

Almost every evening the man of buttons used to 
Walk Ivom Peia, where he had his lodgings to j^ 
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merchant's at Galata, from whence he frequently 
returned home pretty late at night, without any 
escort; trusting to his small pocket instrument, 
and to bis own colossal stature, for his safety. A 
dexterous thrust, at an unexpected turn, might 
ea^y have pent him to the shades below ; but tliis- 
would not have sufficed to assuage my thirst for 
just revenge. I wished to inflict a sliame more 
deep, more lasting, than my own, and which, like 
I'rometbeus's vulture, should keep gnawing the 
traitor's heart while he lived. His great ambition 
at Constantinople was to boast the good graces of 
some Turkish female, — young or old, fair or ugly, 
no matter ! On this laudable wish I founded my 
scheme. 

Muffled up in the feridjee which conceals the 
figure of the Mohammedan faii^ and the veil whicb 
covers their faces, I went and seated myself, im- 
mediately after dusk, on one of the tombstones of 
tbe extennve cemetery of Galata, where ray traveller 
had to pass. 

He soon arrived, and, as I expected, stopped to 
survey the lonely fair one, whose appearance seemed 
to invite a comforter. The bmt took. My friendj - 
on his nearer approach, aware that bis pantomime 
was more intelligible than his Idiom, liad recourse 
to the universal language : he held up a sequin,— 
and on the strength of this gift becomes more en- 
terprifang. Profane hands are Iiud on my veil. I 
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reuBt: — but by way of compromise for keeping 
concealed my features, I show my necklace, my 
bracelets, my ^rdle. In an infantine manner I slip 
tbe manacles fitau my own wrists over those c^ my 
amorous shepherd, and, before his suspdons are 
aroused, have the satisfaction to see him fast bound 
in chains, not only of airy love, but of good aoUd 
brass ; and with a sot^ lisp wish him joy of being at 
once handcufied and pinioned. It was now I showed 
my face, and drew out my handjar.'^ Perceiving 
atk inclination to remonstrate, " No noise,"' cried I, 
" or you die ; but return me the receipt." Unable 
to stir, my jaisoner in a surly tone bade me take it 
myself. I did so, and thanked him; " hut,^ adde4 1, 
■" as we have not here — as with you — all the con- 
veoiences for writing, accept the acknowledgment 
- of the poor and illiterate :" saying which, I drew tbe 
hcdy mark of the cross a(W the Greek form, neatly 
but indelibly, with the button-maker's own sequin, 
on his clumsy forehead; poured into the wound 
some of the gunpowder but of his pouch ; and, 
apolt^zing for the poorness of the entertunment, 
bade bim good ni^t, and walked off! 
' A troop of Caleoodjees of my acquaintance, reel- 
ing home from a tavern, happened to come up just 
as I retired, and took all that I had left. The next 
morning tbe man t£ buttons departed firom Con- 
stantinople without sound of trumpet, before sim-^ 

vol.. (. M 
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rue; and never nnce has beea heard of In theTiirk- 
ith dooiiiiioiu. 

This Httle frolic, at the expense of the English 
i^ieculator, recommended me to a French chevalier, 
ccxne to Stambool on a vi^t to ki» kmstnan the 
ambassador. The lively young gaiUemsn swore 
he wanted no othar certUcate of my character 
than my prowess. Bia sbject in undertaiang the 
hffig journey to Turkey seemed to be to pby 
ea the guitar, and to compose French love songs. 
Twice a week a messenger of the embas^ wa« 
despatched to Paris, with M. de Vial^s efiu^ons, m 
order that his friends at home might see how be 
empbyedliis dme abroad. Parcontre, he had 6»-~ 
termined, as sotHi as he returned to France, Mid 
found himself at Hsure, to wnte a detdled account 
of Turkey— rather however as it ougbt to be, than' 
as it was. For M. de Vial di8qa[Nwred of the 
Othoman system intoto: and hence he deemed it 
sheer loss of time to vint the cuiiosities of its capitaL 
The only thing fae could have hked — had he not 
been too busy leaming the romeilui — was an q^»re 
de eoEU/r with the favouiite Sultana ; and for a long 
while he continued; exceedugly anxious to give the 
Maes of the imperial Harem a fi^te on the Black 
Sea; but that prqjed finling, from their sending i» 
annrers to his notes^ he wondered who could bear 
the dowdies of Constantinople, that had seen tiie^ 



D,g,l,7.<l.,G00glC 



ANASTASIUS. 168 

Troi$ Sttltanei of Marmontel at the Paris opera. 
Id truth M. de Vial had no patience with the bar^ 
barians. Their language was a gibberish, oA Ton 
T^entendtut rien ; and they bad so little savoir vivre^ 
that they let thdr heads be chopped off like cabbage 
to[», Deuious however of treating them to a ag^t 
of the last Paris fashions, he decked out lus nether 
nan in pea-green coloured doth, and got himself 
chastised by a hotheaded Emu-," for thus profoning 
the forbidden colour — almost too sacred with the 
Turks for the head itself. In his turn M. de Vial 
sent the counn of Mohammed a challenge, with ' 
which the Emir lit his pipe. At last, after a vrhde 
day uselessly employed in ogling the Sultana mother 
through a huge telescope, from the tower of Galata, 
&e chevalier felt seized with a desperate 6t of ennui, 
kid in a reasraable stock of embroidered handker- 
chiefs, to throw to the Paris belles after a Turkish 
&shion which the Turks know nothing of, and de- 
termined to lud adieu to Pera. My serrices and 
talents he transferred, ere he went, to a flaxen-headed 
Swedish baron, whose ruddy face had inflamed the 
susceptiUe heart of the droguemaness of the Vme- 
tian mismon, and who was so hi^ily favoured by his 
doating mistress, that every night she allowed him 
to pay her whole loss at tresette. This lady was an 
nnccmtmon profiaent in writing. Proud of an ac- 
complishment which so few of her colleagues po»- 
seased, she used every morning to fire at her lover 
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a little Ullet-doux of thcee or foar pages. TbeM? 
rerreshing ejustles I came to call for as rsgularly as 
for the water from the well, the moment the hus- 
band was Buppoeed to have gone forth to the Rei»- 
Effendee, with the scarce shorter memorials of the 
Serenisuma Republican— at that period any thing 
but serene. This same husband, though only four 
feet high, presumed to be jfalous ; and the corre- 
spondence, therefore, was to be k^t frran his know- 
ledge — a cireumstaoce which rendered my office of 
Mercury an employinent of some trust 

I acted accordingly. Tired of being pestmaa 
without pay, I one day hinted to tlie lady that I 
should expect some species of acknowledgment for 

my trouble. Madame D i was oneof tliose £air 

ones &r whom Cupid must tip his dart with gold, 
or they recoiled unfelL She resented my freedom, 
called me a low-bom fellow, and forbade me her 
presence. The bde of amorous billets now ceased 
to flow fw want of a channel. Nothing but my 
foi^veness of the insult could make it resume its 
course. On the part of the lady, accordingly, ad- 
vances were soon made towards a reconciliaticm, 
and on nune, every epiak of resentment was magna- 
nimously extinguished until further occaoon. I saw 
myself formally reinstated in my daily office. 

The Hyperborean lover — not quite so brisk a 
correspondent as his mistress — used to answer about 
one letter in diree or four. This, however, in the 
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course of a fewweeks began to form a very respectable 
amatory collection. The pink-edged, perfumed ejris- 
tles— regularly endorsed— vere all depouted by the 
delighted dn^emaness in a little mother-of-pearl 
casket, which she kept for the benefit of her heirs 
by the side of her reliquary. From one of those 
strange incidents which will haf^n in the course 
of things, this casket, though most carefully locked 
up, fell into my hands ; but no contrivance of mine 
could coigure the key out of the lady*s ample pocket. 
She used -to sleep with it under her pillow, in order 
to obtain pleasant dreams. It mattered little : I had 
HO sort of curiosity to peruse die correspondence. I 
contented myself with carefully wrapping up the box, 
sealmg the cover, and b^giug the ^gnor drogueman 
' — Uiat is to say, thesignora^a husband — to keep the 
parcel in trust for me, as most valuable property, 
and such as could not be committed to fitter hands. 
The rod thus kept suspended over his f^thless 
spouse, the reward of my discretion past and future 
was demanded with becoming humility ; and, to do 

Madame D i justice, when she found that no 

other way of extricating heraelf was left, she showed 
every readiness to listen to the voice of reason. 

By some accident, however, the baron got wind of 
these transactions, and, so far from feeling flattered, 
as he ought to have been, with the anxiety which 
his^ mistress evinced to recover his letters, had 
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the ingratitude to cavil about the mode, and left 
the fair one to 6nd what ctmaolatioD she could in 
the re-penual of his correspoDdenoe. Ju^ter's 
retreat became the sgnal for that of Mercuiy. I 
wanted nothing more of the commonwealth of Ve- 
nice, and, with a mock^ farewell, left the dn^u^ 
maness punished alike in her pride and her avarice. 
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No socMier had my variouB little trades rendered 
me a pawm of some substance than I began to 
think of purcbaebg a berath :' — I mesa one of 
jthosc patents of exemption from the rigour of 
Turkish despotism^ which the Sultan originally 
granted to fordgn ministers, in behalf only of such 
rayahs as they had occasion io engage in th^r im- 
mediate service, but which these excellent economists 
now readily sell to whatever other subjects of the 
Grand Signmr are disposed to pay the current price 
(^ the artide. To a youth like me it was highly 
dearaUe to possess a paper, through whose magic 
power a native might,^ in the very capital of his na- 
tural soverdgn, outstep the limits of his jurisdiction, 
brave his authority, put himself on the footing of a 
stranger, and, from bdtng heretofore an Armenian or 
a Greek, at once find himself transformed into a re- 
puted Italian, or German, or Frenchman, wear the 
gaudiest colours in competition with the Turks 
themselves, and strut about the streets la that fWff" 
Mum bonmt, a ptur of yellow papooslies. 

The thing had been put into my head by ari 
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ItaBah misaonary of the Propaganda, who, coiiNd»'- 
ing me as a sort of stray from the Gieeks, had de- 
termtDed to stow me safely within the pale of the 
Romans. On first perc^ving his drift, X gave his 
[nous exertions small encouragement; observing 
that early habits, as well of belief as of action, 
could only be rooted out later in life, either by the 
most irre^tjble arguments, or the most palpable 
interest to adopt different tenets. To this remark 
the misaonary only repUed, that he had a very ge- 
neral acquaintance at Pera, and, consequently, pos- 
sessed many opportunities of recommending a weQ- 
^sposed youth to travellers. The observation was 
in p(^nt. Impressed with its full weight, I began 
to indulge padre Ambrogio, whenever I hf^^ned 
to be out of place, witli a httle conference on IJie 
disputed lutides; and for every Greek variatitHi 
from the Latin creed which I yielded up, he used to 
find me a new ^tuation. Unfortunately the dis- 
cusfQon of the Greek liturgy rui so parallel with that 
of the stgnora D — ^i's cormspondence, and the inter- 
views with the friar were so interwoven with diose/ 
with the lady, that I sometimes oonfounded the two 
subjects, and more than once, in a fit of absence, let 
padre Ambro^ into the mysteries of my o^otiation, . 
instead of learmng from him those of his faith. 
The ghostly conferences, however, only ceased en- 
tirely when the friar very nefariously disappcnnted 
me, in favour of another neo|^yte, of an excellent 
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employment, for which I had sacrificed the whole 
procession according to the Greeks. Hearing of 
this flagrant act of bad futh, I called upon him in a 
very great passon ; told liim I again disbelieved aU 
that he had enticed me to believe ; and, leaving him 
exceedingly dismayed at my unexpected rebellion, 
went to dispel the confuuon in my head by a walk 
on the road to Dolma-Backt^h^. 

The snow which had lain several days on the 
ground, having entirely disappeared, I met a good 
many people taking the wx; but who all looked, I 
thought, as if like me they liad been bewildered by 
some friar or derwish. At last came a Turkish wo- 
man of rank, accompanied by a long train of females. 
The pavement being narrow, I stood up against the 
wall to let her pass. As she brushed by me, her 
hand, gently pressing ag^st the back of mine, gave 
me reason to think that I had not been unnoticed. 
A gay adventure seldom fbund me slow to engage 
in it, be what it might the peril of the enterprise. 
1 therefore let the lively group trot on a few yards, 
and tbenjtumed back hastily myself, in the manner 
of a person who recollects having left something be- 
hind. Thus, without casting right or left a ^ngle 
glance whidi might savour of dedgn, I gave the lady 
»a opportunity of minutely scrutinising my appear- 
ance, should she be disposed to cultivate my merits. 
That done, I crossed over to the other ride, and s)[ole 
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away intd a by-lane, for feat of rouung die 
of her suite. 

The next day, however, I failed tiot at the same 
hour to take a walk in the aame street, and again 
did the «aine th^ next day, and the next ; in the 
fiilt expectaticn, each time, of meeting with Bmne 
faithful Iris, commissioned to give me the vo-bal 
assurance of my good fortune. 

During a whole week, my punctuality continued 
without the least abatement As sure as the clock 
struck one I used to sally forth, and display my 
handsomely attired perstMi before every woman, 
young or old, fair or ugly, who bore the least ap- 
pearance ' of coming on my bu«ness. Yain and 
fruitless diligence f The busier females passed on 
without notiang my disconsolate figure at all ; the 
less diligent baggages, who remarked my turs and 
' graces, tmly answered tliem with laughing. Some, 
who had become &miliar with my forlorn perambu- 
lations, ironically pitied me for the cruelty of my 
mistress. It was worse when two or three goides, 
that haunted the same street, seriously undertocA 
to console me under ray disappcuntment, and put 
me in the greatest fright, lest, by thrir unconcealed 
advances in the broad glare of day, they ^uld 
drive away any messenger of love that mi^t be on 
the wing. 

At last I lost all patience, and was gtring in good 
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earnest to ececute the resolutbn fifty times solemnly 
taken, and as oftea again brokenjofgiviDg up the vain 
pursuit; wheo, justasfor the last timelpeced down 
the oft-trodden pavement, looking anxiously round 
on all sides, to see what good tidings might still be in 
the wind, I p^xsmed a Jewess — seemingly equally 
on the alert with myself— vho eyed me with a pro- 
miang air. I coughed once or twice ; and this ag- 
nel inducing the old dame to approach, we opened 
a parley. My answ«« tallying with her private 
tokens, she soon became confidential. 

'* You must know," tajd she, " I un a trades- 
woman, one who goes about to ladies* houses to pro- 
vide them with " 

" What ngnifies, my dear,"— cried I, inten-upt- 
ing her, — " what you are, and what you [M^de 
your custtwaers with ? That speaks for itself. Only 
tell me who the lady ia, who graciously condescends 
to make me the object of your embassy." 

" The lady," answered the Jewess, ** is the . 
young wife of an old Turkish Efiendee of very hi^ 
rank. Her own Inrth and f<Htune made her parents 
stipulate that her spouse dHNild have no other wife 
but herself.— Nor has he; but while he adheres 
to the letter of the agreement, he violates its s^t 
— In shwt, he totally n^Iects his handsome help- 
mate. This the ' fmr Esm^ properiy resents— 
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former, — " she aliall find the av«>ger she deserves. 
Z^et us forthwith go !" 

" GJenUy, gently ," tiow whispered the <^ beldam. 
" It is not thus that matters of this sort are con- 
ducted. If the lady, by whom I have the honour of 
being employed, were one of yoiur ordinary women, 
on whom the wind blows as freely as on the weeds 
of the desert, all xvould be easy enough. Females 
who go out at aU hours .to the bath, and to the 
market-place, and to the Bezesteen, or to visit their 
friends, do whatever they [dease. But cadin Esm^ 
is none of those, I'll wairant you. Tlus exalted f^r 
one has in her own spattmeiit baths of marble and 
gold ; twenty slaves are always ready at her nod to 
execute whatever whim may cross her fancy ; the 
richest goods of ^vo-y country are brought from 
every qnarter, to be sp;:ead out before her at her 
toilet; her own chamber opens on gardens whose 
roses make those of Sheeraz look pale. In short — 
poor thing l-r-she can find nothing to want abroad ; 
and when she does go out, it seems rather for the sole 
purpose of seeing how superior b all that she leaves 
at home. Then she generally only travels about in 
a close carriage. Her visits are confined to two or 
three of her near relations ; and she so seldoin finds 
an excuse for stirring out on foot, that the day you 
met her was the first time these six months she had 
stepped across her own threshold. Even when she 
indulges in a little excursion of the sort, she only 
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moves, as you see, accompanied by a swarm of ser- 
vants, or rather, of spies." 

''You only add fuel to my flune,^ cried I. 
" The more difficult the enterprise, tlie nobler the 
victoiy!" — and immediately we fell to discusung 
the ways and means. A hundred different schemes 
were alternately proposed and rejected. At last a 
contrivance was hit upon, <Hily liable to half a doten 
radical objecbons. Still it vas the best, and there- 
fore adopted. A friend ef ibe Jewess's, equipped 
as a woman of rank, was to spend the day on a visit 
to the lady Esm^, whose husband could not, during 
that period, intrude upon the privacy of his wiie's 
apartment. £sm6 would thus obtain an opportunity 
of slipping out in the attire of a slave, of stopping 
at the Jewess's own abode, there to put on Grreck 
haHhrnents, and of thence going to meet me tU 
some selected house in Galata. After the interview* 
she would have nothing to do but to resume her 
Turkish dress, in order to release by her return her 
pretended visiter. The plan required SMne pre- 
paration, and the day after the next was fixed upon 
for its execution. 

Mattersbringthusallapparently settled:— "One . 
word more,** added the Jewess. " You are aware 
that we embark upon . an adventure of Ue and 
JeaA. In this nether world the joys of Paradise 
can only be ^pped with the secrecy of the grave. 
The least indiscretion brings ruin to \k» all.'" 
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I begged my instructress to make hoself easy «i 
that score; — "and," added I ia my turn, "there 
is one circumstance which the lady may not be sorry 
to ieam ; namely, that in me she will find a youth 
DoC only of the greatest discretion, but of t^e most 
respectable birth and connexions." 

I thought the peal of laughter never would have 
ended, into which the old hug broke out at this 
intimation. "And pray," cried she, "do you ima- 
gine the fiur Esm^ is ia love with you fiir your 
musty ancestors, or means to show you oiF to her 
acqu^tancesP For my part, I mistook you for little 
better than a porter. If you be a prince, so mucb 
the worse! It will require condderation." — Here 
the beldam hobbled off. 

" Can I have marred my hi^>es by my vanity ?" 
thought I, after the woman was gone. But though 
this idea gave me a little uncusiness, it prevented 
roe not irom bestowing the utmost pains, on the 
day appranted, in adorning my perstxi, ere I went 
to a place conveniently ^tuated for watchmg the 
entrance (rf* the party into the bouse agreed upon. 

Here minute after minute rolled on,- without my 
perc^ving the least symptmn ot the looked-jbr 
couple. But what I very clearly discerned instead, 
were loud titterings behind a latticed window, which 
presently left no doubt in my mind that the whole 
interview was a mere waggery of some of the finales 
who had found me out, and were detenniaed to bwve 
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a kngh at nay expMise. The very description of 
Ihe I«dy*8 grandeur now made that matter palpable, 
by its exaggeraticHi ; and I b^ myself assured that 
Ibe greatest real danger I had to apprehend was 
tfaat of becoming the laughing-stock of the whole 
difArict. In this convicti(ai I cursed my creduQty, 
and set my wits to wiH-k, in order to derise how I 
BH^t turn the joke against its' autitcvs, — when a 
&mt munmn made me look round, and behind two 
femaks, carefully muffled up, glide into the place of 
our appointment 

" Shtdl I toOaw t« not ?" was now my only 
diought, — " and take my chance of whatever good 
er eril may offo- ?" 

The Jewess si^ered att ray suspense to last. 
Coming out ^;aiD : — " what are you waiting for ?" 
whispered she impatiently in lay ear ; and, without 
staying to my answer, took me by the hand and 
led me up sttur^ where, having Udden me not to 
he frightened, she I^me, and ran down again, to 
keep watch while I remained. 

By some strange pervers^ess of human nature,. 
^'Jewess's: seemingly superfluous caution had the 
Gontraiy c^ct irom that which was intended ; and, 
combined mth Esm^^a apparent backwardness t» 
throw off her feridjee, made me fancy I had been 
^itrapped with a perfect monster. Full of thi» 
idea, I cursed the Israelite for leaving me thua 
committed, would have ffvea the world to have 
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seen her return, even with the account cpf sotne 
most urgent danger, and stood rivctted near the 
door like a statue,— until my expectant fior one, 
lomng fdl patience, tm^ off h^ envelopea more in 
anger than in love, and convinced me of my error 
in doubting her attractions. 

As her wrath did not continue inexorable, I trust 
\ may pass over the remaining det^ls of this inter- 
view, without any great violation of my duty as a 
Inogr^h^ ; — they jM^sented strong features of re- 
semblance with many others of the same desciiption; 
and in truth, though the rare beauties of my mis- 
tress—her soft black eyes, her coral lips, and her 
carnage, more graceful than the movements of tbe 
swan, — might have obtained at other limes a more 
elaborate encrattium, thoughts of a sedater hue 
occupy my mind at present. 

Irksome as I had thought the departure of the 
Jewess, I thou^t her return still a thousand times 
more barbarous, when, ere we had time to think of 
her existence, ^e reappeared, and with relentless 
cruelty summcmed us to separate. 

It seemed as if we had only just met ; and it also 
seemed as if we never were to meet agtun. For the 
expedient resorted to could not be repeated; and 
our faculties were too much bewildered to think of 
any other. Like people just awaking from a ri^}- 
turous dream, or rather, just shaking off a deep 
intoxicatJOQ, we reeled ^xiut, lost in a' maze' c^ 
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confused feelings, uid ablb to r^ect natber on tha 
past, the present, nor the future. The vain attempt 
to think was soon given up, and we settled to com* 
munkate through the channel of the Israelite, whm 
our minds should be sobered hj separation. At 
the moment of parting however, and when casting 
on each other the last farewell glance : — ^* what can 
I do,** cried the gratefiil Esm^, to repay my ukhv 
than preserver, my sovereign, and my god ; wh^ 
pftB worth acceptance can I bestow f Take this, 
and this, and this ; it is nothing to what I owe 
for the felidty conferred ; it is all I can give in re- 
turn ;" and so saying, she tore off her lichest jewels, 
-and heaped upon tne— in spite of my re^stance— 
strings of pearls, clasps of rubies, and ^rdles q£ 
-dibnionds. 

"And do you then imagine," cried 1, " that one, . 
honoured by your smiles, can expect or can want a 
tecompfense of this aott ?" 

" What signifies," replied the fidr one, " what 
you expected, or what you want ! — You wanted 
Uot the poor recluse Esm^, when you vouchsafed 
to come to me. I have my burthen of gratitude to 
lessen. For my s^e, I must give, and for mine 
you must receive." i 

Still I refused. But a doud b^;an to gather on 
Uie brow thus far serene : glesms of ominous light- 
Umg flashed from those eyes that b^ore g1ow«d 
iNiIy with unmixed tenderness. " I see it," cried 

Vftt.l. ' » 
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^bt^. '* You love me not. You fear to take 
an earnest. You intend not to return to my 
ornst" — find upon this she tore her jetty locks. 
The Jewess now stepped forward. " For Croas 
floke^" said ^e, "pocket all, as I do. It may cost 
U3 our hves thus to stand upon ceremoBy."- I 
therefore yielded, took the pn^ered gifts, ft« Urn 
mt^ammDUS act received a last rapturous glance, 
Jtad tore myself away. 

Scaroe deiguing to loww my looks to the esTth, 
warce feeling the ground that bore my feet, gliding 
■along on iaTisTble |Hiuon3 ratber than walking, I 
jH-oceeded at random,- intoxicated with my good 
^rtuue. In my own mind I soared at that moment 
«bove all the numarchs of the globe. Constantinople 
seemed too small to contain my exultation, and, op- 
.pressed within its walls by the excess of my hap^ 
ness, I went forth at the gates, and poured out into 
. the country the ebullitioos of my joy, and the 
'ferment of my spirits. 

Three good hours of uninterrupted exerdse w^e 
reqniate to allay them ; after which I went home 
through the street which had been the scene t^my 
forlorn perambulations, for the purpose of showing 
its familiars the difference in my air-l 

Here, however, let me for an instant int«TUpt 

■the thread of my subject, in order to observe that* 

' Aough my courtships have thus far occupied a 

great portion of my narrative, it is not the fusteay 

of my loves, but that of my lif^ which I wish to 
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Kcwd. Instead tliereibre of detailing the echemjQ 
through means of which was effected our .next 
meeting, and the many others which followed, 
I shall only iu general state tliat each interyiev 
seemed to inciease (lie fondness of my mistress. 
Every circumatance of my ^tu^ion which gradually 
unfolded itself to her knowledge, only gave nie new 
attractions in her eyes. Above all she delighted in 
that inferiority of my condition to her own, which 
enaUed me to become indebted for ease, affluence, 
and whatever else appeared desirable, to her sole 
affection. Hers was the mi^ty blise of ^ving me 
all I possessed ; of making me all I was. 

Out of compUment to her taste, I bestowed upon 
my person the utmost attention. The beratli which 
before I had coveted, I now f^ed not to purchase ; 
apd the gold which I accepted. for the sake of peace, 
I laid out in such a way as to make ihc liberahlies of 
the donor yield her eyes at least an ample reUun. 
Every time 1 appeared anew in her presence, it was 
with somefre^ improvement ii\ my Ostensible person. 
Now and then, indeed, too plentiful ^upf^es proved 
JiostJle to my prudence ; but if an opulence to whidi 
I had not been accustomed o^n got me into scrapes, 
it always got me out agun ; nor left me, like modem 
^ends, in the difficulties into which it had lured 
ne. in one of mj midnight orgies — f<H' instance,— 
bong summoned by the patiole before the way- 
^qde, " I was actually on my way to his workup,"" I 
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forthwith exclaimed, "in coder to diacturge an M 
dtitt. twyf gentLemeD, have the goodoea? t^ take 
chaFge <^ these few sequiDB : but only pa^ thmi at 
jour oWacDnTenieDce i" — and immediately my freew 
d(no was restored to me with an hundred bows and 
scnpas. In antrther fic^csome mood, making' so - 
great a nHse on the canal, that the Bostanjee-baabee 
had me handcuffed in s|Hte of my berath— on the 
plea that it was too dark to read it : — " X have 
heard,'" I died, ■" that a fine (iarbuncle will throw 
out at much light as a hnQp, Vouchsafe^ mighty- 
sir, to tzy the experiment with this ling ;^ — and all 
at once the office saw so clearly I was a berathlee, 
as to grant me the entire range of the Boephorus. 

These occasional frolicB were necessary to keep 
up my spirits under- the de^Mression whidi they 
began to experience. For my intrigue cast uptm 
my free agency a construnt which I had never felt 
before. I, who until that period knew not what it 
was to absttun or to conceal ; who even with the 
haughtiest of the Archondessas of the Panar used 
to assert my liberty, apd to mock the fur onc^s 
rage, now felt anxious, with the prisoner of a harem, * 
to dissemlde the least act of inconstancy, how- 
ever unpremeditated. Nor let it be supposed 
that this conduct proceeded irtnn any fear of stop- 
fHng the current of the lady^s bounty. It is tfite 
that, where I gave my love, and. would have gi^ea 
my utmost largess, had the means been mine, I 
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Urapled not, with -Che affectioDs, to receive the 
^ftsofmywealthy nuBtresa: but ail the gold of Pent 
could not hsve parchaaed my person, had not my 
heart fully ratified the bai^itim ; and Esm^ owed io 
her ntuation — not to my selfishness'-^aconsderatioB 
whidi never yet had accompanied my pFeferenoes- 
The Archon's wife, a free agent libemys^ like me 
had been mistress of her choice, and where I sitmed 
Bgfunst her, had'possessed all the means to vetaHate. 
It was not so with Eam^. She was a helpless captive, 
who conld riot punish my aSences by following my 
example. What with llie one seemed a justitiable 
proceeding, with the other became wanton cruelty. 
And most acutely would the fair Mohammedan 
have felt ;any unnecessary wound inflicted by my 
hand: most alive was her susceptible mind to all 
the feUest pangs of jealousy. " When first I loved 
you," she said, "you had never beheTd me, y^ou 
knew not whether I was fair or hideous, you could 
not harbour the least spark of re<nprocal affection ; 
you might, without the smallest sacrifice on your 
put, ffxc ever have kept out of my «ght,'and lefl 
my hopeless flam^ unfed, to die away. This in- 
deed—had not your heart beeu free, and able to 
return all the warmtli of my feelings — ^honour, 
justic^ and humanly required. Vou acted other- 
wise ; ere yet yoii fdt a spark of reciprocal tender- 
-Mfts, you threw yourself purposely in my wayi 
you sedulously nouri^ed myposstwi, and yoii have 
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Carried my mftdnees to that pitch vliere it must 
find jours commensurate, or end in ray perdition. 
You now are bound to suetiun the afifection- v}rich 
you have gratuitoudy nused : you are pledged to 
save me from despair. If, after having fanned my 
love into a resistless blaze, you shoirfd diink of 
fbrsaking mfe, I die ; but the blow by which I fall 
■^— that same blow shall kill us both." 
. The same blow did not kill both ! For when 
long impunity had made me so daring as to invade 
the Bifendee's own roof; when suspicions arose in 
the husband's mind, which he resolved to verify; 
when on he rushed to his harem; when right and 
left flew the women's slippers, placed as a spell at 
its threshold; when open burst the door of the 
sanctuary, and jealousy carried its search into the 
inmost recesses of the gynecseum ; when what be^ 
came of the hapless Esm4, Heaven, the Effende^ 
and the Black Sea alone can tell, — not a hair of my 
head received the Smallest injury. That very im- 
petuosity of my enemy which seemed to doom me 
to cert^n and immediate destruction, proved the 
means of my preservation. In the very act of 
making my escape, the door which turned bade 
upon in hinges turned back upon my person, and 
concealed the intruder behind its iriendly screen, 
till the Efiendee and bis tro*^ had passed by. I 
then slipped away, unpercaved by any creature 
within. Some slaves, however, who kept watdi oa 
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the oBtnde, seeing me nin, and ia evidrat oWr 
fusion. Bat up a hue and cry. Finding they gaw. 
tat tJiaW) I darted into a mosque, whose open gate 
fleemed' to invite my entrance. AH I wanted was 
to throw my pursuers off the Ecent. A few tdd 
Moelemesi were in the djamee,^ mumlding that 
crening prayers ; and while the mob outside howled 
afler ^e adulterer, the congregatioa within began 
to scream at the Yaoor. Thus placed between two 
fires, all hopes of escape forsook me. I felt as- if 1 
must — but for some special miracle — soon be tarn 
to pieces [ 

One humiui measure only remained to save my 
life. I drew my dagger, threw my cloak over my 
fiece, leaned my back against the mihrab,^ and 
cried, " I am a Moslemin !" 

If there existed not even any positive evidence 
of guilt having found its way at all into the Et 
fendee's baremj still less did there exist Miy direct 
proof of my being the offender. All that could be 
alleged againstme was merely circumstantial. Sofar 
- from being found in tbc^wife's fMthless arms, I had 
not even been caught under the injured husband's 
roof. At most I had disjdayed my activity somewhat 
near the dwelling disturbed ; but, though this mi^t 
be reason enough to massacre an infidel, a follower 
of the true fiuth — however recent his converoon — 
demanded greater respect 

From the moment therefore in which I invoked 
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dw name of the Prophet, every breath of accusation 
was budted, every hand became suspended. A 
magic power seemed to arrest tlie daggers on my 
Tery breast. A fanatical mob instantly took under 
its pY)tecti<Hi the new, the fervent [urosdy te. 

But thb proselyte I bad faosiid myself to be. I 
had proclumed myself one of the faithful ; and on 
ih^ ^xtt, in the very mosque, I went throu^ the 
■vmaoM forms which mark the reclaimed infidel, and 
aanmiDce his admissitm into the bosom of IslanHsm- 
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CHAPTER X. 

HisTOKiAHB <rflen err ia attributiDg to a' ang^ 
great cause the effect dTmany minute drcumBtaneeB 
conbiiied. My sagacious l)ti^;raph«-, for instaoc^ 
vould not fail to place mj abjuration of the Chri^ 
tiaa &itb entirely and solely to the account of my 
.iutiigue with a Turkish fair one, and the desperate 
alternative between life and death which ensued. 
Nothing would be more erroneous. The seemingly 
bold measure had long been preparing in petto f 
tad the unexpected dilemma to which I was reduced 
may only be scud to have fixed the period far its 
executioQ. 

These bad arrived at Pera a foreigner whtnn I 
shall callEugeiuus. His . ostensible object was to 
acquire the ancient lore of the East, in return fix 
which he moat liberally dealt out the new creed of 
the West. I cannot better describe him than as 
the antipode to &ther Amhrogio, For as the ooe 
was a misaonary of a sodety for die propagation 
of belief, so was the other an emissary of a sect for 
the difiitsion of disbelief. He meditated indeed 
a plgrimage to the holy land, but with the view 
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to prove more ecietitificaUy the fatuity of all thii^ 
hcAj. ReasoD, philoeophy and universal toleration 
were the only objects of his reverence ; and some of 
his teneta vhich I picked up by the way bad in 
tfaem a Gomething plausible to my mind, and, if not 
true, seemed to my inexperience ben traoati. He 
concaved that there might exist oi&nces between 
man and man, such as adultery, murder, &c., of s 
Mocker dye than the imperfect performance of cnt^i^ 
devout practices — eating pork steaks in Lent in- 
cluded ; and, above all, he thought that whatever 
number of CiimeB a mati might, on u«ag his utmost 
diligence, crowd in the short span of this life, they - 
stiU might possibly be atoned for in the next by 
(wtyfive hundred thousand million of centuties (be 
would not id>ate a nngle second) of the most ex- 
eructating tinture; though this period was abso' 
luteTy nodiing compared with eternity. As to hii 
other tenets, they were too heiflous-to mention. 

Ere father Ambro^o was aware that Eugeniua 
broached such abominable doctrines, he bad intro- 
duced me to him in the quality of Drogueman, or 
tnthet of Cicerone : and the tone in which I wa« 
tec^ived might have made the &ther suspect that 
all Vas not right. But the father's range of in^ 
telleotual vision extended not further than his owit 
nose, * and that nose was a snub one. 
' " It vras you quibbling, sophistical Greeks," 
crieii'Eugenius laughing, "who, proud, at the 
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MHnmcncementoftheChriBtianeni, of your recently 
imported gnostidsm, perverted by its mystic doc- 
trine tlie simple tenets of Chnstianhy, It was 
you who, ever preferring tlie improbable and 
the marvellous to the natural and the pi-obable^ 
have contended for taking iq a literal, and there*' 
fore in an absurd sense, a thousand expresskiin 
wtnch, in the |dirasealt^ of the East, were Milj 
meant as figurative and symbolical; and it WM 
you who have set the baneful example of adniit- 
dng, in religious matters, the most extntordinerjK 
deviationB from the course of nature and from 
human experience, on sucb partial and questicnt 
able evidence, as, in the ordinary affairs of manj 
and in a modem court of justice, would not be 
rec^ved aa the most common and probable oo> 



Father Ambrc^o, who concaved that ev&ty re- 
flection upon the Greeks must be in &vour of the 
pomans, was delighted with this q>eech, and, aa 
he went away, earnestly recommended to me t* 
Ureasure up in niy memory all the sagacious sayings 
of the wise man whom I had the happiness to s^-ve. 

But it was not long before he changed his mind. 
The very next day, when I called oa Eugaiius, I 
ftiund padre Ambrt^o in most angry discusnoo 
with bim about the doctrine of iHvine clemency, 
which the friar could not abide. E|ugeniu8 at hut 
was obliged -to say in his laughing way, that sncb 
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the father aj^jmred Boincui>aUyWtti(MM''ferMiiUie» 
putushmeat, all he could do fwhinl'lvM "lepray 
litat, by a angle excepdon ishu fftToui*, he at lea* 
nught be danoed to ^1 eharnity. Fathe): ABObir^b, 
who never laug^ied, and who hated Eugetlitis thb 
more iix always laughing, upon this speech left the 
room : hut the next time he met me alone, he very 
seriously cautioned me gainst one who, H6 was 
mre, must be a devil incarnate. 

*' If so," thought, I, " he preaches against bit 
own trade; and his principal is httle obliged to 
him for making his dominion a mere leasehold, 
instead of a p^petuity.^ Meanwhile t resolved 
not to be too sure, and, when Eugenius took off 
his dothes, watched whether I could perceive the 
doven foot. Nothing appearing at all like it, and 
his dispo»tton seeming gentle, obliging and humane, 
I began to he fond of his company, — until, fr(«a 
liking the man, I unfortun^ely by d^rees came 
Hot to dislike some parts of the doctrine of whidi 
lie wan the i^msde. 

Eugenius differed in one respect &om his iHelhren 
ot the new schotJ. While they wished to subv^ 
til former systems in ttOo, ere they began to t&- 
fe^y according to their new plan, he, on the con- 
trary, only contended for the appeal to reason oB 
|»int8 of internal futb, and urged, in external 
practices^ the propriety of conforming to the esta- 
'Uisbed worship ; — and this, not from selfsh, but 
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pbijanthio^ joi^dins: " fw,"* aucU he, '" while 
the .vulgar retain a peculiar belief, thc^ will doie 
then- «y«e and b«aru againat wbatever praetieal good 
tboee wjah to do- thev who tda not in thdr creedt 
and abould they, in imitalKia of their betters, give 
up Boaifl of their idle tenets; — unsUe immediatdlTv 
like those they imitate, to' replace the ohecke ef 
siqierstition by the powers of reason — they wUI 
only from bad lapse into worse, let loose the reijoa 
to th»r passons, and exchange errors for cnmes.^ 

Now, in CMiformity to this doctrine (^ my ous- 
ter^ what could be clearer than that it behoved 
me, where the koran was become the supreme law, 
—as a quiet <nderly dtizen, zealous in support of 
the establidimeDt — with all pos^ble speed to be- 
come a MohaoHnedan. Should there happen to 
be any personal advantage . connected with this 
puUic duty; should my conforming to it open 
the door to jiiaces and preferments, from whii^ I ' 
otherwise must remain shot out; should it nuK 
me from the rank (^ the vanquished to that of 
the victors, and enable me, instead of b^ng treated 
with contempt by the Turkish be^ar, to elbow the 
Greek prince, was that my fault ? or could it be a 
motive to abstain from what was right, that it vm 
also profitable ? 

The arguments appeared to me so oonclusive^ 
.that I bad mly been watching for an ojqawtu^j^ 
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'to throw-off the contemjitueus appellation of Nazi|- 
rene, and to become associated to the great aristo- 
cracy of leUinisni, some time bef(ve the f^r-fisn^ 
'lent the peculiar grace of her accent to its Allah 
IHah Allah ; and tboagh, for the credit ofny an- 
cerity, i could wish my oonveruon not «iactly to 
have taken place at the particular moment at which 
the light of truth happened to shine upon me, yet, 

-all tilings considered, I thought it wiser not to 
quibble i^ut punctilios, than to be sewed in a 

-kack, and served up for breakfast to some Turkish 

«hark. 

Thus it was that the doctrine of pure reason 
«nded in making me a Moharomedan :^but with a 
pang I quitted for the strange sound of Sefim, my 
old and beloved name of Anastasius, gjven me \^ 
my fiitber, and so often and so s#eetly repeated 
by my Helena. 

I was scarce a Mohammedan skin deep, when I 
agiun met padre Amlmi^o, whom ' ^nce my afiair 
with Esm^ I had entirely lost sight of, and who 
knew not my apostasy. 

" Son," said he in a placid tone, " we are aU at 

. -tJioes prone to pastdon. I myself, meek as you now 

•ee me, have had my unguarded moments: but it 

is impos»bte that you should not wish to adueve 

(the glomus work so well begun. Suppose there- 

^re we resume our sfnritual exercises. You ale 
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tlreaSy so Sar advaoosd in tbe ti^t rotid, diat v« 
cannot iail intimately to make you an exemplary 
RtMoaa Catbolic"' 

" Father," answered I, " what may ultimately 
b«{^m)i it is not in man to foresee: mean time^ 
since we met last, another trifling impediment has" 
arisen to my embradng the X^tin creed. I am 
become a Moglemin.'" 

' At this uolooked for obstacle, father Ambrogio 
started back full three yards. *' Holy vii^n !" ejc- 
eliumed he, " how could you make such a mistake P^ 

Not caring to assign the true cause ; " I wanted," 
sud I, " to secure in the next world a httle huem 
of black-eyed girls." 

At this speech &ther Ambro^ fetched a deep 
«igh ; and b^an to muse, looking alternately at 
his hal»t and at mine. — " Well !" stud he, after a 
pause; " at least you no longer are a Greek, and 
that is something;^ and hereupon he departed, 
—wondering, I suppose, where, in his paradise, 
Mohsmmed meant to di^wse of the angels whose 
eyes were blue. 

X never was very ambiuous of learning, but my 
tew God-father, a fcwmal Turkish grey-beard, 
could not Iwook my total ignorance of my ney 
Teh^on. " You are not here among Scheyis,"* 
swd he, " who under the name of Mohammedam 
'live the Uvea ofYaoore, drink wine as freely tfs 
•we swallow opum, and make as little scrupte 0>* 
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having id their poseession pUDtings of pretty &ce8,* 
as if at the day of judgment they were not to find 
souls for all those bodit^s of their own creating. 
You are, — Allah be praised I — among strict and 
orthodox Sunnees; and, however an old believer 
may have had time to forget bis creed, a young 
neophyte should have it at his fingers' ends." 

So I had to learn my catechism afresh. Great 
indeed was my inclination to expostulate : — but all 
' I could obtain was to be provided with a teacher 
who, for my twenty paras a lesson, should put me 
in the way of passing over the bridge Seerath* as 
speedily as possible. And this I was jnttmlsed. 

Nothing therefore could exceed my surprise, 
when in walked the gravest of the whole grave 
body o£ doctors of law — the v^y piak and quint- 
essence of true believers ; one who would not miss 
saying his namaz regularly four times a day, three 
hundred and mxty days in the year," for all the 
treasures of the Devas : ^ who, to obt^ the . ejuthet 
of hafeez,^ had learnt his w^ole korao by heart 
unto the last stop; and who, not satisfied with 
praying to God hke other people, had linked him- 
self to a set of dancing Derwi^es, for the sole 
purpose of addies^ng the Deity with more effect 
in a sugar-loaf cap, and twisting round the room 
like a top : — a personage who, in a devout fit, would 
plump down upon his knees in the midst of tbfe 
tQort ovwded street, without turning fab beitd 
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ttm'nd ■ befbre he liad' feiislied the last reeliath^ of 
his btiscttl, tf till Gonstantino^e were trembling in 
tut ea^(]uftke; 'ffbo,' considering all amusements 
as eqitaDy hanous, nlade no difTerence- between a 
game of chess or inangala, and illicit attentions to 
coie's o*n great-grandmother, and once, in his de- 
vout fury, with his enormous chaplet positively 
demolished Karagheuz^ in the midst of all his did- 
lery: a personage who, at the end of the Ba- 
madan,^ looked like a walking spectre, and the 
very last time of this fast ahsblutdy doubled its 
length; only for having snuflM up with |deasure, 
before the hours of abstinence-were over, the fumes 
of a kiebab on its passage out of a cook-shop : a 
personage who bad an absolute horror of all- re- 
prefientaticHiB of the human figure — those of Saint 
Mark' on the Venetian sequin only excepted: a 
personage, in fine, who already was sumamed in 
his own district the Wely or Saint; andwliom all 
his n^g^bours -wete dying to see deadj only that 
they might hang their rags round his grave, and 
so get cured of the ague. 

Wh«i this reverend Moollah^* first made his 
appearance, his face was still bedewed with tears of 
sympathy, occa^oned by a most - heart-rending 
scene of domestic woe, which his charitable hand 
had'just assoaged. lu an adjconing street he had 
ibund, stretched out on the bare pavement, a whole 
' mtserablo family — father, .mother, brothers, sisters. 
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tt^therwitliatleMt a dbz^ tdiUdren oT tender agR 
— iB»9tategfcoiiq)leteBtarvadon. Theverjrdeflcrip- 
tioD of Eucb A pt^ow mght lMm>w«d up my souL 
Lent how^w the iioij toaii shput4 incur a ^tuh- 
pickm of having bs^ betrayed into 9 veakpesa IQ 
reprdiequble a; th^t of jnty &r the humwt specias 
— fw vbich he ScAt sii th^ coDtempt it deserved, and 
which he never presuQi^ to solape und^ any pf 
th# vis\t&tipn8 tpfiictjed by FroTid«tce,>— I ehoukl 
fldd th^t the WT«tched objects of hia pr^ent ooq^ 
pasuon were of that less reprobated sOFt, the (^d9 
species! They bet<Riged to those trgops of uih 
owned d<^ which the Turks of ConstantinoplQ 
itllpw to live in their streets on the publie boun^, 
in order to have the pleasure of seoog them bark 
at the Cbiistians whom thor Frank dress betrays. 
To these, and other beings o£ Uie irrational genu)» 
were confined the benefaotionB of nay tutor; but, if 
his own (fteciee had fen c^igatioos to aoknow^ 
le^ ^om bim, h« was recorded as ha,ving pur* 
ohiVied the Ub«r^ of three hundred and fifty (»Dary 
tnrds in cages, granted p^iaioas to the bak^ and 
twtcher ^- the imwitenaoc« of.Sfty cata^and leA at 
tea»t a donn dc^a^ wbom h« foun4 on ttw juxp^ 
h^ndswndy provided fat m his will. 

Vo wener vaa my venerable iwtpuctw o«b. 
&ftai>ly »efi;tedmhiahe«<tein thg^Dgleof myEofs, 
thflo, looking arowwt hint v^th an «r of complasnt^t 
aa if he liked my lodgiagsi h? told we to ray in* 
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, that, provided he only took his 
staticm tfaere &t two hours every day, he pledged 
himadf before the «nd of the first year to inBtruct 
me thorou^ily ip all . the diverffltiee of the four 
orthodox lituidji — ^the Hanefy, 8chafey, Hanbely, 
and Maleky ; tc^ther vit^ all that belonged to the 
ninety-nine epthets of the De!^, represented by 
the nmety-nioe beads of the chaplet. In the space 
of another twelvemonth he ventured to hope that 
he might go over with me the prindpal difference 
between the two hundred and eighty most canom- 
cal Mufescdrs or commentators on the Eraan, as 
well as examine the two hundred and thirty<five 
articles uf the creed, concerning which theolo^ans 
disagree; and in the third year of our course, 
he jHtmiised to enable me completely to re&te 
all the objections which the Alewys and other 
dissentOTs make to the Sumiee creed ; and to give 
me a general idea of the tenets of the seventy-two 
leading heretical sects, 6rom that of Ata>hakem- - 
Moi^anna, cs the one-eyed prophet with the 
gcdden mask, to Khand-Hasaan, the fanatic who ' 
eat poik and drank wine in the public market- 
place like any Christian : so as, through dint of so 
much diligence, on the fotuth and last year to 
have nothing to do but to go 9ver the iiiiDle 
agidn, and im|Hint it indelibly va my memory. 
By way of a tittle foretaste i^ the method of dis- . 
putation in which he pronused to instruct me, be 
- , o2 
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took up one of the amtiOTerted points ; first ru»ed 
hia own ol^ections agunst it; and then — as he had 
an indubitable right to do with his undiqmted pro- 
perty—again completely overset them by the irre- 
sistible force of his arguments ; after which— having 
enUrely silenced his adversary, he rose, equally 
proud of the acuteness of his own rhetoric, and 
charmed with the sagacity with which I had hstened. ' 

The truth is I had fallen asleep ; for wluch reason, 
when I suddenly awoke on the din of his argu- 
mentation ceasDg, I shook my head with a profound 
air, and by way of showing how much in earnest I • 
meant to be, with a very wise look said I could not 
give my unqualified assent until I heard both udes 
of the question. Thus fer I had heard neither, 

llib determination rather surprised my doctor, 
who seemed to have relied on my faculty of implicit 
credence. " Hear both ndes of the question !" ex- 
cWmed he in utter astonishment " Why, that is 
just the way never to come to a conclu^on, and to 
remain in suspense all the days of one^s life L Wise 
men first adopt an ojnnion, and then learn to' de- 
fend it Yar my part I make it a rule never to 
hear but one ude ; and so do all who wish to settle 
their belief." 

The thing had never occurred to me before ; 
but I thought it had in it a something ptaurabl^ 
which.at any rate made me resolve hot to lengthen 
the four years' course by idle doubts. Accordingly 
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in the three first lessons I agreed to every thing 
the doctor said or meant to say, eved hetbre he 
opened his mouth, and only wondered how things 
so ample, for instance, as the Prophet's ascent to the 
third heaven on the horse Borak, with a peacock's 
tail and a woman's face (I mean the horse), could 
be called in questioD. Unfortunately, when in the 
fourth lesaon the Moollah ass^led that Islamism 
was destined ultimately to pervade the whole globe, 
a preposterous longing s^^ed me to show my 
learning. I asked how that could be, when, as , 
Eugeniiis had asserted, an uninterrupted day of 
several months put the fast of the Ramadan wholly 
out of the question near the poles ? This difficulty, 
which the doctor could not solve, of course put 
him into a great rage. He reddened, rubbed his 
forehead, repeated my query, and at last told tDe 
in a violent perspiration, that if I mixed travellers' 
tales witli thetJogy, he must g^ve up my in- 
struction. 

I was too happy to take him at his word; in- 
stantly pud what I owed for the lessons received ; 
. and begged henceforth to remain in contented 
ignorance. Lest however I should appear petulant 
to my godfather, I went and desired him to find 
me a Moollah that was reasonable. 

" A Moollah that is reasonable !" exclaimed an 
old gentleman present, who happened to belong to 
the order himself. " Why, young man, that is a 



.,Googlc 



198 ANASTASIUS. 

most unreasonaUe request The Eonm itself de- 
claree the ink of the learned to be equal in value 
to the blood of martyn ; and wbere will a single 
dn^ be ehed in diaputaUm, if all agree to be re»- 
Bonable ? But come," added be, lau^ting, " I irill 
undertake, without a. fee, to teach you in one wtud 
all that ie necessary to appear a thorough bred Mos- 
lemin ; and if you doubt my receipt, ymi may even 
get a Fethwa of the Mufty, if you please, to god- 
firm its efficacy. Wbenerer you meet with an in- 
fide), abuse him with all your might, and no one will 
doubt you are yourself a stanch beUever." I pro> 
mised to follow the advice. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Stehm winter had breathed his lost : his churlish 
pnjgmj had fled. The waves were no lot^^ litshed 
by storUQB, nor was the eiirth fetteeed by frost. 
CoDstantinDple hnkd tlie 6a,y, revered ^ks by 
Greeks and Turks, when St. George opens in sUte 
the g&udy portals of the spring. The north wind bad 
ceased to howl tbrou^ Stamboid's thin haldtaitioiH. 
Mildze}^yr r^gned alone ; and as his iragrmt breath 
went forth in gentle aghs, the white windii^f<diedt 
<^ snow dmiok on the sweUing mountain, wbile a 
ac^ and verddnt carpet of young herbage spreftd 
along the hollow v^ley. The taller trees of the 
fiHest might still slumber awlnle : the lesaer rinubs 
and plants (A the garden were mA waking, to resume 
tb«r summer robes of rich and Taried dye. Blush- 
ii^ blossoms crowned their head^ dud every tran* 
uent gale was loaded wi^ tb^ 'fi^grancej Over 
fields enamelled with the mmson anemone fluttered 
imllitAu of fatae butterflies, just breke fcvth Arom 
their shells with the flowers on which thfty fedy and 
hardly able yet to uhftirl th^ wings in air : while 
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on every bough was heard some feathered songster, 
hailing the new season of joy and of love. The 
voy steeds of the impeiial stsbles, liberated that 
day from their dark winter stalls, measured with 
toad delight the verdant meads of Kiadhan^, while 
thrir joyful neighing re-echoed from the hills 
around. Under each da2zhng portico reflected 
in the Bosphorus were seen groups of Ich-Oglans 
and pages, sporting their new spring suits, like 
^ded beetles, in the sun. All eyes seemed riveted 
on the Othoman fleet*' which in gay and gidlaDt 
ttim issued ftnth from the harbour, and, with 
every snowy sail swelling in the breeze, majes- 
tic&Uy advanced towards Marmora's wiaer baan, 
there to commence its yearly cniise through the 
mazy Archipelago. Of the inmiense population of 
Constantinople a part was skimming, in bargra 
ghttering like gold-fish, the scarce ruffled surfitce 
of the channel, while the reminder gaily saun- 
tered on the fiinged terraces that overhang its 
mirror, and in the woody vales that branch out 
from its banks. On all rades resounded the tune< 
ful Ijrre and the nmsy cymbal, animating the steps 
of the joyous dancers. Nature and art, the human 
race and the brute creation, seemed alike to enjoy, 
in every form of diversified festivity, the epoch 
when recommence the hopes, the labours, and the 
delists of summer. 

I too jras one of the mirthful throng. In cmn- 
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pany with a few Osmanlees, not the most.tigid of 
their race, I had been indulging in the orgies c^ 
the day outade the gate of Selivria. Somewhat 
flushed with the juice of the beary whidi BacchuE 
first plimted in my country, we were returning to- 
ward the Top Capoossee,^ when . close beade us 
catne pran(ung an exceeding bad horseman mounted 
on a .worse Steed. At Constantinople it often occurs 
that ao (Ad mraiial, whose rambles never extended 
bey<nid the village of St Stephens, and whose fbcA 
never pressed a stirrup, is rewarded for his domestic 
services by a military fief or zeeameth,^ at ten or 
twenty days journey from the cajutal. He then 
first learns to nde in the pliuns outside the gate of 
Andrinople, — in order that he may know how to 
cling to his saddle, when constrained to present bim- 
B^f before his distant vassals. Of this descriptitMi 
seemed to be the equestiian whose pleasure it was 
to.annoy.us. Proud of his newly acquired horse- 
manship, he was incessantly in our way, now tro^ 
ting,'now prancing, now galloping at full speed; so 
as to keep us involved in a constant cloud of dust, 
with the additional advanti^ of expecting every 
instant a nearer partidpation in his horse's kicks 
and curvetingfl. Whether we went slow or fast, 
or turned to the nght or tiie left, to avoid him, 
stall he haunted us like bur shadow ; or, if for a 
. moment.be -seemed to have taken his leave, it 
was.rady to nuse a fallatuous hope,, and to return 
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to the charge, like the forest Sy, when least ex- 
pected. Vexations as was the fellow^ b^uviour, 
my ^ther less irritable or more sotwr compuiionB 
agreed not to notiGe it. They would have ttud^ag . 
to do, thd|y said, irith a saucy greett'^headi only 
amouble befote his own officaitf un3 sure to be 
aapportcd — be hid bdutviour what it nnghtM-by aU 
Us oontrades. Less patient, ot-less awed by tbePto* 
•^3g£* kindred, I sworo I would gn^ple with the 
Emir, and soil with the crimsoii of his own bliMd, 
the green rag round Yob tbick ehuU, upon wlm^ 
be presumed with sudi iasoleoce^''^''^^) ^*<!^% 
my intentions, he buiicd his sharp stirrups* in 
bia lank and baiasaad steed^ and Bcompered away : 
but not before be had succeeded in what seemed 
thiou^unit to be the adm of all hs laboqri 
name}y, in bespattering me itam bead, to foot 
with alt the mud of almost the only puddle wlot^ 
the sun's daily tnczeaaog power bad left, in tbc 
road. 

Wbe that,— in die fiiU pride of on entire new suit, 
of whid) the colour has long been pondered of er, 
the stuff Aastea after infimte con^deratioif, tbe 
lOa^g only entrusted to the most skilful artiM^ 
tile fittii^ tried in aU its Ttritnu .rtages^ "^ t^ 
final possession obtained oaljr at Cke voy period 
destined fn its ^splay^ — is&ted to see the wOTk of 
so nudi Ifaouf^ and hboAr vretnevably BpoAt^ 
m its first bbmsr, -and en yet tbe worid has faan 
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dualed bjf its B|dendor ;— whoy 1 say, that ia fated 
to uadergo such a trial, ever preserved his temper 
unruffled, and was blessed with fe^ngs sufficieiitly 
t(xpid to abetmn from fiUling out even mth blind 
undeEigning chance P 

Then fancy my impatient sfnrit Bubmitted to tfaii 
trial, and that by the unprovoked mafice of a fe]linr 
mortal ! But a few moments befbr^ alas .' the veat 
oS purple IntMd doth, the velvet jacket of emerald 
gr«en, the scarlet bemoos * lined with diy-tdoe sBli% 
aad the ample trovsers of a Idushing lilac, stall 
Gbooe through the mazy net-work of gold cast over 
every seam, in the fiiU pofeetioD of their primitive 
purity. Afler parading thm' beauties all day Imi^ 
like a peacodi, in the country, I was only going* 
homeward} to display them all the evemog, to still 
greater advantage, in the most brilliant cf^&e^houaEa" 
in the town, wbm all my honours fell bkateii in ibe 
bud, 4Dd — thfoitf^ the insolence of & pahry servifl^- 
nan — every iietn of my gay trttire -was made to 
drip with a \Attk oS^nrive mud; so tint I looked 
like a oaoe gswdy tul^i, whose enct f^^ndor has 
been crushed by some aas's heedless hoi>£. Suc^ 
was my ind^nation at the insuk, and still move 
at the escape of. the culpnt, that I f^t a poative 
wmt of some ludtkss wi^it, oa whom to vent B^ 
: ungovernable r^;e. 

At that inauBincMua mraaeDt, who should bu^ 
. d»ly start up, as fern the very bowels of the ear^, 
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but Anagnosti, -wham I bad left a priaoDer in the 
Bagnio! 

On qiutting that hideous place, I was fully de- 
t^Duned not to let an hour elapse without applying 
for my friend's liberation, nor to rest until I had 
procaued it. For that purpose chiefly I had gone 
to MaTToyeni. The reader may remember how I 
was rec^ved at his door. The fmting fit which 
followed this ineffectual viut, the illness in the hos- 
pital, and the indigence I had to encounter on fijst 
b^g thrown anew , upon the world, were cir- 
cumstances which combined to prevent for sevo^ 
weeks all furtherance of my de^gn. When my 
condition improved, others arose. I then thought it 
■ advisable to wait till I had earned a character, had 
acquired fnends among the Franks, and had pur- 
chased the berath which might give greater in- 
dependence to my movements in behalf of a rayah. 
These de«derata came in due time, but with them 
also unfortunately came the infatuatitm of my 
Turkish amour, during which I was obliged, for 
my mistrera's sake, carefully to avoid attracting die 
public attention ; and this affair only ended m that 
aposta(^ which made me, bold as I was, dread the 
reproachful nght of Anagnosti,— of him who!« &ith 
neithn fear, nor interest, nor even pleasure had 
power to shake. Yet I had not abandoned my pur- 
pose; and had determined, the very day after St. 
Greorge, to undertake the seemingly arduous wwk 
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' of my fiieiid's release, wbcsi he thus uoexpectedly 
cioBsed my way. 

The very fwesence of Anagnosti^of Anagnosti 
so long neglected in his forlorn situation, and of 
Anagnosti Ireed at last from his fetters without my 
asustance — was in itself a severe rehuke. Con- 
victed by my friend's enlargement of a culpable 
n^lect, I almost regretted his lU>erati6n as pre- 
mature. I felt it as an event expressly brought 
about to shame me. Though in reality the poor 
youth only came from celebrating — somewhat more 
devoutly, no doubt — ^tbe same festival ' with myself, 
he seemed only to rush thus fiill upon me, while 
yet ignorant of bis liberty, and unprepared for his 
appearance, in order to take me by surprise, and to 
enjoy my confusion. 

- And this idea, mortifying in itself, became doilbly 
galling at a moment when, had even my conscience 
prodmmed me Anagnosti's sole deliverer, I still 
would have wished to avoid all expression of his 
gratitude. Thrown among Osmanlees proud of 
th^ untried blood, I had but just asserted a 
perfect equality with my lofiy companions. I had 
sworn indeed that I was not one of those Candiote 
Turks^ who, though three parts Greek, are yet 
r^arded as among the highest n^ettled of the Sul- 
tan'sMobammedan subjects : but I had sworn to this 
truth in a jesting tone ; had in amsequeiice been 
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diBbelieredas I wished, and bad thuafbond meana ^ 

combine with preteo^onB to strict veraraty, the bene- 
fit of a fie: I liad even, in conformity with the 
Moollah's advice, most vehemently abused the wb<de 
lace of Christian dogs ; and, in the midst of my 
success and my exultation, I now stood most un- 
expectedly con&onted with the only pnson who 
must, by his familiar address, not only overturn the 
whole &bric of my ruring, but proclaim me a m&ee 
ren^ado, — a downri^t outcast from the veiy 
Bagnio! 

A drciunstance so provoking — so subvennve <^all 
m J views and wishes, was BufBdent to ^veAnagnoeti, 
in my already ruffled mind, the character of im 
enemy rather than a friend. The instant I patwired 
him, shame set my cheek on fire ; I tried to avoid 
his irksome notice : — but already I had caught his 
watchful eye. 

In this atuation I felt that a mere retreatii^ 
movement would only invite a more eager advance ; 
and concdved that notlung but a coolness bo marked 
on my part, as to chill on that of Anagnosti every 
demonstratifHi of warmth, and perhaps even to make 
him 8c(H'n, in his contempt of me, all ngns of recog' 
mtion, could save me &om his iearful familiarity. 
Upon this princi[^, instead (father darting forward 
to meet his anbracc^ or ^riakii^ iirom his approach, 
I sto^qied suddmly gbort, stood atirdy notionlesB, 
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and,' with ftlL the digtu^ of the turban, merely put 
out my band, to receive the homage of his respect- 
fid lipv— 

- His first glance, ah^tiiig only oa my fieatures, 
had made him rush forward to press me to his bosom . 
Hia second lot^, falling upon my drew wad ctmi- 
pamons, iigun arrested lua pn^;resfi, and seemed to 
rivet his feet to the ground. Hence, jud^ng him 
Suffiiueatly awed by my mwe a^ipearance, I now 
voitured to utter sMoe condescending expres^ons : 
but my words he heeded not. Keeping bis haggard 
e^es fixed oa my person, he asked me whether a spell 
fiaciiuted his eenees, or whether in reality I was 
becone . . ■ ~. a Moslemin, he would have said; but. 
the hatful i^pellation he had not power to utter. 
Not carii^ for the completion c^ the sentence—" be 
Sdim what be inay," I bas^y cried, " proceed thou* 
without fear." 

The JMOUS oeremoDJes of the morning hod even 
etmied beyond its usual exalted pitch my fneraFs 
tWigioiia wthiuiasm. At this morti^'ing qjeech, 
reseatnimt of my n^lect, indignaticKi at my apo- 
«tacy, wounded {mde^ and djaappuinled a^ctica took 
pQMesami of lu* soul 

*' ¥wt i" exdbdmed Iw, repeating my last words 
with an hystetio laugh ; while his eye darted Hght- 
ima^ E^ lua lip euried up.in tetm ; '< Pear suits 
Qidiy t}» deserter of his oountiy and his God !" 

So prmtd * t*ttBt coopleted the rising tiEnnent of 
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my blood. Enraged at the invective ; still more en- 
raged at' its coming fiom a. rayah, from a man of 
mean appearance, and in the presence of sneering Os- 
manlees, I mechamcally thrust my hand in my 
^rdle, and drew out my handjar. It was an un- 
meaning and half involuntary action : I had nofatal 
purpose; I intended not — no ! upon the solemn word 
of one again prostrate before the cross — I intended 
not to hurt a hair of my friend^s head. ' A flourish, 
to dazzle the Osmanlee eyes which were watching all 
iny motions, was all I had in view. Frantic, Ana- 
gnosti rushed forward and fell, — ^fell upon thetoo 
diligently sharpened weapon I Feeling that its point 
had entered, he with one band pressed it home to his 
heart, while with the other he struck me ctrnvulavdy 
away. The da^^;er — glipinng thrciugh my palled 
fingers — remuned, as he intended, deep buriedin his 
ude. 

- lieisurely he drew it aai, and with a sort of com- 
placency ™wed his hlood, as it trickled from the 
bUde: but presently, hb eyes filling with tears, 
— tears 'not flowing for his preseait sufferings, but 
from the remembrance of things gone by :— '* my 
mother, my mother [" he exdaimed, " thy dying 
words prove true. My friends akme have been my 
perdition ; and the small crimson speck found on the 
bands of our brotherhood is grown into the'stream 
that now gushes friHn my heart ! — but at least, 
Anastaaius,"— added he, with a lode which [oerced 
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my very aoul,— " I have prevented tiim yiho tnade.a 
vow to defend me to his last dying breath, from Wng 
htmsdf the destroyer of my wrebdied tife. When 
released from the bagtuo through the kindness 
oi' strangers, I wondered what event C8use<l the 
o^Iect of my ftiend, — wondered whyAnastarius 
alone bad abandoned his Aiu^;noGti. Alas .' I knew 
not that thou badst forsaken tby God ! — May be 
pardon thee as I da Life to me has long been 
Inttemess ; death is a wekxnne guest: I r^tnn those 
that love me, — and in a better place. Already, me- 
tlunks, watching my flighty they stretch out their arms 
from heaven to thor dying Anagnosti. Thou, — 
if there be in thy breast one spark of pity left, for him 
thou once namedst fhy brother ; for him to whom a 

holy tie, a sacred vow Ah ! suffer not the 

starving houads in the street See a little 

hallowed earth thrown over my wretched corpse." 

These words were his last : he sta^^red ; his body 
fell lifelessacross the highway — and his spotless soul 
flew to heaven. 

In the day of battle, so mighty are the prepara- 
tions for hurling death at thousands ; by so many are 
the shafts of the grim destroyer expected, launched, 
and felt ; so rapdly are the slain often followed by 
ih&r slayers, and the mourned by their mourners, 
that the harvest of the grave, bqwever dire and 
sudden, scarce finds leisure to be noticed ; and no 
longer a^tals an imagination ahvady dizzy with ex- 
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citement, or stunned with repeated blows : — but^ 
wbeut in the hour of mirth and rerehy, a angle 
liTing frame of exquinte perfection is, hj some un- 
Iweseen shaft of &te» suddenly snatched away from 
the gay Gcene, and, in die full exerdse of all its 
energies, transformed to a lump of insenable day ; 
when we behold it stretched out, equally unconsciouB 
of insult and of jsty, in the kindred dust — ^how 
drear, how awful is the suddea change 1 

Then add that this frame thus tratiafonned was 
ihat of my frigid — of my brother ; — bbH that my own 
thrice cursed da^i;er had wrought the deadly change ! 

0[^>ressed at this spectacle bieyond the power of 
a human pen to desoibe,'! lot^ continued fixed in 
intent amaztanent cm the spot; I long continued 
gazing on iny fnend's lifeless form ; ancl at last — late 
at night, and after ev«ry curious bystander had tn- 
sensUy dropped <^— retuned, exhausted with ao- 
guish, into the d^, by the same gate tluough 
triiich, in the monung, I had g<ne fivth into the 
. country, biimful of thoughtless mirth. - 

Sad indeed was now my soul ! I felt the hand of 
the Almighty growing heavy upon me. I felt the 
long series of diastisanents beginning whidi awaited 
my apostacy. Predsely where the rehg^ (rf my 
fethers had imposed upcm me the m<>st sacred ties, 
where by my change I had most greviously simied 
against its high behests, and where the punishment 
of my infiddity muti give my heaK the deepest 
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woand, there the Heat blow had been struck ! It was 
because Z had abandoned my God, that I had been 
doomed to lose my friend — the fiiend to whom I had 
been sworn in his holy name ! — and doomed to lose 
^t iHend by my own baleful hand ! And so 
great became, from the bitter taste of its 'first fruits, 
the sense of my guilt, that, could I only have avcaded 
the dismal fete of an uttei- outcast, forced for ever to 
Sy from home and country, I should willingly have 
forfeited all else which I possessed, even now to 
abjure my new errors, and to return to my forsaken , 
fmth. Nor did any fear of the consequences which 
awaited my rashness mix itself with the feelings called 
forth by my misfortune. Had I even been most 
unquestionably guilty ofthe premeditated murder of 
an infidel, my life, as a Moslemin, could run no risk 
from the award of the Turkish law. But the nume- 
rous circle which had witnessed the scene, united in 
asserting my entire innocence of the deed which I 
bewailed ; and, when on the morning ensuing I pre- 
sented myself of my own accord at the nearest mek- 
kiem^'^ to take my trial, the Cadee, afler exchang- 
ing a few words wjth his Naib, ^ dismissed me fully 
acquitted. 

Not so my own consdence ! Loud and ceaseless 
were its upbrfddingB. " Thy dagger," it cried, 
*' has beai lifted on thy friend ; it has killed thy 
brother ; it has struck him to the heart, whom it 
ought to have defended while thy hand could grasp 
p8 
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Its hilt ; its accursed edge has cut through the holiest 
of engagements, and doomed to destruction the ran- 
icerest piety, and the tenderest aiFection. To the 
last da; of thy hfe, the wound inflicted by thee on 
Anagnostj shall continue to fester in thine own dis- 
tracted bosom : it shaJI remain fresh and green when 
his mouldering remiuns have fallen into dust ; it 
diall follow thee beyond the grave ; it ehaU make 
diee dread to meet thy friend even in the re^^icms of 
eternal bliss, — if it ^ould not eternally close against 
thee their inexorable doors." 

To hu^ the relentless monitor, to honour my ill 
fated Mend^s remains, and to appease his shade, 
I did. all that I now could do. I not only had his 
body carried to the grave in splendid procession, 
masses performed for his unspotted soul, the Ixuled 
wheat" banded round among the congregatitm, the 
purest marble sought for a gcA;geous tombstone ; . I 
myself — clothed as I was in Mohammed's hateful 
livery — followed at a distance the dismal pomp, with 
my garments soiled, my feet bare, and my head 
strewed with aslies. From an obscure aisle in the 
church I beheld the solemn service ; saw on the field 
<^ death the pale stiff corpse lowered into it^ nar- 
row cdll, and, hoping to exhaust sorrow's bitter cup, 
at night, when all mankind. hushed its griefs, went 
back to my friend's final resting-place, lay down upcw 
his ^ent grave, and watered with my tears the fresh 
nuaed hollow mound. 
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In vain ! Nm* my tears nor taj sorrowB could 
avaiL No offerings nor penance could purchase 
me repose. Wherever t went, the beginning of 
our fiiendship, and its issue, still alike rose in 
view ; the fatal spot of blood still danced before 
my steps, and the reekiug dagger hovered before 
my aching eyes. In the ulent darkness of the night 
I saw the p^e phantom of my friend stalk round my 
watchful couch, coveted with gore and dust ; and 
even during the unav^Iing riots of the day, I still 
beheld the spectre rise over the festive board, j^are 
on me with piteous look, and hand me whatever I 
attempted to reach. But whatever it jn-esented 
seemed blasted by its touch. To my wine it gave 
the taste of blood, and to my bread the rank flavour 
t^ death! 

I who before had set at nought even the sober 
creed of the sage, now sou^t comfort in tfae ^Uy 
superstitions of the vulgar. I made (^erings to the 
inexorable Fates. I supplicated the awful Moirai ^ 
to withhold from me their scourges. Thinking by 
swift motion to fly from the vi^on which every where 
pursued my steps, I bestrode the swiftest coursers, 
androamedtlie country over. I flew across hill and 
dale, both early in the moming.and late at night — 
now descending headlong the steep banks of the 
PropontJs, now rushing along the rugged shores of 
^ Euxine. 

AnHHig ray acquaintance was a rich Armenian. 
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The fondness for handsome horses, prevalent anHHig 
hia nation, in him vaa a perfect passion; but a 
pasfdon which the jealoua laws of the Turks only 
suffered a rayah to indulge in secret He mi^t 
ke^ at an immense cost, the moat magnificent 
coursers that came from his own country : hestride 
them he durst not — except in thdr stalls. To ride 
and to enjc^ them he was obliged to lure some mean 
Mohammedan; and, as the noUe animals often 
wanted exertdee, he was ^ad to asedst me in flying 
from my sorrows, by giving me the unrestr^ned 
use of his costly stud. 

Thus enjoying the command cd* the fleetest horses 
and the most active gnx^ms, I took care that neither 
should want exerdse. I devoted my whole time to 
drawing the bow, and flinging the djereed.*' No- 
where was I seen, but at the Ocmeidan and in the 
Hippodnmie;'^ where I endeavoured to raise my op- 
fs-essed sfurits, by sending them on the wing after a 
barbed arrow, or a staff that cletl the air. In order 
to concentrate on one point all my faculties and 
feelings, I used to set myself a task. I resolved to 
hit a particular mark at an as«gned distance, and I 
left not the spot until I had performed the feat. 
This practice gave me a dexterity in warlike exer^ 
daes, of which at a later period I reaped the benefit. 
At the time of its acquirement, the swiftest motion 
of my body was not sufficient to afford iny Qtind 
■ Ffipofie. The instant I vaulted into my saddle, the 
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giuBt njpaire at doi^ leaped up bdund me. I 
might mlk or I mig^ gallop, nunter aloiig or fly 
at fiill speed ; yet would tfw aven^og sjnrit alike 
goad my g^led bcart^ and irhh hii iron gripe wrii^ 
my breast to BuffbcatiOB. Iffbr an instant I bmlthed 
-more fcedy— if solmtiiiies I coRteeived a tantieot' 
hope thM my glocnn ms -wetiisig oat, it soon 
-|ST>Ted a mere dduDen ; and ereil is Beotia's 
fwampa, and where Mttomn seen tlia leaf, the sun's 
enfedded rays find not greatct difficulty to pace 
tike chilling mist, than £d the least gUmpee of bii»- 
li^ to penetrate the shroud of anguish wlach siir^ 
rounded my heart- 
As a last and desperate resource, I tried to drire 
a,iraif my fiightfid vinms by gayer dreams, the ' 
diildzea of drowsy opium. I found my way to the 
great mart of that deleterious drug, the Theriakee 
Tcbartdiee." There, in el^ant ooffee-^Knues, 
adorned with trelhced awnings, the dose of ddunon 
is measured out to each customer, according to his 
wishes. But lest its visitors should Ibrget to wh^ 
place they are hying, directly fadng its painted portr- 
cocs stamda the great reoeptade of mental imbedli^, 
erected by Sultan Sttlraman fin- the use of his captaL 
lb this Tchartchee nugfat be seen any day a 
numerous collectioa c^ those wbom private Sftfrows 
bare driven to a public exhibition of insanity. 
Thfre adi reeling idiot might take bis ndghbotu* by 
tfae.baiid, nd say : " Ivothtf^ and what «led th^. 
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to seek so dire a cure ?"" There did I with the rest 
of its familiars now take my habitual Btation in 
my solitary niche, like an inseDsUile motionleM idol, 
sitting with fdghtlesa eyeballs, stariiig on vacuity. 

One day, as I lay in less entire absence than usual 
under the purple vines of the porch, admiriug the gold- 
tipped domes of the majestic Sulimanye, the appear- 
ance of an old man with a snow-white beard, reclining 
on the couch beade me, cau^t my attention. Half 
plunged in stupor, he every now and then burst out 
into a wild laugh, occa^oned by the grotesque 
j^antasms which the ample doee of madjoon^* he had 
just swallowed was sending up to his brain. I sat 
ccoitemplatinghim with mixed curiosity and dismay, 
when, as if for a moment roused &om his torpor, he 
took me l^ the hand, and fixing on my countenance 
his dim vacant eyes, said in an impressive tone : 
" Young man, thy days are yet few ; take the advice 
of one who, alas 1 baa counted many. Lose no time ; 
hie thee hence, nor cast behind one lingering look : 
but if thou hast not the strength, why tarry even 
here P Thy journey is but half achieved^ At otic« 
go on to th^ large mantiion before thee. It is thy 
ultimate destioation ; and by thus iK^mng where 
thou must end at laat, tbou mayest at least save both 
thy time and thy money." 

The old man here fell back into his apathy, but 
I was roused effectually. I resolved to renounce the 
stow poison of whose havock my neighbour presented 
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so woeful a specimen ; and, in order not to preseire 
even a memento of the sin I allured, presented him^ 
as a reword for his advice, with the little golden re- 
ceptacle of the pemi<nous drug whichl used to make 
my BoUce. He took the bauble without appearing 
s^sibleof tbe^ft, while I, running into the middle 
of the square, pronounced with outstretched hands,** 
against the execrable market where insanity was sold 
by the ounce, a solemn msletfictioD. 

The curse, I believe, took e^ct Certain it is 
that with me seemed to depart for ever the pro^teri^ 
of the Theriakee Tchartchee. From the day I 
turned my back upon its fatal abodes, the use of 
wine and sjnrits may be s^ in Constantinople to 
have superseded that of opium. Every succeeding 
year has seen the trade of madjoon decline faster, 
and the customers of those that sell it diminish more , 
rapidly. The old worshippers of the poppy juice 
have dropped off like the leaves in autumn, and no 
young devotees have spning up in th^ stead. The 
preparation has not even preserved its adherents 
among those men of the law, formerly anxious to 
comlnne, through means of a drug that may be 
takm unperceived, the i^eaBures of inteucabtm 
mtii the bonoiurs of sobrie^. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



By degrees my pune, exbaufltcd in the daily pur- 
chase of ready-inade mirth, had— b; Uw ilUi««Diag 
of that commodity— begun to partake of the dcprei^ 
uon of my s[nritB; and on this occanm I fijund 
pecuniary ^nbarrassments an exoelleDt remedy far a 
settled melancholy. , Wh^i a man knows not how 
to support life, he has little leisure for feeding 
sorrow. To replenish, however, my empty cofiars, 
I commenced i^n > novel pursuit, which, if it 
completed the waste of present resources, made me 
amoids by the biilliancy it cast tna my future 
fmspeeta, 
' This I shall explain. 

My melanchdiy, my rettronent, and my endu^ 
vours to find relief &om my sorrow in sopentitioni 
{vactices, had brought me in omtact with a peraoiK 
«ge, who kmg since had exchanged die society of 
wan lor habitual eoavose with spirits; and who, 
^sdaiming all further intenconrse with the inhal»t> 
ants of the earth, employed himself solely in culti- 
vating an extensive acquuntaiice in the different ~ 
r^ons of the heavens. The only easy and familiar 
dut-chat in which my friend Derwiah mi^t be said 
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to indulge, was with the stars. His accurate in- 
fonoatioD respectiag the vsriouft occurrences in the 
finnam^^ it is tine, gave hiin so superior an inugfat 
into the afGurs oi this globe itaelf, that he could not 
help fedlng iiiortifi,ed as well as surprised, at seeing 
both in potentates and private individuals so unac- 
countable a backwardness to ^n&t by bis wisdom : 
for be was as fimd of giving advice as those who 
have not the stan to back th»r ofunion; — and 
indeed, who more capable than Derwish c^ directing 
eveiy coucem of man ? He understood the oom- 
poution of cabalistic sentences enable of b^ing 
the subtlest witchcraft, and disarming the moot 
determined evil eye. He could tell to a seamd tbe 
[n«cise period for every critical measure frwn the 
giving a battle, to the taking a doge of rfaabarb; 
and in castii^ nativities, and jnedicting Beasons, the 
Venice calendar itself must yield to the all cwnpi^ 
bending Derwish. It is well known what innumera- 
ble little devils Boat in ur, always on the watch, 
when people inadvertently yawn, to idiip into thor 
mouths and slip down th^ throats, when they 
make sad intestine commotion in their stomadu. 
These he possessed the art of expeUiog with rare 
success; and, soon preparing to aoar far beyond 
his former flints, he was at the eve, when I made 
bis acquuntance, of a discovery which promised 
mines of wealth to whoever might choose to jm 
bifQ in its pursuit It cqn^sled in aseertainbg by 
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the itching of one's fingen whitt heaps of gold lay 
buried under those aoctent piles which— like the 
arches of Backtchekeui, ' the ruins in Greece^ and 
the pymnida of Egypt — are mistaken by the igno- 
rant for aqueducts, and temple^ and mausoleo, but 
by the mse are known to be the secret treasuries <^ 
the Constantines, the Sulamans, and the Pharaohs of 
(Jd. The exact atuation of the depodts known ; 
what BO easy as to pull down the buildings over 
them! 

£re, however, this measure could be quite accom- 
plisbed, other resources, less splendid no doubt, but 
more acceptable, and iii which Eblia* had no band, 
lent me iheti seoscmable ud. 
' One day when widking through Galata with a 
tHDthet in distress ; " See," stud I to my companitxi, 
" all those balesof costly goods ranged on the quay 
like common ware ! For whom think you they are 
landing? Why, for some old churl, to be sure, 
nailed to hisdesk, and buried under his account 
books ; who perh^is will never behold- with his own 
eyes either th^ contents, or even thor final pro- 
duce. Fortune reserves all her favours for those 
who only know th^ amount by a cipher more or 
less in ^eir ledger. Young fellows like us, who - 
would procUum her bounty by sound of trumpet, 
and BOW its golden fruits tar and wide in the world, 
the diurlioh prude leaves to starve." 

" FfMlune, geDtlemen," abaerred the caravo- 
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keiri* of the sb^ who had overliettrd mj speech, 
" caniiot, if she be a bidy, dislike her TOtarie§ more 
than o&er females do, for being young : but perhaps, 
like other ladies, to be won, she must be courted.'" 

I now recognised in the captain one of our is- 
landers: he knew me before. "You, tar,"" added 
he, " might have had the goddess in question on 
your own tennb, as much as any body. Who 
BO petted as you were by your wtHtby deceased 
mother ?" 

" What! my mother dead?" excburoed I, both 
shocked and surprised. 

" To be sure," rejoined the ids ; " and, had she 
known where to find you, ere that dccideiit happened, 
who doubts that she would have left her wealth to 
you rather than to that cross-grained minx— pardon' 
my boldness — your elder sister.'" . 

" All left to my eldest rister," cried I, drying up 
the tears that had began to flow profusely. " Ah, 
if I too had but scolded her all the day long ! — That 
at least is a pTDceeding which ^lows attention, and, 
it seems, meets with adequate thanks. Or rather^— 
added I, on thinking of her ruinous lenity with re- 
gard to my aberrations — " if she had but sctdded 
me, when I deserved reproof! But she is gone 
to a better place than her son must hope to see 
her in : Peace be to my own soul, as it is sure to 
be to hers r 

" It would Dot much poh^ disturb its repose," 
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observed my companion, " to iD&ke a little inroad 
on thA of your nster ; and try, in your quality as 
Moslemin, which went furthest, your mothe/s par- 
tiality or tbat of the law." 

Next to her mother and her husband, Roxana 
(now die eldest female of the family) had always 
made me the favourite ol^ect of her ill humour. I 
owed her a longer score of petty spites, than I had 
hc^)ed ever to pay off. It would have been a pleasure 
to me to hustle her out of the inheritance, had it 
even been for a stranger. Pindmg therefore that 
the accumulated {Hx>duce of my mother's estate at 
Naxia was in the hands of a merchant in Constan- 
tinople, and in ready cash, I went to claim it. My 
sole Tt^ret on my way was my not having provided 
sacks and porters sufficient to cany away the whole 
treasure at once. 

There was little occa^on for such a hurry. At 
first my mother's fortune seined little easier to 
get at than the wealth of the Pharaoh^ whidi my 
friend Derwish meant slily to pocket, by dis|dttnng 
the pyramids. In order to obtain the much-valued 
mcmoria], I found legal foems to go throngh, certifi- 
cates to ago, petitions to present, seciiriticB to give, 
and accounts to settle, which only allowed' me at 
the end of several weeks to pocket my money, or 
ratber the half oS my Taoney which had not be^ 
melted away in the interval, in law expenses, men. 
disnts'corom^mms presents distributed among men 
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ID power, and fees paid to. men in office. Even 
that half, howerer, my necesuties Tendered a most 
welcome supply. , 

To the landed property at Naxia I could oidy 
enforce my ri^t by personal appearance ; and a 
little voyage nnind the Archipelago seemed to pro- 
mise a plorang as well as profitable change of scene. 
Accordingly I bargained for my passage in a Greek 
Teasel bound for Bagusa, but intending to touch at 
Chic. I iras not sorry cnce more to behold, under 
the protection erf' the tuiban, my home and fnends. 
An open boat could eaaly convey me, whenever I 
pleased, &om my father's birthplace to my motlier's 
nativer shore. 

With all these arrangements setded in my mind, 
I seat my bt^^gage on board ; meaning mysdf to 
go by land as far as Gallipoli, where the sacolevai* 
was to bidlast. Already, with one foot in the stirrup, 
iraa I taking my last leave of all my acquaintance^ 
collected in a merry circle around me, when from 
a distance resounded a loud cry of—" Stop him, 
stop him !" Accordingly I was gtnng to set off a» 
fast as posrable — curnng the fellow who had prt 
my saddle ill, and now detuned me to rectify his 
awkwardness — when, ere I could get away, who 
should burst throuf^ the opening crowd, and Boze 
my bridle like one frantic, but the stai^;azer Der- 
wish ! 

" Can you," said he in an angry whisper — 
slmoat Intii^ off my ear, — " can yon tiiink of gmng 
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after a psltiy rabbit warren, vhea placed by toy 
skill on tbe very tbreshold of all the treasures of 
the univerae ?" 

" Friend,** answered I, " acclise the stars ; they 
have been so dilatory in performing thdr promises, 
.that I disclaim all further engagemmt with thdr 
highnesses.'" 

" Foolish impatience of youth !" resumed Der- 
wiah. " But if hope cannot stop you, at least listen 
to fear. For your sake I have spent the whole night 
oa my roof, watching your, perplexing planet. It 
looks all spleen and malice. Therefore at any rate 
go not till Saturday. Besidfis, who in his senses 
sets out upon a journey on any other day of the 
week r* 

. *' Evety day is aus^ntsous,^ replied I, laughing, 
" to those who go after their money." 

** Hark V exdiumed the persevering stargazer, 
" there is the Muezzeem'' of Sultan Achmet, just 
calling to prayers. Before you go^ say your namaz." 
— " I have said it three times over," replied I. 
" And the bag of garlic ag^nst witchcraft ?"* — 
" Tboe it dangles from my horse's throat." — " And 
the amulets against the evil eye?" — "Head, stomachy 
arms, all are stiff with them." " I see," observed my 
friend, deeply ughmg, " you have done every thing 
for yourself: now do something for me, whom you 
desert with all my excavations on my hands. ItwUl 
not CQBt less tlum fifty thousand jnastres only to 
undennine the aqueduct, and I have not five paras 
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in the w(H-ld I Give me at least in adriuice a oiw|ile 
of Beqyins." 

Dorwiidi had now ccnnpletely worn out my pa. 
tience. In order to get rid of him — " This good 
gentleman,*' cried I to tlie bystanders, " only wants 
to deprivethecapitalofeverydiopofwater. Fray 
asmst him in this good work, as I hare not time to 
stop." Derwish at these wcads grew frightened ; , he 
let go my mns, and slunk away. I rode aS, rested 
during the heat of the day at a village on the road^ 
and ia the ereniog wrived at Gallipc^ 

IHm captain had already taken in his ballast! so 
we set sail immediately. At the Dardanelles we 
were detuned several hours, by private jobs of 
the crew, of which the custom-house office's ui^ 
OHisciously' bore the blame. Just as we got under 
siul again, an Israelite^ who had h^xncally detei^ 
nuned to- go by water whidier he could not get by 
land, be^ed admittance. He pleaded poverty so 
{nteoudy that no other conditbns were attached to 
the grantiDg of this favour, save the divermcHi 
■wiach he m%ht a&rd. Ana^ar Jew, eeeiag his 
ommt^man so readily taken in, begged hard for the 
same boMi ; but the sailors, thinking they hod pro- 
vided sufficient paMime for the voyage, now became 
obdurate, and» when the supplicant attempted to 
deep up the »dest^ the vessel, stoutly beet him off. 
In this ungradous operatUBi no one was more active 
tku. hiB.brother Jew, wbo, coneeal«d beUnd iJm> 
VOL. I. a 
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Bulors, gave him with his stidt the last rap oyer the 
knuckleB, which put an end to his attempts. I 
could not help noticing this want of diarity in one 
who had experienced oiirs so recently : but on im- 
parting to Mordecai my feelings on that Buhjet^ I 
found that he. was acting from the very impulse 
of that virtue in which I thought him deficient. 
The other Jew, be in&rmed us, was an arrant 
rc^e, and, if admitted, no one could tell what mis- 
chief he mig^t do. 

We now thought ourselves secure ftom further 
intru^on, when alight wheny, skimming the waters 
like a swallow, shot alongrade of us, and dung uptm 
our deck, without even a show of waiting for our 
permissioD, a smart caleondjee, whose high behest 
was to be conveyed to Tenedos. The captun 
immediately bowed EubmiBsion. 

In this new passenger I soon reo^ised a person-' 
age with whom I had made acquaintance on board the 
Turkieii fleet, dunng the expedition to the Morea. ; 
Never had we met since the fulure of the attonpt on '■ 
Mayno. The- consequential marine therefore fdt 
^catpl«i3uie in boasting of the more successful cruise 
agunat the same nest of pirates, undertaken the 
ensuing year. , The delight with which he described 
how the Moohasul of the Morea forced the little - 
peninsula by land, and the Capitan-pasha blockaded 
it by sea ; and how the inhabitants, driven by the 
- onejout of ;thar stroi^ holds, fell with thar boats- 
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iiito the dutches of tlie other, could only be exceeded 
b; the rapture vith which he painted the males all 
hanged, and the women and children all drowned, 
in order to reconcile them to the Turkish yoke. — 
" Yo(i," he conduded, " who are going to take pos^- 
sesEion of your estates, mean hracefin'th, I suppose 
to lead a sober country life, and have done with all 
such frolics. May you prosper! For my part, I 
hate innocent amusements, and want a Httle vice to 
season my pleasures !" — Tenedos now being near, 
my fnend called for the bc»t, and got himself rowed 
ashore ; while I wished him at pardng a great deal 
of pleasure with all manner of vice. 

The current had faithfully escorted our vessel out 
of the straights ; but— having seen us fairly laimched 
in the open sea, it now made a deep obeisance, and 
bade us farewell ; leaving our further conveyance 
to the care of the winds. These apparently had 
bunnesB elsewhere : at least, they attended not our 
summons ; and for several days we were left to con- 
&oat a dead calm. 

Should any one be so fortunate as to have had 
no acquaintance before with the monster ennui, the 
most favourable ^tuation without doubt for wit- 
nessing all its powers, is, when on board a small 
boat in a sea almost boundless, one lies for hours 
watching a doudless sky for a breeze which stays 
awayt and a Waveless sea for a ripple which chooses 
not-to come. In this tatuation, while aU dse is &a- 
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tinJj at a stand* time itself seems to loU on bo bea- 
tOj* that, thou^erery hour of one's Bbwt lifemns 
wholly to waste, one still wishes that waste to be 
more rapd. - I who could only exist in a bustTe and 
Uirive in a whirIwind,-fouBd myself ao completely 
weighed down by this obstjnate stillness of every 
surrounding element, as absolutely to gasp fat 
breath ; to persuade myself that even a sense of pun 
would be a welcome relief ixom so horrible a tedium, 
and at last to cry out in an evil nuxnent, " for an 
end to this misery, even by tlie worst storm which 
the heavens have in store T 

Just such a storm haj^ened to be within hearing. 
It took me at my word. Scarce bad I uttered 
the wish, than it hastened with all possible alacrity 
to attend the mvitaUon. A white fleece arose 
in the distant sky; a dark streak shot across 
the furthest wave ; a breeze was felt. This breeze 
became a gale, and this gale grew to a hurricane. 
Angiy douds, gathering on aH rades, b^an to travel 
in every opponte direction. They met, they crossed, 
and stopped each other as if to parley, until the 
whole heavenly vault became a continuous mass, of 
darkness. It would have been difficult to decide 
whidi howled the most dismally — the lightened 
sailors, in the act of lowering the yards, do^g the 
hatchways, and dearing the deck>— or the &ightful 
blast, while mocking thdr petty endeavours, and 
tearing and tumbling evety thing about our -can. 
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It kept lashing the roaring waves, until fhgy alter- 
nately hove us up to the sky , or almost left us aground 
at the bottom of the sea. 

When the tempest hecame so furious that a crew . 
ten times more numerous than ours would have found 
ample employment, each sailor wisdy left off his , 
work, to fall upon his knees, and say his prayers. 
Had Saint Spiiidion, the protector-general of ships 
in distress, heen ears all over, he scarce could have 
heard or have heeded half the vows addressed to him 
on this occa^n. But the more we prayed the more 
the blast inra-eased, until our ship must inevitably 
have sunk, had not the sailors at last most pro- 
videntially hit upon an infallible expedient for ap- 
peaung the tempest. 

The Jew— content mth making sport for us most 
handsomely ou deck, during tlie whole of the fine 
weather — had, at the very first lowering of the sky, 
taken care to dive into the hold. Entirely forgotten 
for a while, he happened just to he remembered at 
this critical period. All now phunly saw the whole 
caii^ of the hurricane, — but with it also the remedy. 
The Hebrew must be sacrificed to appease .the angry 

From his very hiding-place the wretch heard his 
docxn. He strove to creep between the. stones of 
the ballast: but had he nestled, like a toad, in - 
their heart, he could niot have escaped. He was 
dragged upon the deck) to be. toseed.into the aeiu 
Whed iadded .held absolutely over tho \mtlk of 
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eternity, he b^ged to ransom his life, finr that arti- 
de of which he had pretended to be entirely desti- 
tute — for money ; and offered, first, one piastre, 
tlien ttro, then fire, then five and twenty ! The sum 
was templing: — but existence was at stake with llie 
sulors themselves, and gold had lost its power. 
They let the Hebrew drop. 

^Meanwhile I had fancied that the storm b^an 
to slacken :— wherefore, catehing the sinking- wretch 
by his coat; "Hark ye, palikaria,"^Baid I to the 
crew, ".the question is not what the cheating 
scoundrd may deserve; it is only what further 
evils we may suff<»- by bringing faim to pumshment. 
Now, if the mere ^ht of his uncouth figure ts 
sufBtnent to irighten the sea into these fits, what 
will she do when his whole ugly carcass — skin and 
all — is crammed down her throat? Wwse — dqiend 
upon it, than when, on a amilar occa^on,'^e threw 
up near Suit Irene, amidst fire and flames, a raging 
-volcano ! Let us therefinv appease the ruffled de- 
ments by only quietly squeezing the miscreant's soul 
• — doubtless composed of good seqinns, — out of his 
dirty body. In my quality as Mosleinin, I fear I 
must encumber myself with half the load." 

The wind having dackened by this ,time, the 
proposal was approved of by the majority:- the 
few that looked askance at me were frowned into 
mlence; and the Jew, tossed back into the vessel, 
was submitted to our search. 

Jfisvest, trowsers, and fhirt—attaAed" feat— 
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yielded nothing. His enormoua leather belt, there> 
fore, became the next object of our Bcrutiny: — 
and for fear of lotdng aught of the wealth its weight 
bespoke, we spread a Bmatl ihram' on the deck, eie 
we began its dissection. 

Scarce waa its pauoch opened, by the mott deli- 
cate puncture which the pcnnt of my sabre could 
inflict, than out rushed, with resistless impetuouty, 
such a stream of clattering coin, as lasted full five 
minutes, ere it was quite exhausted: — ^but the 
highest pieces were paras, and the whole amount 
of the heap scarce a piastre ! 

The sailtws turned pale with disapp<nntment : 
nor was I myself greatly pleased. ' " Son of Satan 
and of the witch of Endor," exclaimed I with 
furious gesture, " do you wish me to treat your pwn 
body like your belt, and to seek for your treasure in 
your bowels P Mordecu was not put to the trouble of 
answering ; for, on my clawing his head to give it a 
shake, his caul remained in my hands— a pontive 
musket^roof helmet of conglomerate sequins 1 I 
now had my cue, and it struck me that, where the 
head was so well furnished, the heels mi^t also be 
worth investigating. — Like the dirty caul, the 
clumsy buskins ofEered a solid stratum of gold ! 
- As soon as stripped <rf lus pelf, the Jew be^ed ■ 
to be killed outright : — he was w<wth' nothing now ! 
We thought otherwise. Another vessel hailing us 
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St ttmt moment £at some water, we sent two casks : 
— m one rf tiiem was Mordecai 

The gale, which bad not entirely fallen, soon 
carried us full sml into the straits of Chk>, and the 
distant sound (^ bells, bo long unheard, agun 
struck my ears. Though now becMne a M(rfiam- 
medan, it affected me with inexpressible rapture. 
The imjwes^on of approaching hotne, however, as it 
strengthened became sadder. From what I still 
hq>ed to find under the patemi^ roof, I turned my 
thoughts to what I was to find no m<n«. Hy 
mother had not been the wisest of mothers : fts a 
SQn I owed her not unlimited gratitude. Instead 
of skimming off the dross of my dispontion, she had, 
by injudimous treatment, only added newidloy to its 
ore, and then cast the compound away, as utteiiy 
worthless: yet she bad been my mother; and how- 
ever lightly all tlie later ties of choice or of chance 
wwe wont to sit upon my mind — however often I 
may wantrady have broken the social bands c£ 
&iendshipandoflove-^the priniaiy claims of natore 
and {^ instinct seemed, spte oi my own reasiHiHig, 
still to mfdnbun their roots firm' in my heart. 

Absorbed in my muang, I ibiind myself oppo* 
rate the town of Chio, ere I fanded it in ngfatr 
A boat &om the Island soon took me ashore. 
When setting foot on the beach, I threw iny^df 
on ny knees, with bodi hand* gstiiered up the 
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loved dust of my ijadve land, SBd, bringing it 
witbecBtacytomylips; "Ah my own parental sral!" 
cried I in a wild rapture ; " defiled as thou art by 
the tread of rank barbarians, and by the yoke of 
ruthless Tartars, still do I bear thee devout worship ^ 
still does thy arid surface more entrance my longing 
eyes than all the g^ded domes of £yoob, and all 
the gaudy gardens of Sultani^ V ' 

As, advandng with hurried steps, I beheld in 
quick succes^n the various spots endeared by the 
incidents of my early years, the agitation of my 
mind still increased. Here was the comer of the 
quay where, with other boys of my age, I used to 
watch the ships unloading. There, at the turn of 
the street, stood the house in which on St John's 
eve we played at Eleidon rydka.^ A Utde further 
on I passed by the abode of our ancient paramana,"* 
whose nursery tales I still could listen to with plea- 
sureii Right over the way my eye fell on the fjital 
mndov whence, at Easter, a whole load of broken 
pots and pans, — the wrecks of a twelvemonth- 
fell on my devoted head." Ere I had quite done 
looking — with some still remumng fright — at its 
threatening aperture, I stumbled over the steps of the 
cross old papadia's^ hovel, whose flesh-pot I filled 
one day with glue, in revenge for her complaints of 
my prior frohcs. I was still inwardly laughing at the 
remembrance of her fruitiess attempts to unclose her 
toothless gums, ailer tasting her broth, when I 
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grazed the Btoneseatof ahousevhere ....'. but at 
present pass we on t Suffice it to say that out of 
the open entrance of this forlorn maoaon there 
seemed to rush a chilling -blast, which, hastity 
as I darted by, changed the warm moisture on my 
forehead into a cold clammy dew ! 

Id, this way did an uninterrupted ehun of recoL 
lections carry me on from the water-sde to my 
paternal threshold. There all seemed solitude and ' 
descJation. . The only acquaintance remaning — the 
only being that gave me welcome, was Xeno the 
old dog; procured when a puppy from the consul, 
and reared by myself. Many a ^ne he had stood 
sentinel during my meetings with the donor''s 
daughter; and when I fled from my home, I had 
been obliged to tie him to a post on the qpay, leat 
he should follow me to the ship, and betray me by 
his fidelity. He still seemed to remember his old 
master, looked up in my face as if to say : " what 
had he done to be thus deserted ;" and, waging his 
tail, licked my hand. His joyous yelping brought 
down an unknownremale t^uncourteous appearance, 
who asked my business. Having told her its nature, 
she denred me to go to the garden in the Campo, 
where the signor Drogueman at present redded. 

The objects I met in my way to the country 
were no less interesting than those which I bad 
passed in the town. But in the one as in the odwr, 
I perc^ved a change which quite confounded all 
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place, and still preserved the same shape, as hefore ; 
but the dimenaioiis uf every object appeared totally 
altered. What I tJiougfat I had left huge, gigantic, 
vast as the tower of Babel, now to my iDHnite 
surpiise seemed paltry, diminutive, reduced to tiie 
sze of a child's plaything. Houses, gardens, hills 
and dales all looked as if, mux my childhood, they 
had shrunk to half their primitive ^e. A few 
steps brought me to the end of what I thought 
■covered acres ; and what formerly I fanded reared 
its head in the sky, now hardly rose out of the 
ground. I had 1^ my home, impressed with ibe 
magnitude of ,every object : to the first images 
imprinted in my memory, I had assimilated all the 
vaster scenes which I had unce beheld ; and only 
now I first perceived the difierence, and from the 
comparison, thought what I saw even smaller than 
it was. 

My long strides soon brought me abreast with a 
little man, advanced in years, who was hobbling on 
'before me. The tew additional wrinkles that fur- 
rowed his face could not prevent my recognising in 
him the Signor PolizoV, an old friend of the family ; 
while tO'hisfulingeyesight, my change from boy to 
man left me an entire stranger. As I must in that 
capadty have the more to learn, he seemed to increase 
in the samepn^KHrtionthenaturalcommtmicaliVeness 
of bis dispodtitm. Atmy request he'went regularly 
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over all. the members of the pfttemal house, until 
he came to a certain graceless youth named Ana- 
status, who — ^he informed me in a sortof confidential 
whisper — was t^e saddest reprobate that ever had 
disgraced Chia; innomuch that even he^ Folizoi — 
a primate as he wa«-^neTer felt safe fivm his pranks, 
while yet only a mere boy ; and if he met him now, 
would, he verily believed, die with poative terror! 
Far be irom me. all suspidon of an intent to 
commit murder, in acqutunting the old gentleman 
that this dreaded rejHobate actually stood before him. 
Thunderstruck at the intelligence, he stared at me 
some: time in silent horror; then suddenly wheeled 
about, and scampered away. My calling to him 
to quiet his appreben^ons, till I grew hoarse, could 
nether bring him back, nor stop his progress. 
Some block of< stone I fancy was m<He persuaMve; 
ibr I heard a loud tumble, and would have gone 
to his assistance, when the wght of our door drova 
all other thoughts away. 

I paused a few seconds on the threshold. Signer 
Polizoi's speech had taught me to expect little' 
kindness; " and might it not," thought I,*' be prefer- 
able to fancy what was beat, than to be certain of the 
worst F" But that worst-r-filial piety su^eeted — " I 
might make the best by my change of deportment l" 
I thcreftnre entered. 

. As I asoKided tbe steps, and, near the, trellis <^ 
d)6. landiqj^ caught my father's v<hc^ grown tremu- 
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lous with age, my heart b^an to iiaoh. He was 
otmveraiDg vith'his friends, and the ceaseless grinds 
ing of the water-wheel'^ in the yard, prevented his 
hearing my ap[H-oach. Unprepared, he saw me 
stand before him. Perceiving his surprise at the 
appearance of one in the Moslranin dress walking 
in thus famiharly: *' Sir," scud I, " you see your 
Bon." At these words my father started :■ — ^yet he 
seemed moved, and made a scat of gesture to bid me 
vdcome ; but again suddenly checking himself, as 
he caught my brother Constantine's eye, eagerly 
■canoiog hb countenance: "the sons I know," 
dwerved he drily, " when they greet me, begin by 
kisrang my hands : I know none other. Perhaps ' 
you are only come to wrest from them their remain- 
ing property, and to leave me, in my old age, to beg 
my In^ad." 

I WBB going to make the only fit reply in my 
power; — to throw myself on theground; to kiss, not 
my father's hands, but his feet ; to b^ hie blesongj 
and to renounce his propoly : when my ungra- 
citoua brother st^qied in between the purpose and 
the deed, ,to mar all my good, intent ** I made 
no doubt," uud he in a brutal tone, " that after 
4isgradng your family by your conduct, you would 
also with to bnve it byyour preseooe ; but truly you 
should avod the air of Christian- houses. It coo 
do you DO good, and to ub your breothis pesd> 
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At any other time such a speech would instantly 
have been relented. But I felt this the decmve 
moment of my life. I stcx>d at the turn between 
good and evil. I determined to r^ress my, rinng 
wrath, though I should choke in the attempt 

<• Sir," sud I to my father,^ — looking earnestly 
in Us face, while the tears ran down my cheek, 
"is it your pleasure that I should be treated thus f* 

This unexpected appeal to lua leeUngs seemed &x 
a moment to sta^|;er my not yet impenetrable 
parent But whether it was that he felt awed by 
my Iwother, who ruled him with a rod of iron, or 
that lus own heaA had entirely ceased to ^ead for 
Anasta^us; ** Stanco," aaid he. coldly, "is in the 
right. You ought ere this to have percdved that 
your company is not acceptable. We can haveno- 
thing to interchange with each other. Geo, therefore, 
and* disturb us no longer." 

At these harsh words my heart swelled till it was 
ready to burst. Lest my enemies should have the 
pleasure of beholding me unmanned, I turned away, 
and leaned over the stone parapet. Had Coostan- 
tine not ' been by, I should have made anotbn 
attempt to soothe my less inexorable father. • In 
die presence of this unnatural relation I knew it 
mast be fruitless. Yet I Imgered on. I could not 
bring mysdf to depart I still hoped to be called 
back. Alas I I imly staid to hear my brother pro' 
pooe, in an audible whisper, to have me turned oiit 
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Turned out of my father's home t It was too 
mudi. I rushed away ! 

Sacred walls of the parental mandon, Icallyouto 
witness! By your moaning' echoes denounce me a 
wretch to all future ages: be the name of Anasta> 
aus in my native land the name of guilt, and among 
foreign nations a title of disgrace, if I entered not - 
your sacred threshold with feelings of love, of peace, 
and of submissitm ! They were r^ected : they were 
spumed. Let those thank themselves for otha 
sentiments, who strove to obtain them ! 

In three stiides I cleared — I do not know how— - 
the fourteen steps of the stone flight at whose top I had 
hngered ; and got out at the gate. Then, turning 
round to the unkind habitation, I stopped, once more 
to ocmtemplate — but for the last time — its well re- 
membered features, whose former smiles now were 
changed into everlasting irowns ! " Dear abode," 
exclumed I, " where first I received the boon o£ 
life, too soon become irksome, adieu for ever ! Amu 
sta»U8 shall no more approach thy loved* shade ! If 
he do, may it prove to his peijured soul the shade of 
death !" This sjud, I hurried away, as if pursued by 
all the fiends i^ hell ; and in less than half an hour 
again reached the town. 

Ah I how often does it happen in life, that the 
most blissful moments of our return to a long left 
home are those only that just precede the instant 
of our arrival ; those during which the ima^nation 
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BtiD is allawed to pEiiiit, in its own unblended ct^ours, 
the promised sweets of our reception ! Hotr often, 
afler this glowing picture of the phantasy, does the 
reality which follows appear cold and dreary ! How 
. often do even those who griered to see us depart, 
grieve more to see us return ; and How often do we 
ourselveH encounter nothing but sorrow, on agiua 
beholding the once happy, gay, promoters of 
enr own hilarity, now mournful, disappointed, and 
themselves needing what consolation we may bring t 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



The viut to my father vas not the only fearful 
duty I had to periWm. Another and more ap- 
palling task r«nuned to be achieved. Of this, 
however, the nature was such as no longer to leave 
room either for hope or fear. I knew the .worst, 
and grievously did that worst oppress my heart. 
Helena, my first love — Helena was no more ! At 
Constantinople, in the heyday of my devotion to 
tlie liur Esm^, I had heard her mournful fate. The 
moment my flight from Chio was known, she made 
a full confession. To avoid unavailing exposure, 
the consul sent her for change of air to Samos, 
There she was attended by one of those nuns of 
St. Ursula who, in our islaodB, double the merit 
of their chastity by disclaiming the defence of a 
coorent Wretched, fnnn the first, Helena, aa 
the hour of maternal anguish approached, became 
every day more impressed with the idea that she 
should not survive it In this persuauon she wrote 
me a letter, which she confided to the nun; and 
soon became the unhappy mother (^ a lifdess child. 
In oonfiMTDtty with her ftwebo^ng fears,, or i:«ther,. 
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perli^n, m conseqaence of her eppreheaaaaB, she 
only survived the birth of her bahe a few hour* 
The nun had made a solemn promise not to part 
with her trust except into my own hfuids. She 
howerer sent me word at Constantinople that it 
only wMted my return to my deserted home. Hear- 
ing that she now hred on my own idand, and only 
a ehort distance from the town, I went to claim 
the mdancboly bequesL I ' found nster Agnes 
at home, and alone. The people with whcHo ebs 
boarded were gone to a neighbouring £iir. 

Tlie nun had heard me described as a fair com- 
plexioned Greek boy, with a smooth skin and 
flowing locks. No wonder therefore that in the 
Awarthy rough-cheeked Moalemin, with forehead 
bare and shaded lip, she should not recognise the 
6rig^nal of her fanded portrait The first ngfat of 
my fioce figure, standing unannounced before the 
lonely maiden, made her start with evident sur[»ise ; 
but when I showed her a note from Anastasiu^— 
whose hand-writing, tl^asured up by her friend, 
had met her eye before — sfe became more com- 
poeed, and gave me the history of Helena''s sufier* 
ings. Touched with a sense of shame for the ruin 
heaped by my lawlessness uprai this innocent g^rl, i 
lutd determined, while I remained in the presence of 
her friend, not to deport my assumed chu^cter, but 
to hear the tale of woe to the'end with pretended utb< 
etnodXL Soob however unbidden tears woaki start, 



D,g,i,7.<i.,Google 



ANASTASIUS. 249 

Bod began to flow BO fs9t, thfd, fiv fear of betraying 
my ke&aga, I hid my face in my cloak. Even that 
could not conceal from the quick-sighted nun the 
anguish which throbbed beneath the gaudy mantle. 
" I wonder not, sir,"" said sfa^ ■ " to see you moved. 
In tnitli the story is touchio^, and calculated to 
affect evea the stout heart of an Osnumlee. But, 
to behold such deep ^notion in a stranger I while 
the author of so much woe> while Anastaadus 
himiwlf. . . . .* 

Here all control over my tongue forsook mc^ 
'^ I am that Anaatastus,^' cried I : " could you a 
nuMnoit doubt it P" 

The nun ^tpeared ctmfounded. Shuddering 
with hcMTW at finding herself thus unconsoously in 
the actual presence of him whom she locked upon as 
ha friend^s murderer — as Htt]^ less than a devil in- 
carnate, a complete 6end, — she darted at me the 
gesture of anatheoia, and to the dread ngn added 
such dire imprec^ioos, that I could not help 
nechamcally uncovering my breast, and wetting 
it with the mmsture of my lips, > to avert the evil 
iofluHice. This aclicm, however, did not prevent 
a tnrent c^ more explicit abuse &om following 
the first vague expkMtoo of anger; and a full 
quarts of an hour did uster Agnes rant, and rav^ 
and curse, ere I could find an of^xirtunity of claim- 
iqg th« leitfr I had be^ pcomised* With a hand 
stiU tnmUing with rag^ she at last toe^ it out of a 



D,o,i,7.<i.,Googlc 



244 ANASTASIUS. 

small casket, and bade me read — -mib compunction 
if I could^the last words of my lovely and mur- 
dered mistress. 

They were these : 

" I neither reproach you with my ruin, which 
was my own fault, nor with your want of love, 
which was not yours, it d^>endB not on ourselves 
to love; but it does to be merciful, and you were 
inhuman: you deliberately [nerced that heart in 
which you were worshipped; and of this deed I 
die. On a forrign shore I soon shall breathe my 
last, and my wretched father, who ^pected in me 
the GiHnfort of his old age, shall see me no mOTe. 
Thanks be to God ! The author of my unfortunate 
existence shall not have to blush at the ^ght of lus 
daughter ; nor shall I, wont to look up with the 
confidence of innocence, have to avert my eyes with 
^ame from a parent. For the unfortunate off^ 
spring — I dare not say of our love — which perhaps 
may survive me, I must not claim a father's care. 
You have trod under foot the duties which you owed 
her who in the eyes c^ heaven was your wife, and 
had committed no offence, excejA loving you too 
ardently. My child will be abandoned to the hands 
<^ strangers; will live in contempt, and ^e in 
misery. But should heaven ever bestow upon you 
the pledges of a less ill requited affecUcBi, fear, ah 
fear lest my infant's wrongs be viated upcm them ! 
Yet, if the. last .words of a wretdi, who .is afraid hw 
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km urill only txaae with ber life, can find eDtranee 
into your too impenetnible hearty ah, AnostanusI 
ah', my Anaetauus i repent of your sins, run not 
from caime to crime, and revenge not my woes so 
severely on yourself, as to render it imposnble that 
we should ever meet a^an V 

The time that had intervened between ihe writii^ 
and the perusal of this letter nught already be 
counted by years. The ^r writer had ceased, not 
only to exist, but to be die subject of the pul^ 
talk. The guilty boy to whom it was addressed, 
■ revolving years had made a man. The event of 
which he was the worthless hero had been forgotten, 
even in the cbstriot where it took place, for more re- 
cent advQitures ; and the very ink of the admoniUon 
had already become pale. Still did my heart feel 
every sentence of the appeal as if yet in all the 
freshness of its firetinditing. It forgot the lapse of 
time, and became filled at once with Badness as sin- 
cere and profound as if Helena's last despiuring 
sighs «tiU were breathing oa my ear.' Keeping the 
sacred characters pressed to my lips, I strudc my 
heaving bosom, - and - flung aya^ on ' the floor. 
" Here," cned I, " let me he, andconftnune undis- 
turbed with my wretched soul ; here let me shed 
tears of blood for her whtxn I first learnt to prize, 
when through my fault I had lost her for ever !" 

Had sister Agnes known the omnipotence of 
mercy ; had my pemtent, my humble suit been 
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iHKOBdilion&lly granted, who knows iriitat*-ri^)er 
fruits my iint cmtritiim mi^t by degrees have 
borne ? None sacfa were in store for tbe destroyer 
of Helena! Tbe mm, tbe fatal nun, in(M« im- 
pelled by vsmty than by inendship, more anxioas 
to see my sex humbled than her own exaked, was 
not sadafied with my wntluDg under the reproaches 
'of my own conscieBce, unless I also smarted from 
tbe sting of her vqter tongue. So ke^y did she 
shaipen its dart, so many Ettle pimctuies did die 
<Hte by one inflict, ao much vemMQ did she pour into 
each fresh wound, that resentment at last left not 
rocxn £or regret, and instead of slowly rifflng inth 
resolves of amendmeDt, I hastily started up with 
Bidiemes of revenge. A mean ungmerous triumph 
over one already prostrate, I swore should meet with 
ua adequate punishmenL 

How this was inflicted; bow sister Agnes, who 
bad witnessed the last and direst ejects of my un- 
wrathinesB,— whose curses still pursued me fresh and 
green, Uunigh time bad already kng faded tbe less 
wrathful farewell of her friend, — was made to blush 
-herself; but to blush at my ccaitemptuous ibr- 
bearance, lA tbe humUed nun hersdf explain. All 
I wanted w^ after tbe haugh^ dame bad raieer- 
ingly eXdlaimed, " YoO trfall meD!" to be able in 
my turn to retort in the Mme tone, ** And you of 
all women !" 

NotwitbBtanding the ill success i^ my visit to my 
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fittiier, Iliad&ot yet ^veoupall hopes of b«Dg re. 
Rtored to his fevour. Knowiog the uaelessneee of aQjr 
AttESDpt at a conciliatory interview, with my brother 
as the mediatMXt, I penned a letter replete with 
every possible offer of aubmisaon and sacrifice, con- 
fiiBteot with my safety as a follower of Islam, and 
seat the supj^icating words to thdr destinatk}n by » 
(wnmoa friend: Independent of the force of pa.- 
tenia! teehngs in l^e head of the Uimily, I d^ 
pended upon the suggestioos of poUcy in the youngs 
branches. Hattied prevailed qrer j^ideoee, and J 
recdved no answer. AAer hogering several d«yf 
ui fruitless expectation, I at last prqiqred to leave 
Chio. 

Ever since the sight of home had xevived aocie^ 
recoUectioQs, and with them the I'emorse fot imcieiit 
misdeeds, I had panted (or a journey to Ssmos> 
there to perform on the lonely grave of my Helaw 
the sad rites of contrition and of penance. On the 
uomingof my own birthday I proceeded to the aot 
&r dbtant isliuid, whose privileged earth held the 
aacred deposit ; landed on its rocky shore eazly in 
the aftwnoon, and, &e the.evening cast its lei^theoed 
shadows around, reached the hallowed c^xit, s*^ 
object of juy visit. 

The. sun's dqjarting rays were jmA glit^mg ixom 
the moss-grown tomb. I approadied it with awe ; 
strewed upon it the wild £oweTs which had grown 
in its diade ; bedewed its olent dimes with teen of 
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grief and remorse, and over the ilt&ted treasure 
undenieath, poured out my heart's bitter angiiuh in 
alternate groans and [K'ayers. The whole night 
Helena's gravestone was my jhUow ; and early the 
next morning, ere yet the orb of day rose out t^ the 
sparkling wave — making my da^er my pm-^I 
traced on the dusky slab as on a recording n^ my 
Christian, my Gretnan, my old name Anastabidb ; 
filled in the deep sunk characters with the hot stream 
drawn £rom my bosom ; and escUuming, " With 
the purpleofmyownbloodi mgn the marriage c(m- 
tract:* I make thee mine in death, and mine in life 
hereaft^ !" for the last dme imprinted my quivering 
lips on the cold marble,and rushed away ftom death's 
receptacle, which I had made my niiptial couch) 

By this ex|Hatory visit I felt my heart somewhat 
relieved. I thought my Helena might, from the 
highw reguns where she dwelt, have viewed, if not 
in foi^veness, at least in pity, my tardy atonement ; 
and with a lightness of soul to which I long bad 
been a stranger, I proceeded to Faros, and there 
spent a day or two with some of my old kinsmen. 
Dull stu|»d islanders as they were, they entertained 
me not the less kindly for being out of favour at 
Stambool} and when I went on to Naxia, actually 
expressed a wish that I might viat them again ! 

At Kaxos reigned supreme, under the wide 
qn«ading wing of Hassan-Pasha's all-powerful jm^ 
tection,' -my matenud. couno Marco Politi, heir to 
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all the favour enjoyed at the arsenal, before him, by 
the papas his uncle, and sole epitrope^ of the Greek 
Tillages that cover the island. From every one o? 
these individually might this wily and ambitious 
personage be said to wage an incessant warfare 
agiuast the Latin inhabitants of the dty ; and if 
. the Grimaldis, the Giusdnianis and the Barozzis of 
yore once caused Marco's forefathers to groan under 
the weight of the Venetian yoke, amply did Marco 
now make the miserable relics of these proud families 
pay for the slos of their slumbering ancestors. He 
kept them absolutely shut up in their citadel and 
towers. Fearful of letting down their draw-bridges 
to take a stroll in the fields, they envied their own 
flocks of pigeons the liberty Df their roamings, and 
seemed perched up in their lofty hatntations, for no 
other purpose than to have a better bird's eye view 
of their adversary, leisurely walking forth to skim 
the fatness of the land, and going his rounds among 
the peasantry, to reap the country's choicest fruits, 
and to levy his tithe on its fine wines, its fragrant oils 
imd its rich honey, — while they had often nothing else 
to beguile gnawing hunger, but the treat oifered their 
eyes ui the mouldering in^gnia of their ancestors, 
clilmdly carved over their gloomy gates. Such was 
th^r dread of Marco^e hostility and power, that, 
whenever he made a trip to Constantinople, the 
whole nobility of Naxos took to their beds, in ex- 
pectation of some new avaniah.* 
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Of his own villages Marco was the idoL lake 
other idols indeed he vaa not to be wonfaipped 
empty-handed. ButhehatedtbeLadnssocoFdia%, 
that it wa3 universally allowed be must feel an im. 
bounded love for his Greek counttymen. The mcn^ 
therefore, in his management of the haratech aod the 
other craitiibutions to the Turks, he squeezed out 
thdr inmost substance, the more he was thimked 
for his di^nterestedness and public spiiiL If Marco 
had any private foibles, they were, like those of 
other great men, deemed more than atoned for by 
his public virtues. This was bis own o[nnion also; 
and it even appeared, as he observed, to be that of 
the higher powers themselves — from the frequent 
fognal interpoations of Providence in his favour, 
and the almost miraculous manner in which his 
greatest enemies had been disabled irom putting 
th^ wicked purposes against him in execution, by ' 
almost always disappearing — nobody knew bow or 
where — just at the juncture when he seemed ex- 
posed to the greatest dang», or involved in the 
most inextricaUe difficulties. 

It was from a kinsman thus mighty and thus 
fortunate that, within his own dominions, I, a poor 
unprotected stranger, hod to claim an estate, whidi 
be called my mother's indeed, but which, (or up- 
wards of &ve and twenty years, be had taken care to 
nurse as lus own. My first pcnat for oonsidoration 
therefwe on landing was,. whether I should at moe 
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offer to him my unwelcome visage, or first keep my- 
self in abeyance until I had tried my f^und. It 
was not exactly the dictates of reason which de(»ded 
my conduct. During the conflict in my mind, I 
filled, by way of ascasting my Judgment, a cup of 
that delicious muscadel in which, I was credibly 
assured, Theseus had on that very i^t pledged the 
too tender Ariado^ : but just when in contact with 
my lip^ the still untasted glass slipped through my 
fingCTs, as the hero did through those of the nymph. 
" I accept the faTourable omen I" cried I, (to my 
Frank readers it might not appear such)— 4nd re- 
solved to dare my antagonist at once. " Let me seem 
to fear no one," was my maxim, " and some may 
fear me I" 

Upon thb I immediately set out for the village 
of Trimalia, where the primate rerided. He was 
employed with his men in the fields. The day 
b^g sultry, I threw off my cloak in a comer of the 
house, and went out with a servant in search of his 
master. We found Marco on a little knoll under 
an old olive tree, in the midst of his fanners, finish- 
ing his midday meal. He appeared to be eating 
with uncommon relish a crust of black barley bread, 
and enlarging with great earnestness on its peculiar 
excellence and flavour, when my salutation inter- 
rupted die eul(^. 

My tone was civil but dedded. I told bis pTi> - 
-mateehip that, in conformity to the establidied cus> 
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tom of infornaing near relations of especial calamities, 
I had thought it my duty to acquaint him with the 
misfcoiune which had befallen me of turning Mo- 
hammedan ; and added how very much I regretted 
my b^g obliged} out of respect for my new re- 
li^oD, to claim my mother's estate, till then en- 
trusted to his management. This urcumstance he 
regretted as sincerely as myself; and the more, 
when I hinted how absolutely my particular ^tua- 
tioa prohibited my disregarding the partiality of the 
Modemin law to its new proselytes ; and expatiated 
upon the powerful support I was promised by the 
Turkish ministers in the task of maintaining my 
piivilege— -and which, to say the truth, I a little 
exaggerated. At the concludon of my. speech, how- 
ever, I assured my cou^ that I did not think my 
obligations to my new creed so very strict, but 
that I might consider myself warranted in some 
degree to proportitm my facility In passing old and 
intricate accounts, to the alacrity I found in ^ving 
up the trust 

Much against my expectation, my relation ex- 
pressed entire readiness to conform to circumstaaces. 
No exception was taken to any part of my sute- 
ment. Nay, my avowed determination to disregard 
all oppo^tion seemed rather to increase Marco's 
apparent cordiahty and frankness. He even pressed 
me so eernesdy to ' take up my abode with him, 
during my stay At Naxos, that I found st»ne dif- 
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ficulty in handaomely declmiog the oflbr : but my 
obstinacy bemg equal to his solicitation, I at last, 
aft» fising the time the next day when I was to 
return and enter uptm buuness, took my leave^ and 
bent my steps toward the town. 

Scarce had I gone three hundred yards, when I 
remecabered the cloak which I had left behind. Re- 
turning back to the house the shortest way across 
the fields, my path led me by the side of a thick 
lentiscus hedge, which surrounded the gai-den. To 
this my cousin had by this time retired with his 
confidential agent, for the purpose of more private 
conversation. As I approached, I could not help 
hearing my own name uttered with such emphasis, 
that I was tempted to stop, and indulge for a few 
minutes in the cont^nplation of the beautiful shrubs 
which formed the inclosure. Meantime Marco was 
proceeding with his conversadon. " Cannot you 
understand," stud he to bis confidant (in rather a 
louder tone than became so wary a personage), 
" that if I had attempted at once to oppose his 
clfum, he would immediately have resorted to the 
most effective means fcH* enforcing his demands; 
and the world would infallibly have joined him in 
condemning my proceedings : whereas, by admit- 
ting his title in the gross, I b^in by lulHng asleep 
his suspfuons, gun credit mth others for fiur deal- 
ings and then, by every quibble about the items 
and every delay in the forms of law, defeat bis 
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purpose in detail ; and tire out \ua very heart, beiors 
he gets from me a ^gle inch of his estate P" This 
plan of the campaign seemed so well worth a cloak, 
however handsome, that I left mine, for the present, 
unclumed, and wheeling about, went strmght to the 
town. 

But I bad my cue for the interview of the next 
day. When therefore I found in the course of its 
proceedings, that the more Marco esplained, the 
less I understood, and that certainly I was much 
ks8 master of the subject at the conclu^on of the 
ntting than I thought myself at the opening, I 
rather abruptly broke off the conference, and rising, 
sud in the smoothest tone I was master of: '' Hark 
ye, cousin ; I make do doubt that you have brought 
forward every quibble concerning the items, and 
equally mean to use every delay in the forms of law, 
which belong to so aUe a diplomatist: but this I 
would have you remember, that when, thanks to its 
unraveller, a buBiness is become so thra-ougbly 
entangled as to defy the keenest intellect, I know 
but of one way to cut the knot asunder ; and that," 
added J, pointbg to my yatagan, " is with a good 
Damascus blade ; — and so fare ye well," 

Marco was fond^ of diplomacy than of fighting. 
He knew his cotBtn to be a desperate fellow, and 
he began to think his agent a traitor. In this 
douUe ^iprebenaon be delivered over the wliol* 
cancem into my bonds; ioclw^g every deed, 
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^reemeDt, bill and receipt, accomulated apon the 
estate since the last clearance of the deluge. " What 
a thing it is," thought I, " to show a little mettle !" 
But I soon found that by mine I had got more 
than enough. Many of the transactions relative to 
the property, In the vay Marco had managed them, 
were to me inexplicable enigmas, and this the 
Ecoandrel knew. The moment I was procl^med 
sole possessor of the estate, and sole respondent for 
erciy claim relating to it, there came upon me b 
host of creditors of every description, from the 
bishop who had witnessed my mother's will to the 
Moiro-logistri' who had wept at her funeral, all of 
whom I verily believe Marco had kept back on pur- 
pose for the occasion. With thb posse constantly at 
my heels I did not know which way to turn myself. 
My cousin Marco meanwhile was all at once become 
so very discreet as to decline interfering even in 
the nnallest trifle, or offering his opinitm on the 
nmplest question, until he had the sati^action of 
•e^ng me fairly worn out with budness and with 
perplexity. He then ventured to surest that the 
■dence e£ accounts did not seem to be the acquire* 
xoent most congenial to my ^spoettion, end pr(^)osed 
— but widi the sole view of reheving me — to take 
over the estate entirely, for a round sum of money. 
Convinced, by this time, that every fresh step I took 
in the management would atAy lead to fresh cch^ 
Auton, I was becn&e vastly moce tractable, and sq. 
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after a little demur, agreed to have the pn^mty 
valued. This was doDe by arbitrators, all bo Tery 
liberal in thinr concessions on my part} that die 
estate was estimated at about half its real worth. 
But this half was tendered in ready cash ; and taking 
into consderation what most men who drive close 
bargains seem entirely to overlook, — the waste of 
time, temper, and breath, in standingout for more 
than is willingly conceded, — I accepted the sum 
offered, Mgned the proper receipts, put my capital 
into my bag, and took leave of Marco to return to 
the town. 

Whether or not I might think the money too 
little to take, Marco evidently still thought it too 
much to part with. Most kindly he -had stationed 
two of his trustjest myrmidons in a narrow lane only 
just outside bis gate, in order to nd me of the biu'- 
then as soon as pos^ble. At my g<nng be so ear- 
nestly recommended the utmost caudon,' and so p^ 
thetically lamented the unsafencss of the path, that 
it struck me he must have good auth<nity for his 
eunnises, and con^dered I could not show my sense 
of his solicitude auxre effectually, than by avtadiog 
fdtogether the road to which he gave so ill a 
character. Accordingly I waited not even till I 
was oiit of my cousin's premises, but, as soon as out 
of his ugbt, jumped nimbly over a hedge, and soon 
got entirely, dear of his ou^MisL I might never 
have more than surmised the favour intended for me. 
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had I not learnt all the particulars of the scheme 
the Tery next day from his own deputy. This 
worthy person, having been drubbed by his master 
for not stopping me, came to demand a compliment 
for the civility. of his forbearance. "Then you 
really saw me pass byP" said I to him, " Yes." 
" And intentionally permitted my escape ?" " Ko 
doubt.'^ '* Nor let me go home unmolested, only 
because you could not help it ?" " No indeed." 
" If so," exdumed I, " heaven forbid I should 
encourage disobedimce in servants 1 You were sent 
by your prindpal to rob me, and you ought to liave 
done as you wme bidden. Here, is all the compli- 
ment I can in consdence make." Upon which I 
gave th^ fellow a second drubbing, and desired him 
to inform his nvster of my proceeding : but thb he 
neglected. 

From that day forward, however, I thou^t it 
prudmt not to take Itmg walks by myself In the 
country ;. nor to put the obedience of my cousin 
Marco's servaDts a second time to the test. I re- 
miuned chiedy among the Latin inhabitants of the 
castle, until a convey«ice should offer for some 
other place, which only seldom occurs in an island 
destitute of harbour, and rarely visited by ships. 
But my time hung far from heavy upon my hands. 
I was treated among the Catholics, in my quaUty of 
Moslemin, with very great d^erence. The chancel- 
lor. hejd my stirrup; the fiscal lit my pipe; and the 
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archbiahop — aa entCTtaining old capuchin — used, 
irfien I went out, to redte prayers in his chapel for 
my safe return. I paid tbeae dvilitifs in Constan- 
tinople news. What I tvou^t not I made ; but 
this only rendered it the jbore norel and acceptable. 
All I regretted was occa^oning a schism between 
chiu%h and state. I had spread tite report of a 
secret correspondence between the Grand Signor 
and tlie Pope on an intended conversion of the for- 
mer to the Catholic futh ; and upon this the chan- . 
cellor and the archbishop quarrelled who should 
ngn the address of congratulation. Before the 
question was decided, a kbirlangitsch ^ of the Ad- 
miralty, which had spent the summer in a fruitless 
chase of the Maltese cors^rs, cast anchor at St. 
Mary's in the neighbouring island of Paros, and 
induced me to take my departure. Just on setting 
out, however, a perhaps too fastidious scruple arose 
in my mind. I did not hke to go without making 
my cousin Marco some acknowledgment for his last 
mark of attention, however unsuccessful it had 
been. Five or six honest lads were coroe irom the 
khirlangitsch to fetch me away in their boat. With 
a handful of Marbo's own piastres I made it worth 
their while to convey to the primate my leave taking 
in the most cordial manner. But as my cousin bad 
taught me by his example how necessary it is far 
the master's eye to watch delicate cmnraisuoDB, I 
Huperintended the bumness myself, ' From the hi^ 
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bank of the lane which ted to Marco's fields, I had 
the satjsfactioa not only of ee^ng my relation 
soundly hastiiiadoed, but of condoling with him as 
pathetically as he had done with me, on the unsafe- 
ness of the path. This performed, ere he had tune 
to get up and to crawl home, I bid him adieu, scam- 
pered away with my assodates to the boat which lay 
waiting under a cliff only a few hundred yards o^, 
and was rowed to Parecchia. From diat port I got 
in a few hours, across the mountains, to St. Mary's, 
and on board the khirhtng^tsch, 
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The cutter, which touched at ParoB so conve- 
niently, was <m its way to recrive the annual con- 
tribuUim of part of the circumjacent islands, and 
was to finish its cruise at Rhodes. This destination 
perfectly siuted my purpose. In w«it of occupa- 
tion, and without any precise aim, Rhodes promised 
a scene of interest to which I hastraed with pleasure. 

As my former connexions with the arsenal gave 
me a certain predilection for whatever belonged to 
the navy, I speedily formed an acquaintance with 
one of the Tchawooshes of the Cajntan-Pasha, who 
like myself was only a passenger. Aly was his 
name, and Crete his country. This latter circum- 
stance added much, in my eyes, to the merit of his 
society. The Turks of Candla, by their constant 
intermarriages with Greek women, to whom they 
permit every latitude of worship, become divested 
of much of their Mohammedan asperity, and Aly, 
himself half a Greek, was not entitled to any great 
prejudice against me for b^g only half a Turk. 
In the refinements of his toilet, however, Aly Tcba- 
woosh might be conradered as a finished Osmanlee; 
Nothing could exceed the exquisite taste t£ his 
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appare). His turban attracted the eye less even by 
- its costliness of texture than by iu elegance of form- 
A band of green and gold tissue, diagonally crossing 
the forehead, was made with studious ease, by its 
oblique poution, completely to overshadow one ear, 
and as completely to display the other. From its 
fringed extremity always hung suspended like a 
tassel, a rose or a carnation, which, while it kept 
caressing the weaver's Imtad and muscular throat, 
sent up its fragrance to his disdiunful nostril. An 
hour every day was the shortest time allotted to the 
culture of his adored mustachios, and to the various 
rites which -these idols of his vain-glorious heart 
demanded — such as chang^g th«r hue from a 
bright flaxen to a jetty black, perfuming them with 
rose and amber, smoothing their stra^ling hairs, 
and ^ving their taper ends a smart and graceful 
curve. Another hour was q>ent in refreshing the 
scarlet dye of his lips, and tinting the dark shade 
of his eye-Uds, as well as in practising the most' 
fasdnating smile and the archest leer which the 
Terzhona * could display. His dress of the finest 
broad-cloth and velvet, made after the most dashing 
Barbary cut, was covered aH over with gold em- 
broidery, so thickly embossed as to appear almost 
masuve. His chest, uncovered down to the ^rdle, 
and Ms arms bared up to the shoulder, displayed 
all the bright polish of his skin. His capote was 
dr^ied so as with infinite^^;race to break the too 
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fbrmitl Bymmetry of hb coatume. In short, his 
bandjar with its ^It handle, his watch with its con- 
cealed mimature, his tobacco pouch of knitted gold, 
his pipe mounted in opaque amber, and his fuafols 
with d)amond>cut hilt, were all in the ^tyle of the 
most ctmsummate pelit maiire ,- and if, Bplte of all 
fais pains, my fiiend Aly was not without exception 
the handsomest man in the Othoman empre, tKme 
could deny his b«ng one of the best dressed. His 
air and manner harmonized with his attire. A 
-confident look, an inscdent and sneering \one, uid 
an indolent yet swaggering gait, bespoke him to b^ 
what indeed it was his utmost ambition to i^peiir, a 
thorough rake. Noisy, drunken, quarrelsome, and 
expert alike in the exercise of the bow (the weapon 
of his country), and in that of the handjar, he 
possessed every one of the acctmipliahments of those 
heroes chiefly met with on the quays rf Constan- 
tinople and the <^eT prindpal se^iorts in the 
Othoman empire, whom a modest woman avuds, 
and to whom a respectable man always gives way. 
Intimatnes are soon contracted at sea ; and Aly 
was too TMn to koep up much reserve. He soon 
&voured me with an account of some of his adven- 
tures! "Mydearfdlow,''saidheoneday,"I would 
have you know that from my earliest ii^ncy i, 
always had the most decided taste for idlen^s ; and 
QuB ruling pasuon of my heart has never ceased 
ino'eanng. The only ^i^reei^le occupadcm I could 
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ever devise was dcnng nothing. ^Vliatever luret 
were held out to me hy ftfrtune lost all their charms 
to my eje, the moment their pursuit required the 
lent exertion. Not for an empire would I ^ve up 
my dear laziness. At the same dnie, next to doing 
nothing, my chief delight always consisted in spend- 
ing a great deal of money. Unfortunately I was 
not one of the piivile^d few who can i^ord to 
indulge both these tastes at once. My luck, how- 
ever, made me succeed in some litde commis^ons 
for th^ governor of the Canea, which gained me his 
good will : and his good will in its turn gained me 
an employment, in which I was enabled to enjoy 
my two chief conditiims of earthly happiness, if not 
together, at least alternately. It was that of Tcha^ 
woosh or messei^er of the Capitati-Pasha. You 
know the jolly lives these gentry lead; you also 
know die scanty wages they receive : and you more- 
over know the splendid figure they are expected to 
make. I have always suspected our grandees, so pro- 
iuse in their presents to other people^s servants, and 
so niggardly in their salaries to their own followCTs, 
of having struck a secret agreement with each other, 
by which each was to support his neighbour's 
retinue instead of his own. It is hut justice to us 
1 to say, diat we do all in our po*er to ^ve effect to 
this contract; for you cannot but remranber how, 
at the Terzhana, we lie in wait fat every hiipless 
stranger, whoee evil stars inflict upon him business 
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with our Pasha; what, fees we exact for every 
audience he craves, and for every favour he recaves. 
The utmost produce, however, of the fines levied 
in the capital, would but indifferently defray the 
expenses of our ^parel, board, &c. were it not for 
the chance of being each in our turn intrusted with 
some lucrative commissioa in the provinces. 

"For my part, I never, till I saw my wishes 
fulled, .ceased praying ,Ajliih, both morning and 
evening, that he might be pleased to whisper in the 
Fasha's ear a word in my favour, and make him 
employ his fiuthful servant Aly as his representative 
in some lucrative negotiation. The occasiou on 
which my prayers were granted was this. Certmn 
Speciote' adventurers had wayhud a Greek vessel 
bound for Ancona, and not yet knowing — poor 
eouls — ^the difference 'twixt good and evil, had in 
the innocence of their hearts sold both cargo and 
ship in their owq native place, among tlicir own 
fellow-dtizens, all more or less engaged in the saine 
primitive sortof |Bt>fession with themselves. On an 
application fcom the owners of the vessel, I was sent 
to Specia to recover the property, and to bring to 
justice tJie culprits. We gentlemen of die shtnt' 
dress carry little ballast, and when we have a prize 
in view, know the value of time. I no sooner had 
received my instructions than I hoisted my pennant, 
and set sail. Not that .my journey was quite as 
expeditious as my departure was prompt ^hips at 
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aea siul not always aa the trow flies. Besides, one 
has often to seek a cODVeyance, as chance may offer 
it In addKUon to which, I thought it would be 
sboniog a proper respect for the grand Admiral 
my patron, to represent his person in some of the 
smaller islands on my way. This cost him nothing, 
nor me either. £very where I found hoard and 
lodg^ gratis. I was made welcome to all the 
necessaiies of hfe, — among the foremost of which I 
reckoned its superfluities ; — and, at my departure, 
never foiled to rec^ve a small present for the honour 
conferred on the place, for which I always took care, 
in return^ to promise my protection. 

" By my deliberate mode of proceeding, I gave 
the fame of my approach time to precede me to 
Speda-: for I did not wish to take any unfair 
advantage of its inhabitants, by coming in upon 
them unawares, and before they had had sufficient 
l^ure to prepare for my reception. The island is, 
so small, and its population bo scanty, that, but 
for some little management of this sort, I could not 
have avoided stumMing upon the poor wretches 
whom I was sent in quest of, at the very first step ; 
and this, i»nudeiing how essential it was to them 
to avoid my dght, would have been most unhand- 
some. Such was the confidence which I inspired 
by the humanity of this proceeding, that the plun- 
derers ' of the mejrchantiuan did not even seek 
omtcealment on the news of my actual arnv«I, bu|: 
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treated idc with an openness of bdiaviour, qmte 
- equal to my own. To have taken adTantage of 
such frankness of conduct, I must have been callous 
to all liberal feelings. As the rogues assured me 
therefore upon their honour, that tliey had already 
ate and drank three-fourths of the produce of th^ 
prize, I only exacted restitution of the fourth which 
remfuned. Not wishicg, however, to uorUfy my 
employers by restoring -to them bo small a pwtitHi 
of their property, I put it into my own pocket. 
My condliatory spirit gtuned me universal esteem ; 
and the inhabitants— all mote or less liaUe to the 
same errors*— showered upon me from all quarters 
p^sents of all descriptions : sheep, kids, fowls, and 
other live, as well as dead stock. Just as I was 
considering to what market I should carry my 
perquisites, this vessel hove in ^ght. I thought the ' 
■opportunity agood one for dispo^g of my provision 
and my person ; and' thence it happens that. you 
find me ginng onward to Rhodes, instead of re- 
turning back to Constantinople." 

" And do you not fear,^ said I, " that the grand 
Admiral may some day discover your exploits T' 
" No," replied the Candiote. *' He lays his account 
with them beforehand. He knows he cannot fur- 
iu^ his hall with forty or. fifty strapping fellows 
stiff with gold lace, and ready to break their necks 
at his nod,, for nothing but a,. miserable dish c^ 
pilaff; and like a man of sense, he'sufi*era liia Crreek 
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ifubjects to nuunttun fellows, bj whom they think it 
an honour to be soundly cudgelled." 

A young sulor hoy of the district of Sphachia^ — ■ 
whose inhalntants consider themselTes aa the only 
. descendaatfi i^ the ancient Cretans, and are shep- 
herds in their mountains half the year, and [urates 
at sea the other half — stood by, Ustening to Aly's 
narrative. "You Spbadiiote sconndrels,*' added 
the Tchawoosh, turning sharply upon him, " may 
thiutk your stars that your Sultana is fond of your 
cream cheeses. Many a well deserved avaniah does 
her favour save you from — you and your blessed 
Malkiane.* The last gentle correction you had, T 
think, was in the Russian war, when the expedition 
from the Canea \eit not a soul alive in any of your 
villages." 

" Found none to kill, you mean ;" answered the 
boy. " Our men were on b6ard the Russian vessels, 
and our w<naen and children in the mount^ns with 
their flocks. This you knew, or you durst mrt 
have come/' 

Aly began to knit his brow,— and the more, as 
be saw me entertained. Wishing howerar t» pre- 
vent a quarrel: "who," cried I laughing, "ever 
wants a broken head, that can get [dunder ^nthout 
(t scratch on his little finger ? For my part I always 
prefer marauding when the ownfer is &om home ; 
were it only to saw the goods irom bmg knocked 
aibout." 
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In this sort of conversation passed away our lime,' 
until ve came m sight of the island of- Scyra.' 
'* What have we here?" cried I. "A town Uke a 
EUgar-Joaf, i>uilt on the model of a Derwish^s c«^ ; 
with the church at the top, by way of a tufl ! It 
must be strange enou^ to step from one's garret 
into one's n^ghhour''s cellar !— Though I should 
be afraid that a walk, begun on two l^s, here might 
end on all fours." 

" This h^ipens the oftener," observed Aly, " as 
the inhabitants are by ^spo»tion stately, and fond 
of strutting about in long robes, in which the un- 
evenness of- their ground often makes them get 
entangled. Surely you must know that Scyra b 
the great nursery of men and maid servants of Pera. 
Two sacolevas, loaded only with this article, go to 
the capital regularly every year ; and no Scyrote 
returns home till he can live on his island in comfort. 
This comfort consists in milking their goats and 
grinding their barley in all the cast-off finery of 
their former masters and mistresses, with feathered 
heads, and furred tiuls. When they meet, they 
treat each other with the forins uid ceremonious 
language of people of quahty. The first time I 
visited the island, I witnessed a salutation in the 
street between two ladies whom I took for princesses. 
Jt begun very well, but it ended with one being 
rolled in the mire by a jackass, and the other riding 
away upon a pig, which had got mtangled among 
the folds of her tr^ling drapery." 
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The captain of our khirlan^tsch bad to receive 
the coDtrihution of the little idel of Serpho. On 
going a^ore for that purpose, he prot^eded straight 
to the hospce of an old ctqmchin. A sort of at- 
traction subusted between these two gray-beards. 
From the heaviness of their intellects, I suppose it 
was only that of gravitation ; for it ended in mere 
bodily juxtaporiUon, and scarce ever was a word or 
idea interchanged. Still did its constancy g^ve their 
mutual re^rd quite a romantic air. Nowhere but 
in the friar's dingy cell would the Bey receive i•^ 
state the salutation and the tribute money of the 
Greek primates, whose troop presently . made its 
appearance. All its members had their hands 
crossed on thdr stomachs, and their features com- 
posed into as demure a form as possible. The 
whole Greek community of tlie island, men, women, 
and children, formed the long trun of th%procession. 
No sooner was. it arrived within hearing of the 
Captain, than the coryphfleus of the party stopped 
short, hemmed, coughed, and commenced his lia- 
rangue. , With ungular aptitude of ^imle he com- 
ptu-ed the whiskered Bey to an Angel of light, and 
with equal consistency he besought him not to 
diffuse darkness over the land, by.exacting a con- 
tribution which its inhabitants could not pay. . The 
pleas for exemption consisted in a catalogue of 
calamities, . of . which pirates, floods, short crops, 
earthquakes and conflagraUons ,were the least ! 
" All that, gentlemen," answered the Bey in his 
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Barbaresque icUom, fetching a sentimental agh, 
" no doubt very true and very miseraMe ; but, sun 
aet, you do put tribute here," — and be pointed to 
his pouch — " me put bastinado there," added be, 
pcunting to their backs. 

At these appalling words the whole troop, ejn- 
trope and conunonere, joined in a full chorus of 
lamentations. When they (xnild squeeze out no 
more tears, they beat their breasts, and uttered the 
most {Hteous groans. Finding all this of no avail, 
and the Bey as obdurate as ever, they at last retired, 
han^ng their heads, and like men led out for 
execution. 

The sun was still above th6 horizon when the 
troop returned, with faces as dolorous as before. 
TTiey only brought half the sum required ; affirm- 
ing with greater oaths than ever, that If they were 
to be pounded in a mortar, they could not produce 
another aspre. 

*' Me believe that," said the Bey, " and me 
therefwe sorry me obUged to perform my promise. 
Me however begin, with Signor epitrope, in due 
respect for his rank. Him me not dare give less 
than fifty strokes. Up with his lordship's 'heels!" 
added he, turning to one oF his attendants, **and 
begin." 

All now cried out for mercy, and swore that, if 
but allowed five minutes more, they would try to 
bring the complement, were they to wrest it from 
the bowels of the earth. 
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The Bey assented, and the troop again retired; 
but it was <aAy to oiake a full ib^ at the first turn 
itf the road, and tboe to lug out from under th^r 
cloaks tbe entire sum demanded, neatly tied up in 
bags. With this reserve tbej returned, and delivered 
it The Bey made the proper apologies to the epi- 
trope, and the party was dismUsed. 

They now in a close phalanx walked slowly home, 
with the most dejected and miserable look ; but 
they had not gone a hundred yards, when they met 
some friends letuming from a wedding, preceded 
by music Both parties stopped, a parley ensued, 
and presently the whole of the procession, the ef»- 
tjope the foremost, qvead out their arms, and began 
dancing the romeika ! Attracted hy the sound of 
tbe instruments, the Bey went to the window, and 
beholding the merry scene; "Mirar papas," said 
he to the friar in lingua franca; "mi parler bono, 
canaglia senza fede piand^r ; ma mi baatonar, mi 
Ga pagar, sulnto bailor et cantar." 

Not quite so gay were my inend Aly's accom- 
paniments, when our ship hiy rocking on the waves 
to the muuc of the roaring winds. On those occa- 
none there was any thing bnt grace in his move* 
ments or melody in his utterance. He had not 
even a pi«tenfflon to heroism at sea. The slightest 
ruffling of its sur&ce made him as quiet as a Iamb. 
To his noisy insolent tone immediately succeeded 
the most piteous and subdued look and i 
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Aware liimself how alta«d a man he became in 
rough weather, he used, at the first breeze, to ghok 
away hke the moulting peacock, and conceal him- 
self in some hole or comer, where he lay speechless 
while the motion lasted : — nor until the sea resumed 
its tranquillity did Aly re-appear on the deck. 
How glad he was to see Rhodes need not be told. 
He almost plumped into the waves in his impatience 
to step into the boat. But even ashore, he still 
awhile wore a. languid look, which made all the 
acquaintance be met. ask him ironically, "wilii 
what Mr one of the islands he bad lefl in pledge 
his spirits ?" 

My reader bos already classed me among those 
vulgar beings, who take a greater interest in the 
living occurrences of the passing day, than in the 
dead letter of remote , ages. As a Greek, I ever 
found but little motive for exultation in any research 
which led me to compare the present with the past 
Still, I had learnt — where, I cannot tell — thatRhodes 
belonged not to the Turks from the days of the 
deluge; that it had once obeyed a Christian order 
of knighthood, of noble blood, lu^ spirit, enthu- 
aastic devotion, and undaunted bravery ; that an . 
handfiil of these valiant warriors had defended it an 
entire twelvemonth against the whole force of the 
Othoman empire ; and. that the Moslemen at last coily 
found an entrance to the dtadel over the bodies of 
its brave defenders, fallen, to the last man, in the 
long contested breach. 
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The outude of the ancient fortress — once the 
chief theatre of these brilUant and bloody achieve- 
ments — ^nright be seen from every part of the quay, 
towering high ftbove the modern city. ItB wide 
ramparts, its lofty bulwarks, its crested batteries of 
a black and rugged stone, deprived as they now 
were of the once thundering engines of fire and 
destruction, looked like the alenced crater of an 
extinct TcJcano, still frovniog upon the fertile plain 
below, though ita devastating powers are no longer 
feared. 

"Let us go," said I to AJy, "and examine diis 
object of so much strife, which Osmanlees knew how 
to wrest from the hands of the infidels, but knov 
not how" to preserve from the injuries of time," 
" Let us go," echoed Aly, who expected some op- 
portunity to p!ay the Tchawoosh : and accordingly 
we went 

Though now thrown open to all, the formidable 
enclosure still seems guarded by an in virible power. 
Few ever enter its precincts; and, on passing its 
massy gates, I felt struck with inexpres^ble awe. 

Monuments that already have been so long 
in a state of progresave decay, as less to retain 
the regular forms of art than they resume the 
ruder semblance of nature; as to off^ less of a 
mode of existence gone by tiian of a new one 
conmiencang; less of lapse into death than of re- 
turn to a different shape of life; less of dissolution 
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than of n^eneratjon : as again on all ddes to let in 
through their crumbUng vails the broad glare of 
day ; agun every wh«% to show their mouldering 
joints clothed in fresh vegetation, and again, at 
every step, to display their mazy preonct^ tenanted 
by the buzzing iusect, and the blithe chirping 
ttrd : — such monuments have their gloom irradiated 
by at least an equal portion of gaiety ; and resemble 
the human frame so entirely returned to its original 
dust, as to preserve no trace of its former, linea- 
ments, and only to break forth airesh from its 
kindred clay, in the shnpe of plants and flowers 
more luxuriant and more gaudy. 

But edifices, whose abandonment by man has 
been so recent that they stdll bear about them aU 
the marks of death and mourning, Btill preserve 
undiminished their funereal darkness, still remun 
tlie uninvaded property of solitude and silence ; that 
their outlines scarce are indented by the shaip tooth 
of time, or their surface vaned by the softer impres- 
uons of the weatherstain ; that their predncts offer 
not jet the smallest transition from entire unnuxed 
death and dereliction, to a new modification of life 
and a new order of inlialntants ; that they say in 
distinct terms to the beholder : " It was but yes- 
terday we still resounded with the din of business, 
and the song of joy," — such edifices pnaerve their 
sadness unaltered; they chilt the sense, oppress the 
heart, and make the blood run cold : fnv they 
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resemble the human body just abandcmed by the 
vivifying soul; just gtiffened into an insen^ble and 
ghastly corpse ; just disfdaying the first awful signs 
of fast approadiing corruption. 

And of such mansions waa composed the scene 
before me. The broad square, the stately p^ce, 
the solemn chapel, once re-echoing with the clang 
of aims, the bustle of trade, the boastings of youth, 
and the peal of devotion, looked as if the blood 
scarce was clotted which had stained their masFy 
walls, and the sounds still must vibrate in air, 
which bad circulated through their lofly passages; 
— as if one still might discern at a distance the dying 
T<»ce8 of their departing tenants : though the death- 
like stillness of the nearer objects was only broken 
by the piaindve murmur of the pensive turtle dove, 
nestling in the jagged battlements, or the measured 
bounds of some stone, slowly severed from them 
by the hand of time, and dropping with hollow din 
through the yawning vaults. 

Contemplating the great names, the sadly event- 
fiil dates and the proud armorial' bearings, stilt 
shimng in marble of resplendent wlnteness on the 
black honey-combed walls, like the few memorable 
persons and- periods that still continue to soar 
in light among the general obscurity of times long 
past : thinking on the noble ancestry, the high 
blood, the martial character, and the monastic hfe 
of the illustrious youth — the flower of Europe — [ 
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whose abodes, whose luitofy, and whose baluta 
these monuments so clearly marked, I experienced 
a new and hitherto unfelt emotion. I envied the 
h^tiea who, after a life of reli^on, of warfare, 
and of glory, slaughtered in the very breach th^ 
def^ided, now gl^t in peace and renown, les^g 
after them names ever youog, and ever flourisb- 
ing in the hearts of grateful Europe. I wished 
that I too had been among these noble few ; that I 
too had sprinkled these edifices with my beartfs 
fullest tide ; that I too had &Ilen in these ramparts, 
and had filled these yawaing chasms with my body. 
In the enthusiasm of the moment I wished that I too 
might now be nothing more than a spirit ; but a 
^irit entitled to haunt this august spot as the scene 
of my past achievements, and to say to other inferior 
aud wondering ghosts : " Here I lived, here I died, 
here I immortalized my name !" 

Disposed, by the comparisons which these ideas 
suggested, to repine at my own country, condition 
and parentage, I sat down on the prostrate trunk of 
a fnllar ; and there lamented the hard lot of man, 
who, 80 far from b^g able to adapt his dicum- 
stances to his faculties, is often, mth a spirit equal 
to the highest station, left to linger in the lowest. In 
my despondency, my eye caught a piece of brok^ 
marble, gorgeously embla7x>ned with chivalresque 
insignia : — but, if the side which lay uppermost dis- 
played the plumed crest of a Gothic knight, the re- 
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T«^ still bore the remains of an Hellenic inscriptKHi. 
It was a wtvk and a record of the antnent Greelu, 
and had no doubt been brought fn»a the oppoeite 
shore, where the niina of Cnidua fumii^ed the 
knights of Rhodes with an ample quarry for the 
monuments of their feudal vanity. At this fight, my 
own national |Hide returned in all its force. " And 
does it then belong to me,'" cried I,— the dormant 
enet^iee of my mind all again aroused and starting 
up—" to envy the btHTowed greatoess of Goths 
and barbarians, <HiIy able in their fullest pomp 
to adon themselves with the cast-off feathers of my 
own' ancestors 1 Am I not a Crreek ? And what 
Grecian blood, even where remotest from the source 
and running in the smallest rills, is not nobler than 
the base stream that flows throu^ the veins of these 
diildren of the West ; whose proudest boast it is to 
trace thdr names to the obscurity of ignm-anoe and 
the nig^t of barbaiism ; wboee oldest houses only date 
as of yesterday, and w;ho8e highest achievements are 
the explcatB of savages r 

lAy fiiend Aly was not a person to sympathize 
intb my fedings on this occasion. From his very 
first.entrance into this dark abode, bis mind had mis- 
^venhim. Tunung as pale as if again at sea, and in 
a BttHrrn, he died out : " What can you mean to 
do among these u^y ruins F The pdoce is too dreary 
even for an appointment \nth a Goule." Alt the 
tune during whidil stood oonndering the various 
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objects that successively attracted my attentifHi, be 
had continued most impatient to return ; and vhen, 
after my first round, he saw me sit down composedly 
on the old hroken pillar, there to follow up at leisure 
the tnun of my reflections, he fell into complete 
despair. " What can. this confounded ami of a 
Greek jabberer be muttering to himself, as if poft> 
sessed,^ — I overheard him say,— ^" and that in a 
place where people should keep calling to each oth^ 
with all their might, in order to fri^ten away evil 
spirits F" and afler various surmises, it seemed he at 
last settled it in his mind, that I was brewing aome 
incantation, and going to treat him to a dance of 
spectres. At this idea his teeth be^an to chiatter ; 
he locked round for a way by wbich he might 
escape ; but, after several trials, all equaUy abortive, 
he at last convinced himself as well as me, that he 
had not the courage to, retrace his steps alone. 

The only thing left far him to do, therefore, was 
to exert his utmost arts of persuauon, and prevml 
upon me to bear him company. Ere his fear had 
risen to its highest [ntch, he had ventured for a mo- 
ment to quit my ude. He now became so pressing 
to show me what he had seen on that occasion, and 
was pleased to call the prettiest proqiect ima^nable, 
that at last I consented to follow him, merely to 
get rid c£ hia importunities ; but ftiUy expecting to 
be shown some dung^lljor burying-ground, or other 
objiect equally extraordinary and agreeable. My 
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aurprise therefore was great, when, from a projecting 
bsstkMi, I really befaeld a most delightful view of the 
aty''a gay auA busy suburbs, stretching with their 
gardens fiill of orange and date trees, along the 
winding beach. 

" Tbere now •" cried Aly in a coaxing tone, on 
perc^ving tJie but to tak^ " who in his senses would 
stay another moment among these black and &igliU 
ful dungeons — in which all the company I could 
atart coosisted^of as sociable a party of vipers and of 
acorpKHis as one would wish to join, — that had th^ 
faculty to go and investigate all the innumerable 
Epeoes of delist contiuned in that knot of httle snow- 
white fiury dwellings down below P" and hereupon 
he began to enumerate on his fingers such a won- 
drous list of all the good things of this world, which 
mi^t pr<d>ably be found in the aforesaid halntations, 
that my own mouth, by degrees, watered at the ' 
catalogue ; and, to Aly's inexpressible satis&ctioo, 
I at last took him under my arm, and left the castle 
to explore the bead). 

My curiosty was soon satisfied, but my newly 
acquired taste ^ travelling only recaved fresh ex- 
ratement. FrtHu our oonversation by the way, Aly 
had gtT^ me a longing desire to vidt £gypt, to 
which country I had now performed more than half 
the distance irom Constantinople ; and the com- 
mander cf the khirlan^tsdi had raised that desire to 
the lughest pttdi, by his description of the advancc- 
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ment which I might hope fw in the imA <€ the 
Muolukes. '• Egypt," he obsenred, " ftlwsys was 
the ccadk of revolutiuu aad the patrimony of 
fltnu^erB; always velcomed the wuidei*^^ who bid 
no predilection for any parUcular soil, or attachmeot 
to any particular home. — At present more than 
ever," he added, " it holds out irresiatible attractions 
to the bold adventurer, who seeks his fortuoe in stri^ 
and confusitm. To external appeantoces, indeed, 
the country shunbers in the profoundest peace. No 
On» would guess, on a superficial glance, that the 
least oonTul»oD threatened to distinrb its tranquiUity. 
The utiBoet wieh of the two paitiea nho divide the 
a^jreme sway seems thus far cox^ned to meaeunng 
each other's strength, and wUchii^ each other's 
movemesta with the eye. But this ^pparrat aeneiutj 
is onily t^e calm which precedes the Bbamu The 
«iuiou8 demoits, idl preparing q«Dn to fall asunder 
and to assume new coml»nations, av^ ready at a 
moment's warning to burst out into open strife ;-~ 
uncertiun when the trump of war may sound as the 
agnat for battle. Meanwhile each party most eagerly 
seeks to inoease the numb^ of JAs adher^ts by 
ev£ry new sword'a-maD of tried eeterjHise and ooo- 
rage, disposed to embrace its cause. Under these 
camrnnstancgs a youth who lifce you, — Greek by 
birth, and Mohammedan from ohcuoe — is already 
beforehand half a Mamluke, and, Jhandioma, yigar- 
OU8 and warlike, still aMt to his skill in martial 
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exercises the more uDcommon qualificadon c^expert- 
ness in languages and readiness at his pen— wields 
the hoflow leed as ably as tb^eavy spear, and can 
execute a delicate conunisacui as dexterously as 
a dangerous numdate — is a treasure for which all 
most Contend. He need only show himself on th^ 
wpott to ensure joppo^te factiooB vying which shall, 
by the most biiUisnt <^er, enlist him in their 
for^Qost ranks." 

At this tempting picboe, I siji^ed. The Bey 
gueeee^ my thoi^hts. " I see," said he, " what 
you want, and I can supply it Suleiman, one of 
the most distinguished among the present rulers of 
Egypt, is my particular friend. The nurnb^ of hb 
Mamlukes has been extremely reduced by the late 
destructive plague. He seeks eve^ means by which 
to recruit his house. For this purpose, his kehaya 
at Constantinople, knowing the number of ports 
and idands I would have to visit, gave me an express 
ccMnmission to engage for his patron whatever youth 
of promise I might find. I have watched you 
during the voyage. You are resolute, sensible, and, 
as I deem, not likely to stick at trifles; and, if you 
like the scheme, I will give you the recommendations 
to my aid 6n^id which these quahlies deserve." 

I bowed, expressed my delight at the com- 
mander's good o[Hnion, and accepted his ofl^. EUate 
at the idea of not only soon se^ng fruitful Egypt, 
but perhaps myself some day shining in its annals, 
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I immediately sought a vessel in which to take mj 
passage ; and embarked the same day. 

An the coast of Rbddes receded from my view, my 
heart beat high with eagemeM and with hope. It 
seemed to me as if thus far I had only been trifling 
away my existence in contemptible pursuits, and in 
a contracted spiiere. I was now, for the first time, 
going to take a Sight worthy the strength of my 
jHnions.— Wide news, noble prospects, vast jdans of 
fortune and of feme, all at once, as if by the drawing 
of a curtain, expanded to my enraptured view ! 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The sacolera wUch csnied Anastanus and hia 
fortunes was first to touch at Castel-rosGo, there 
to take in fire-wood for Alexuidiia. The captun 
aeemed to have no acquaintance whatever with the 
coast for which we were bound ; nor could aaj of 
his crew boast less ignorance ; but they all a^rreed 
that Providence was great ; and in order to set the 
greatness of Pnmdence in iu fullest lif^t, they 
always kept as 'close; as posable to a shore set 
round with hidden reefs, and teeming with avowed 
pirates. 

On the second day of our departure Castel-rosso 
came in aght. We were just going to double the 
most advanced promontory of &e island, and to cast 
anchor for Uie night belund its prqecting difls, when 
on our last tack there suddenly appealed ahead of 
us, close in with the shore, a hag dark object of sus- 
(riciouB form, though the dusk prevented our dis- 
cerning its precise nature. It lay on the water 
as still as a rock, but it bore all the appearance 
of b«ang filled with life. At this sight our cara- 
vokieri grew as pale as a ghost; and all the crew 
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showed equal signs of courage. " A bad way this,* 
ciied I, " to meet danger ! The pirates cannot see 
more of us than we do of them : let us at least try 
what a show of restdution may effect^' And hereupcm 
I got our whole artillery hrought upon deck, and 
prepared for a warm engagement The mwnent we 
thought ourselves witHn musket ^ot t^ the enemy 
I gave the mgnal for firing. " If the coonpUment 
produce nothing else," thought I, " it wilt at least 
make the scoundrels turn out, and show thdr 
strength." Off went our first volley, and aAer it 
every eye — expecting immediately to see tlie hostile 
boat in the utmost bustle. So iar, however^fitHn 
changing her portion, she deigned not even to return 
our salute. Half surprised and half piqued, we 
r^>eat our fire : but our second volley is not more 
noticed than Ae first. Still more amazed, we gave 
a third broad^de. Even this makes no imjves^oo. 
But widi the seeming shyness of the enemy our own 
t»avery rises. We now ^prosob near enough to be 
within ^>eakii^di8tanoe, and a fourth time ditchai^ 
^veryguD and BWJvel into the hostile deck. In short, 
we ctHitinue ineessantly firing, without experiencing 
the smallest retalia^oa, itiU, by degrees, this vaj 
im^iaeabitity of the enemy causes an aWm of a new 
species:— fw we now fancied ourselves under the tii> 
fiufflKe of some spell; we supposed that we befidd 
Dodiii^ but an unsubstantial vision : we became 
coavinocd that wc were fighting only with the 
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phaQtiHn of a ship ; whicH presently would either 
explode or Tunsh away— either hiaw us up in the air, 
OP draw us after it into the fathomless abyss. As 
however nnther happened, and the ressel seemed 
equally little inclined to rise or to tink, we at last 
agreed that the very few Utea whi<^ she contained 
must all have been killed by our very lirst broadwde. 
We tbelrefore suspended all further hostilities during 
the remainder o£ the night, purponng as soon oi 
the dawn a^^ared, to remove the dead bodies* and 
to divide the spoil. 

The dawn at last did ^ipear, and as spon as it wu 
auffioently advanced to li^t up the scene, showed 
to our struning eyes, in the object of the whole 
night's strenuous fighting, a small rock in the sea, 
wbkb from the peculiarity of its shape actually bears 
the name of the Galley. We regretted all the ball 
and powder wasted, and agreed iiot to boast of our 
intrepidity : but our modesty was, in spite of our 
caution, put to the Uusfa. The whole island of 
Castel-roBso had been alarmed by the incessant 
firing; every port of the ^ore was lined with speo 
tattss; and the moment we landed, they aU crowded 
round our party, and with loud cheers wished uS 
joy tot having wlenced the enemy. 

Haying laden our wood, we pursued our voyage. 
It seemed an eternity in duration. Our crew knew 
no other mode of sailing than ri^t before the wind ; 
and the least cloud thid arose made them put into 
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the &^ inlet they could reach, wholly heedless of 
the risk of splitting npoo a rock, or riinning aground 
upon a £^oal. Coasting from one headland to 
another,, we slowly crept round every cape or pro- 
montory CD oiir way ; and there scarce exists, I 
beliere, a single creek between, which we did not 
' succesavely visiL When the wind increased to 
wh^ was called a fortuna, the smlorg could only 
think of praying and lighting tapers before the 
Panagia ; and as soon as fair weather returned, they 
could only dance and play upon the guitar ; nor 
ever thought of repuring the damage done to the 
ship, until reminded df it by a fresh storm. SttU was 
the first part of our journey, compared with the 
latter, the flight of the swallow contrasted with the 
cTee{Hngof the tortoise. In the latitude of Damiat, 
fate seemed to have fixed us to the spot for life ; and 
we thought ourselves doomed never to pass . the 
eastern oiitlet of the Nile, even with the asnstance 
(tf some more experienced sailors, whom we there got 
on board. Every inch the feeble breeze enabled us 
to advance, the strong curr^it as regularly drove us 
back ; so that on our starboard tack we invariably 
' lost all we had gained on the larboard. Day after 
day at sunrise we had the satisfactiim to find ourselves 
just in the same place Iroin whence we had parted at 
sunset the evening beffmi. The fatal mouth of the 
stream seemed to breathe a fascination which no 
earthly powa" could overcome ! 
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. AaaerialcHieatlastflewtoouraflustaiice. Itarose 
. on the fiflh day of our vaia attempts, in the shape 
of asdroc sufficiently Btrong to cope with the current. 
Backed by the burning blast, we doubled the pmnt 
of the Delta in the very teeth of the perverse lide, 
and thusa}q»t>ached the goal. Even before we could 
discern the sandy shore on which it stands, we beheld 
the town of Alexandria, crowned with minarets, and 
encircled with date trees. 

In its quality of Gre<nan property, our vessel cast 
anchor in the new harbour ; the old being reserved 
for stanch Musselmen keels. Hell itself, as the 
bourn of a long sea voyage, would have appeared 
to me a very habitable place ; Alexandria s^enied 
heav^i. In its melancholy mounds of barren sand 
L could only see plea^g swells, and in its dismal 
ruins a picturesque ruggedness. Its inhabitants, 
ready to assume auy hue or form at will, were a sort 
of human camehons : but camelions may ofibrd en- 
tertiunment by their constant changes. To me the 
contrast between the liveliness <^ the Alexandrians 
and the solemn stufudity of the Turks seemed quite 
enchanting. As I went to secure my Hint's lodging 
at an okkal,^ I was every instant arrested by their 
wit and repartee. " How pleasuit it must be 
to reade here," said I to myself; " gay people are 
always so geod-natured !" 

The words hatl scarcely dropped from my lips, 
when I heard at some distance a loud and increaMng 
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damour, which I supposed to be that of eaxae re- 
joiong or festival. Preaoitly appeared on immense 
crowd of people of every age and description — men, 
women, and children — fending the ur with their 
shouts. lu the midst of the tootley assemblage 
advanced in a separate cluster a chosen band, trailing 
aft«- them in procession, with louder bowHngs than 
the rest, the dty weights and scales. 

" What means this ceremcmy ?" said I, accosting 
one of the actors in this novel scene : " far what 
purpose are these instruments ttavdliog ?"— *• For 
the purpose of gibbeting the chief of the custoiijis, a 
Syriac Christian, on the very instrument of his mal- 
practices;^ hastily answered the feEow, impatient 
at the detention. 

** And has the law w^ghed, and found him 
wanting ?" — " How could it help doing so," was the 
reply, "when we all detnaaded his punishment P 
We inusted on the Shar-allah,-'-fhe justice of God ; 
and die Cadee lumself thought us too mai^ not to 
be in the right. So we are gtnng to execute the 
sentence." 

Having now carried his courtesy to the utmost 
stretch, the man bade me adieu, fbr fear of fhrther 
questions, and ran aAer lus companions, who already 
were out of sight. For my part, I contented my- 
self with inwardly praying to Allah that I might 
be preserved from his justice; and particularly at 
Alexandria. 
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JUjapuUneaxt at the oktul bdng aecured fcr the 
night, I Went to a native of the place vbo followed the 
varioua trades of ^ip Bgent, interpreter, and [nlot, in 
order to obtain irom hlnl a ooDTeyance to Baschid.* 
In faia foutb, the bustling penonage had Berred 
on board Mars^lles^ Venedao, and Jj^hom tradersi 
He spoke with equal fluoicy the Turkish, the Ara- 
bic, the Greek, the Proren^ and tbe Lingua 
Franca. On entering his Email abode, where he sat 
with apest 6oot in readiness to remve strangera, I , 
found him gravely discussing with a Frandaoon 
monk, ower a botde of rakie,' the relaUve mtnU of 
idamiEm and <^p(K)erT. 

** Hark ye, &ther,^ said he, speaking with audi « 
volubility of tongue and violeoKe of geetuie, that at 
first I thought him in a tranendoua passion, " I do 
not mean to pass myself off for the most squeamiafa 
of Moslemen. In my long intercourse with i&fidds 
Oxgfpng your pardon) I have been obliged ooca- 
aonally to relax a little from the rigour of our 
practices; sometimes, when time nm Aart, to 
mumble half a prayer instead of a whole one ; Bod 
where water- was Scarce, to perform my ablutions to 
the wrist only instead of to the elbows ; nor did I 
always retnember, when a good joint of meat vag 
smoking' on the table, and I ^arp set in oonsequenoe 
of a long &st, to inquire before I fell to, whether 
thfl beast bad been stabbed with a knife or knocked 
(knmwithabatoheb But, thadc God 1 1 here nevw 

vol" 1. a 
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been a rank heathen — a kafr. I never, like you, 
believed in soorea of Gods, nor wtn^hipped idola of 
wood and brass." 

" Merciful Father," cried the friar— setting down 
the'rakie, ahcady in contact irith hie lips : — " nor I 
neither, nor any of us I How can you say such 
things r 

" How can I P" answered the Alexandrian, ** but 
from having witnessed them with my own eyes! 
Who among you, I b^, thinks of celebrating a 
festival, building a mosqne, addressing a prayer, 
vowing a present, imparting a wish, or expres^ng 
a want to any but St.* Anthony of Padua, St Framns 
of Asnn, St. John, Sl James, St. Peter, St Paul, 
St Agnes, St. Catherine, St Cetnlia, or any other 
of the siunts and s^tesses, whose interference quite 
leaves Frovidence a cipher, and whose number ex- 
ceeds dutt of days set ^lart to worship them P In 
whose name but in that of these oflidous go-betweens 
are your oxen, and your sheep, and your poultry, 
and your very jrigs blessed by the priest at the 
church door ? In whose honour but thdrs do you 
suspend over your altars colver tokens of brokai 
heads and hearts, of children bom, and grown 
pec^le mended P Can your cook so mui^ as bake 
his meat, but by fevour of St Laurence?— delisted, 
it seems, to be reminded of hb own broiling oa a 
gtidiron! And as to worshipping wooden images, — 
hftve I not seen whole shoals of Nazarenes leave the 
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nicest, whitest, little flaxen-headed madonnas whidi 
your toy-shops could produoe, at home quite neg- 
lected, to travel barefoot |}erfa^>s five hundred 
leagues to some old mouldering figure, as ugly as a 
scarecrow, and as black as a negro ; which strange 
fancy you will allow could only arise from some pe- 
culiar virtue as^gned to the latter image; — »ace 
how should they otherwise try to extract it, by rub- 
bing their noddle against its greasy pate ?" 

" As to that, child," replied the friar — taking a . 
fresh sip of his rakie, and pursing up his mouth 
hke one who is going to give an unanswerable answer, 
— *< it b only on the score of superior resemblance 
to the saint, that certain images are preferred. All 
the wtwld knows that the holy Virgin sat for her 
jncture to St Luke : and we may suppose she wishes 
to distinguish the originals by some peculiar mark 
of her divine favour." 

"Well r exd^med the Alexandrian, in astonish- 
ment ; " if this same viigin bad been offered to me 
as a wife'^ — but again checldng himself: "and 
pray," added he, " your other smnts, have they 
also each had his painter P" 

" No doubt," reptied the Frandscan. " All great 
personages with ua, -^t for their portmts. I my- 
self have sat, both as a Cupid and a friar." 
. The factor now got up, and fetching a little 
parcel which he gave to the padre : " there," said 
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be^ *' ore the St. DonuDgo beans you Wanted. Tfa^ 
axe the very best I could find in the market. You 
may safely send them to your irtends in Christen- 
dotn, and be sure that, when well roasted, like 
8t. Laurence aforesaid, they will drink tbem for 
pure Mokha, and admire how superior they we in 
flavour to the vile West India co^e." Upon thi^ 
he sl^iped the ^her oa the back, dismissed him, 
and asked my butdness. I had made signs to him 
. before not to break off the diacusnoD, which I 
thought rather divolJiig. 

On stating my intention to go to Raachid, he 
agreed for my passage on board one of the country 
djerms.* It was to sail early the next Isoming ; and 
at the appointed time, I went to secure my I»rth. 

The boat seemed chiefly loaded with live stock ; 
and by far the noisiest article of that description 
was a lot of female slaves, selected Irom among a 
ship load lately brought for sikle to AJexaudria. A 
sharp grego-maestro, which kept blowing in our 
teeth all day long, and at dusk forced us to anchor 
before Bekier, enabled me to fami some estimate of 
the value of this cargo. Id the small place where 
WG were all huddled pell mell, the rolling pro- 
duced by the storm afforded me every t^tpor- 
tunity I could wish for of forming an acquamt- 
.-utce with such of the ladies as lodied most sociable ; 
nm- (fid our innocent diit diat suffer any intt^nip* 
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doD from the wfttchfuloess of th«r keeper, vho, 
horribly Bea-nck, lay speechless in the hold, and 
never opened his mouth for any purpose at all cal- 
culated to interrupt our conversation. His chai^ 
inured to the sea by the voyage of the Euxine and 
the Mediterranean, only laughed at his distress, and, 
in de&ance of winds and waves, chattered away hke 
magpies. A Tcherkasdan damsel, whose large black 
eyea seemed quite determined not to suffer from the 
concealment of her other charms, chiefly attracted 
my attention. She rewarded my notice with her 
utmost confidence, and gave me the rude sketch of 
her rough adventures. 

" One evening," said she, " when I was in bed, 
and pretended to be asleep, my parents b^n to 
talk, as usual, about the trouble I gave them. My 
mother wished me far away. My father observed 
nothing was so easy as to fulfil this wish. A Turkish 
merchant, who used every two or three years to 
come and collect slaves in our country, had arrived 
that very day; and assuredly it was fairer that 
those who bad had all the expense, should have the' 
profit of me, rather'tfaan the neighbouring Tartars, 
who were every day carrying off some of our girls 
to sell to the Turks. ' My mother — somewhat fond 
of cotttradicUoo — now changed her tone, and would 
not hear of parting with Hw only daughter. But 
my father, telling he* she was always perverse, 
o^ied her an alternative between what she liked 
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better than keeping,and what she disliked worse than 
losing me, — r cask of brandy or a sound cudgelling. . 
She took the sp'uits and gave up her child. The 
next day I was carried to the merchant. After a 
greatdealof haggling, he bought, or rather accepted 
me in exchange for arms, apparel, and sweet meats. 
I wag stowed on board a small vessel, with a number 
of other slaves picked up in various parts. Most 
of them had been sold by their landlords in payment 
. of rent The ship proved so leaky that we never 
expected to reach Stambool, By a miracle, however, 
we got there ; — at least, so I was told : for I nev» 
saw any thing of the ploee, except the large ugly 
khan in whidi we were boused. Our owner had 
us taught here the various accomplishments requi> 
site for a ready sale — the Mohammedan reli^on, 
mu»c, and dancing. Kvery day customers of all 
descriptions used to come and cheapen some among 
us. The price set on me was whatfew could afford: 
but my lime meanwhile passed comfortably. I 
had plenty to e'at, heaps of fine clothes, and a 
' looking-glass to myself. I should have been quite 
happy but for the dread of being bought for the 
Grand Signor, who, they say, has so many wives, that 
he does not know what to do with them, and, thougfi 
as old as Methusalem, yet must have a new one 
every Christmas. Think of being laid on the shelf 
at the death of this old spindl&shanks> as useless 
lumber, in an andent sen^lio with tranendously 
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hij^ TsUs — there to reauun Eat life nmher nng^ 
nor married I This fate I escaped. The kehaya 
of Yousoof-Bey of Cairo bought me for his master, 
■with some of my companions. We were imme- 
diately shipped off iD a very comfortable vessel ; 
hardly ever had a whipping dming the whole voy- 
age ; and here we are, on the eve, thank God > of 
readiing our final destination. To me it promises 
a paradise. I wish I could say as much in favour 
of my companions. But, poor things ! they were 
oiily, as it were, thrown into the bargain; and I 
fear will remiun all th^ hves mere drudges." 

This last piece of intelligence, thouf^ conveyed 
in a very low whisper, did not escape th£ quick ears 
of the damsels for whom Hamida expressed such 
unacoeptaUe compasnitti. I thoughtit would have 
occaffl(»ied an immediate engagement. With one 
accord the whole party rose up from th^ mattresses, 
and, gathering round the brightened Hamida, abused 
her for telling such falsehoods — she ! a low-bred 
^cherkassian, without faith, fat, or manners— of 
Geoi^jians like them, who at home used every day 
to go to mass, and had as much victuals as ever 
they wished to eat! But Hamida's own mettle 
rose at the base indnuation, and facing her assail- 
ants boldly ; " It signifies much truly," replied she 
in an ironical tone, " from what country we comei 
when none of us will ever see it again ; and whether 
we. had much or little of our religtoo, when we all 
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have nmoimced it alike! And as to our At — irfudt 
is the most material point — that must be seen to be 
judged d£^ 

, " Thai, let it," readied all the others in chorus; 
" and trust to us for se^g nothing f and imni&- . 
diate]j th^ all fell upon poOT Hamida, fonnbly tore 
c^)m her fmdjee, and displayed her bosom. It might 
not answer the utmost am[^tude of Analic idea^ 
but I Donfets, though I looked hard, I perceived 
no d^ciency. 

£Ten bdbre this ezhiHtion, the keeper of the 
ladies had cast sundry savage glances our way. He 
now oontiived, sck as he was, to (oawl unpercnved 
among tlie busy group, and only announced his 
presence by unexpectedly laying about him with 
iuch energy, as not only to separate the ocanbatantsj 
but to send them siinkii^ away to the furthest con- 
tier of the hold. He then lay down before th«n^ ' 
and thus foimed ao effectual mediator for the .^er 
yw^oo of further disputes. 

No ow remuned oo the 6eld of battle except the 
spectators : namely, myself, .and a ^gle fecoale as 
different from our Circassiaa as night is from day: 
an Abysanian negro wtman. Manumitted by her 
last master, the dusky nymph had nobody to whom 
she was accountable for her oonversation but her- 
self, feared not the interruptiraia of a keepet''s lash* 
and seemed determined to avail hersdf tb the full 
of )wr advantagea. She began by in&nning jm, 
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most pndixly, of all her ooncenu, post, pnnmt, 
and future. At first Aa told me, her atars had 
looked but coolly upon her. She had been carried 
to Ccmstantinojde in winter, had 8ufi*ered much 
irom chilbluoB, and had be«i married to a black 
eunuch. But the husband died, the diilblains 
healed, the summer came, and Iotctb began, like 
bees, to buz ^wut the black rose. " Still," con- 
tinued she, "as I now was rich, I resolved again to 
quit the cold climate of Constantinople, and gra- 
dually to re-approach the milder temperature of 
Sennaar. Fertiaps, thought I, in my way, at Alex- 
andria, I may chance to find amtmg the Mawgaiw 
bees^ some proper husband for my money, to make 
me amends for my former empty honours. Nothing, 
bowever, worthy the acceptance of the widow of 
Ibrahim-Aga o&rcd j and I am now moving onward 
to Cairo, where, whollyindependent'of your insijnd 
whites, I am quite sure of suitably matching my own 
colour, — unless," added she, with a ngnificant glance, 
" something very tempting should offer by the way." 
That this something actually had offered, and 
that every olgection to the insi[»dity of whites had 
been overcome, I soon felt convinced of by the lady's 
oeilladesi Certain of her own approval, she did not 
in the least Be«n to trouble herself abont any posn- 
ble objectiim on my part; and her advances presently 
became so marked, that I owed the greatest ob- 
ligation to tlie tinwly intCTpontion of the Bqg^ias. 
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This formidable aaod-baitlc,' which imizzled the 
mouth of the Nilr, was announced at a most critical 
moment. Immediately every other passioD yielded 
to terror. The Circassians screamed, the Turks 
fuDted, and the negress turned as psle as she was 
able. Even after the penl was surmounted, all 
thou^ts of taking the citadel by Bt«in seemed lud 
aade ; and the siege dwindled into a mere blockade 
which lasted tiH we got to Rasdiid. 

The abruftf' transtion from the yellow aridity of 
Alexandria to the vardant freshness of Roeetta, 
rising on the mar^n of a beaudful river, tmd em- 
bosomed in orange, in sycanun^ and date trees, 
might give a foretaste of Elyrium. I spent a 
whole day in a jesmine arbour, eating banaoas^ 
and drinking the j nice of the sugar-cane ; and, ader 
thus having truly tasted the sweets of Raschid, 
re-embarked on board a maasb,^ destined to sail up 
the river, and to land us at Curo. It resenfbled 
Noshes ark ; was filled with beasts of every descrip- 
tion, and surrounded by an universal flood. As 
far as the eye could reach, the waters of the Nile 
suffered nothing to rise above- their surface but the 
buildings of the towns and villages, looking, <»i thdr 
artjfidal platforms, as if floating in trays on the 
hquid pl^n. Among the strange animals which 
our barge conveyed acro^ this immense plash, 
shone conspicuous from the bright yeUow of his 
glossy skin, a short bloated Inped, who, on a head 



D,o,i,7i<i.,Googlc 



ANASTA8IUS. S99 

scarce peeping above hia shoiJders, wrare, perfectly 
poisedj a huge flat turban, which gave the tout- 
ensemble- ^e complete proportions of a toadstool ; 
and truly, in the eyes of the other natives, this 
natural production seemed to be very much held in 
equal estimation with a ijjngus. An Osmanlee of 
Cairo — a manof unusual information for his country, 
and of open pleasant manners — seeing the wonder 
with which I contemplated this figure, whispered 
me: " Coobd is the name these people" bear, and 
ihey trace their descent from the ancient Egyptians ; 
but they have changed the object of tiieir worship 
from cats and onions to" gold ; and the only hierogly- 
phics they preserve are those in their scrutoires, which 
secure to them the exclusive knowledge of the size, 
produce, and boundaries of all the cultivable tracts 
of the country. Nor is this, in their hands, a mere 
speculative and barren science. It ensures them the 
stewardship of all the property of their Moham- 
medan masters. More conversant in arms than in 
arithmetic, we cannot dispense with this vermin, 
though it lives upon our best substance ; and every 
^ Moslemin of any rank or wealth, from the 
kj *' ji? Schoicb-el-belled ^ who farms the whole territorial 
A/f ^ contribution of Egypt, to the smallest Aga of a 
village, or subtenant of the Schaich~el-belled, has 
'^'-' \aa Coobtic steward or writer, whose accounts he 
• ,**? understands just as much as the Coobd understands (?^j < , 
the language of his own prayers. He only knows 
that he is cheated, and has no way to help himself.* 
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Night, meantime, had begun to cast its veil even 
over the nearest objects, vheo, on a sudden turn of 
the river, we alt at once beheld at a distance before 
us a most splendid spectacle. The left bank of the 
Nile seemed for a considerable space in an entire 
blaze, and the luminous streak which edged the 
winding shore, producing by its reflexion a paralld 
line of light in the mirror of the streani, mode the 
whole resemble a riband edged with fire. It glil^ 
tered more brilliantly from the surrounding dark- 
ness. The spot which it skirted resounded with the 
incessant clang of cymbals, of kettle-drums, and other 
mu^cal instruments ; and, as we approached near 
enough to discern in the fairy spectacle the eSkcts 
of a most extensive illumination, the ^outs and 
song of innumerable voices met the ear. The place 
thus distinguished was Mektoobes, famous in all 
seasons for its g^ety, and at this particular period ' 

engaged in the festival of its patron Schaich, which S A,-!^/^ 
drew together the population of all the surrounding 
districts. For almost a mile the quay was lined 
with barges, so closely wedged that one might walk 
from deck to deck ; while the interior of the town 
was rendered as light'as day by thousands of lamps ; 
some winding in lofly spirals to the summit of the 
minarets, others thrown in long festoons from pin- 
nacle to pinnacle, others ag^ expanding in wreaths, 
in shaaves, and other fanciful forms. As we dr«w 
nearer, the eye was not more dozzlod by the glare 
o( light, than the ear was stunned by the din of 
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instruments. At etery comer of a fttPdet n different 
band of muucians played a different tune, in 
hopes of drovning all the others in its ntnse-; 
and in ever^ opoi space some differait troop c£ 
nngers, dutcen, tumhlers, sorcerers, or fortune- 
tellers exhibited thdr different sorts of feats, with 
,a view to eclipse all the rest. Here a string of 
awalis^ strained thar windpipes in tremulous qua- 
vers, until they grew u bourse as the frogs in the 
n^hbouring ditches v and there s knot of ^lazie" 
distorted thrar hmbs into as uncouth postures as if 
they had been frogs themselves; and vhile one 
portim of our passengers stood watching the tricks 
of a juggler, whose troop of performers consisted in ft 
btisket full of serpents, another portion sat gaping at 
the feats of a rival" mountebank, whose chef iTceuvre 
was tumiug water into blood, and ewth into vermin. 
I speak not of the female charmers, who preferred 
for the exhibition of thdr fascinations the darker 
places, where they excelled in emptying of its last 
para the closest drawn purse. Of these Syrens, our 
V' po(» Coobd might give the best account He had 
been mismng almost from the moment we went 
oahore ; and no one could guess what witchay had 
conjured him away, until we all got back to ocr 
barge. It was there he first reappeared ammg xa ; 
and the first thing he did was to untie his pouch, 
in order to ascerttun the damaga it had sustmned. 
A seqtuQ was the utmotrt ha rated it at) and that 
was just twice aa much as, by hit own aetount, the 
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Uuifty personage ever had spent on ramilar aberra- 
tions. What was hb horror, when he found that, 
by an art exactly contrary to that of the alchymists, 
the ladies whose leger-de-main tricks he had been 
too curiou^y investjgaljng, had converted all hia 
gold into base metal. His purse indeed, externally, 
preserved its full size and weight ; but alas, the con- 
tents had experienced a sad transmutation ! His 
gold was all turned into brass ! 

At any other period, the adventures of Mektoo- 
bes, and the misfortunes of the Coobd, would have 
furmshed materials for conversation till we reached 
Curo : but at this moment, the mind of no Eg3'p- 
tian bom was suffiaently disengaged for such idle 
talk. A topic of higher, more universal, and mtxe 
vital interest engaged every thought, . and dwelt on 
every lip ; absorbed the whole mind of man, woman, 
and child; and was sure, whatever other subject 
most foreign from it might accidentally be started, 
ultimately, by imperceptible steps, to regain full 
possesion of every receptacle of thought or words ! 

This was. the rise of the Nile, — the phenomenui on 
whose measure and degree depended, throughout 
Egypt, the serious diSerence between plenty and ■ 
famine; and whose increase, perceptible inch by inch, 
and smnetimes rapid, sometimes slow, sometimes 
wholly at a stand, kept, while it lasted, every eye 
pn the stretch, and every mind in a fever. 

In viun,.asa stranger not yet emhued with the 
sprit of the universal Bulgect, I now and then tried 
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to turn the conversation into another channel. The 
slimy ducts that earned the muddj waves of the 
Nile to the furthest limits of the country, were the 
only channels which my hearers could contemplate. 
When I talked of Hassan^s expedition to the Morea* 
a person on my tight ohserved it must have happened 
die year when the liver only rose fifteen cubits ; 
when I hoped to engt^ the attention of the com- 
pany by destnibing the splendours of the Sultan's 
court, a man on my left asked whose office it was to 
bring him the daily intelligence of the Nile's in- 
creasei and when I extolled tlje beauty of our 
islands, some one, who till that instant had never 
opened his lips, sighed to think they had no rivers 
to rise hke the Nile. I now desp^red of any other 
general conversation, and, in order to hear the last 
of the ruling topic, took my Osmanlee friend aside, 
supplicated as a favour that he would first say all 
that his ima^nation' could 'surest concerning the 
Nile and all its branches, and wouldthen vouchsafe to 
give me a little sketch of the politics of Egypt. This 
he readily undertook, and as his information on that 
subject dday render more intelligible my own sub- 
sequent adventures in that country, I ahaU here 
transfer it to the reader — ^in substance more than in 
form — and with such additions and emendations as 
I subsequently derived fixim my own observation. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



** BoYVT," laid (or said not) my Osmanke, " after 
its conquest by Omar, first obeyed a race of Arab 
soveteigDs called Kaliphs. To thete succeeded, on 
its oocupatioD by Selah-el-din, a race of Tartar 
princes denotnioated Sultans. 

It vox the early practice preraUiog in every 
Country under Tartar government, to leave the cul- 
livatbn of the ground to the fiee-bom peasant. 
And to employ the prisoner taken in war, and the 
purchased slave, in domestic and personal services 
alone. When however the Tartar swarms in th^ 
southward progress came in contact with black and 
iTDolly-haired nations, the destination of th^ alavcH 
became as changed as their colour. The more jHiont 
and patnfic negro, fordgn in habits as in looks irom 
Ms purdiaser, was under the name of Abd or 
domestic slave confined to hous^iold services, and 
was never kept for defence. Admitted to the 
highest poiAs in the household, he cmild atti^n no 
advancement in the state. The more warlike white 
slave on the contrary, not unfrsquently the n^gh- 
hour, nay the relation of his master in the country 
whence both derived their origin, and considered 



D,Q,i,7?<i.,Googlc 



ANASTASIUS. *>*' 

as tnMV Me to wield a patron's authority, and matt 
&t to represent his person, was, under the name of 
Mamhike) trained up to arms as well as to attendance. 
While in his master's house, he served him notonly 
as hie domestic but as his mihtary guard and de- 
fender, and when manumitted, he became entitled 
to asfnre to the highest dignities in the army and the 
state. The custom of rainng militaty slaves or 
Mamlukes to eminent employments has previuled 
whereTer throughout Europe, Aaa, or Afiica; a 
Tartar dynasty has arisen. Indeed, slaves of this 
description were employed by Tartar sovereigns as 
thejr generals and their ministers, in preference to 
free-men, whether of the conquered or even of the 
conquering race. Tom up by the root from their 
native soil, strangers to that into which they were 
transplanted, unconnected with the body at large 
either of the vanquished or of the vanquishers, de- 
riving their existence, their support, their greatness 
from their master alone, raised by his wilt, and at 
his nod again feduced to their original nothingness, 
they appeared of all descriptions of men the least 
formidable to a despotic ruler. In thrir hands the 
power which an absolute monarch is obliged to de- 
legate in all its fulness to each of his ministers, down 
to the last and least, seemed most exempt from the 
danger of b^ng turned against its author. 

No device, however, has yet been discovered by 
which a single hand can long rontihue to hold uir- 

VOL I.- X 



■,Got)^lc 



'806 ANASTASIUS. 

dif^ded an absolute Bwaj over m extenave oooDtiy. 

' He who must ungly withBt&nd the pressure of many, 
JB doomed at last to fall. Thus it fared with Sdsih- 
el-din'a successors. The Mamlukes iotrusted by 
them with the command of provinces, amended their 
original insulation by their subsequent leagues. 
They set aside th«r legitimate soverdgn, and esta^- 
bJished a military goremment in a republican 
form. Each of the fourteen {Nx>vinces of Egypt 
was gonrnad by its own Bey. These lesser chiefs 
used to assemUe in council under a preadent called 
^chaich-el-belled, or chief of the country. In this 
Divan were enacted by plurality of votes the decrees 
for the conunon welfare of all, and each Bey pre- 
nded in his own department over theii due exe- 
cution. 

From its first orijpii, and throughout all its latCT 
^cisatudes, this republic of Beys has been per- 
petuated by means unexampled to the same extent 
in any other country; — namely, by an uninterrupted 
importatioii of strange slaves, transfused by d^rees 
into rulers of Egypt. Not that, as foreigners have 
fiomelunes imag^ed, the constitution of the Egyp- 
tian commonwealth prtdiibited natives, ireemen, and 
actual descendants of those in power by any po- 
mlive law irom partidpating in the government of 
the country : not that any express ordination ever 
reserved the succesuon to power and the exerdse of 
8i|th(Hity exduavely to strangers and to slaves. 
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Throughout every period of the dominatiuB of the 
Beys, instances have existedofindividuaU who were 
neither slaves nor strangers, but free-bom Mohanu 
medan Turks, nay sons of Mamlukes and of Beys, 
b^ng allowed b>attwi the highest employments in 
the state. Three generations of Beys shone in the 
family of B^oofi : at this moment, Ibrahim, our 
Sch^ch-el-belled, boasts of the great destbies that 
await his son Marzook; and at some future .day 
you yourself, who as far as I know were never 
bought DOT sold, may, unle^ prevented by prior 
claims, become one of our Beys. 

But a concurrence of circumstances has nearly 
effected what no law ever expressly decreed. Ac- 
ccoding to our customs the prolific period of youth 
is ^nt by the Mamluke under his patron's roof in 
forced ringleness, and in the society of none but his 
fellow soldiers. His constitution, more liable to the 
enervating tendency of the climate in proportion as ■ 
it derives &om its more bracing native atmosphere a 
greater natural tiilness and succulence, is weakened* 
periiapa his very ima^na^on receives a fatal bias, 
ere manumisrion allows him to quit his master's 
htHi8% aad td enjoy the comforts of the connubial 
state. No sooner indeed is he gifted with freedom 
i hm , he se^ks a wife, were it only to acquire in the 
saoredoess of the harem a security &r hts person, 
~ nod a Sanctuary for hia property : but even on this 
occnwHi his pride and his {fffjuctice lead him to 
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spurn from his embrace the woman of the coiiatry, 
whose seasoned constitulion might counteract the 
effects of his debilitated sjEtem, and suffer him 
only to £arta ftn Alliance with some fetnale slave of 
his own nation, on whom the climate of Egypt 
exerts the same enervating influence. Seldom does 
any progeny arise from these too well assiHrted 
tnarnages ; or, if blessed with oSspring, and such as 
attains maturity, it is in general too degenerate in 
body, and too imbedle in mind, to hold, and to 
defend the parental aathority agiunst a host of 
8turdi» competitors : and for want of a sufficiency 
of natural h^rs to succeed to th«t possessions and 
theb power, the rulers of I^gypt have, throughout 
every period of their history, been obliged to seek 
in fresh slaves imported from their own native 
tealms, the heirs to their wealth, and the successors 
to their dominion. 

Among these creatures of servitude and devotees 
to amotion, the Abases, the Tcherkassians, and 
the youths of Odesh6 and of Gur^stan' are in 
gen^^ the most esteemed, as being the nearest in 
blood to their patrons, and the most eminent in 
Corporal endowments and warlike accomplishments. 
Renegadoes themselves, their masters make it - a 
rule, more in compliance with custom than out of 
respect for reGgion, to raise no servant to any em- 
ployment who is not by birth or irom chtnce a 
But this condition fulfilled, what- 
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ever DatiTe of any country north of Egypt is wilUi^ 
to owe his ^rhole existence and advancement to his 
patron, may aspire to all the advantages which an 
Egyptian grandee can hestow. The Bey connects 
with the artificial relationship hetween master an^ 
slave all the reciprocal duties, nay attaches to it 
all the redprocal appellations, that belong to the 
Batumi ties of which he lives bereft: he calls his 
Mamlukes his children, and hears them cidl him 
thar father. According to the measure of their at^ 
tachment, their deserts, or their favour in his eyes, 
he promotes them successively, while yet in bondage, 
to all the honourable offices in his own household, 
from that of ample body guard, to that of hasnadar 
or treasurer; and, when manumitted, to all the 
digmtjes in the state at his disposal, from that 
of single Aga, to that of Eiashef,^ and Bey, and 
Schaidi-el-belled. During hU lifetime he marries 
them to whatever female relations of his own he can 
discover ; and at his death he leaves them heirs to his 
wealth and his offices. So mudi are these adoptive 
children considered as the natural heirs to all their 
patron's pn^wrty, that his very wives, and usters^ 
and daughtets devolve to them, according to the 
date of their creation and the eminence of lh«ir 
rank; and thegreatertfae number of sudi creatures, 
devoted to his sernce, defending his person, devour- 
ing his popeifty, and nused by his -patronage to 
wealth and to ^gnities a man in pow» possesses. 
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tbe more the luttre reflected frcMn these satellitet 
Hat move around him, swells his own pride, in> 
creases his own importance, and extends his own 
sway. It is by the vast circumference of its base 
that we estimate the hei^t of the mountain. 

Sudi is in Egypt the inertness of the native, and 
such the insulation of the country, enctmipassed on 
all »des by seas or by deserts, that the domiiutioa 
of the Beys, though only continued by slaves, by 
Tenegadoes, and by strangers — by men forswearii^ 
every tie of country, of blood, of sex, and of rdi- 
^on, and jn^senting every form of anarchy, cnvil 
war, and murder by ste^ and by poison, — yet sub- 
nsted near two centuiies, without being wrested 
from the feeble bands that held it, either by an in- 
digenous subject, or by a foreign invader. 

At last, however, the sway of the'Mamlukes 
Eeemed destined to .decline. In the year 9^ of 
the Hegyra, Sdim, Sultan of the Turks, invaded 
Egypt, conqueced the land of the Beys, hung th«r 
chief, and degraded their body : the former rulers 
of the country were reduced to the rank of collectorB 
of its revenue. Attached to different provinces, 
they and th«r Eiashefs became the farmers of 
the territorial contribution ; while their chief, the 
Sdiaich-el-bell^, was alone fixed at Cairo undar 
the watchful eye of the Sultan's own Visier. 

As an intermediate'.power betwe^ the Mamlukes 
and die Pasha, the conqueror created aprovioeiid 
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militia. It was destined to support the Gnancial- 
apentioiu erf" the BeyB, and to restrain the political 
influence of the Visier. It is true that these troops 
swore aubmissioa to severe r^uUtions. Confined 
in the dtadels of C^ro and of I]^irdg6j they ,were 
to exercise no trade, lest they should lose their 
martial spirit, and to poesees no land, lest th^- 
ehould acquire a local interest. Great privileges, 
bomevtf , made amends for these restrictions ; since, 
in order to render hia military force independent of 
his r^resentative, the Sultan allowed its Odg^lees, 
or chiefs, to enact In thar own private councils the 
laws necessary for the welfare of their corps. 

No human power, however, can be so nicely 
poised, but that a little excess in. some quarter will 
by de^ecs determine all further w^ht to flow to 
the same side ; until the balance be at last wholly 
destroyed. Stationary in the country, and com- 
manding a formidable force, the chiefs o£ the militia 
toon began to re^t indiscriminately every order t^ 
a Fasha liable to constant removals, and the hearer 
of unsupported mandates: they ended by Compelling 
him to sanction in the name of the Sover^gn tha 
Matutes decreed in their own. A prisoner in the 
casde^ while suffered to remain at Cairo, he no 
eocmer gave the least offence, than he was dismissed 
vithout delay. 

The Beys were held in still more open and 
d^irading subjection : for the Schaidi-«I-belled was 
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made, on days of ceremony, to hold the stimip to 
the Aga of the Jenissaries. Even the subjects of 
the Forte at large esperienced at the hands of this 
lawless soldiery the direst oppression. They could 
only escape its rapacity by inlisting in its corps: 
but in proportion as the candidate for this honour 
was wealthier, and thus exposed to greater ex- 
tortions, he obtmned less easily the immunity which 
he more urgently wanted. One half of his fortune 
was generally the price of his security during his 
life ; and at his death the other half devolved to the 
re^ment in which he was enrolled ; nor, if a rich 
individual had by some means succeeded to elude 
while he lived the hurthensome boon, could his 
good fortune while he had breath, on his demise 
avail his heirs. In default of a real engagement, a 
forged contract was soon produced, and promptly 
acted upon. 

' Thus did the militia of Egypt, in spite of the 
Sultan's edict, soon absorb all its personal property i ' 
nor was it long, ere, by a still more glaring in&ac^ 
jSod of their rules, the Od^aklees became possessors 
ofmostof the land :— but if their power at first thus 
giuned them inordinate wealth, that wealth againj 
by a just retribution, served to undermine th^ 
power ; and just as the Nile, after riring tUl it over'> 

Sows the country " 

. At this ominous simile I took fright, put my 
finger on the narrator's lips, and earnestly entreated 
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that he vould tell his tale in a straight-forward 
numner, without ttope^ or figures— especially about 
the Nile. 

He Bmiled, and thus [ffoceeded: — By becoming 
landed proprietora, the members of the militia had 
rendered themselveg accountable in one sense to 
those very Beys who were amenable before them ia 
another; but there remuned no longer an equal 
secuiity for the discharge of the mutual obliga- 
tion, , While by the enrolment in their corps of 
every peaceful citizen dispoeed to pay the admisuon 
fee required, and the discarding of every able 
soldier himself requiring a stipend, the militia was 
become at once enfeebled at the heart and un- 
wieldy at its extremities, the Beya seemed to have 
regained all the strength which th^ antagonists 
had lost : for the Mamluke tribe, that indestructible 
plague of Egypt, that weed alwaysalive, aDd,-8t 
every new subveruoa of a more artificial systeni 
agun sprio^ng up in all its former luxurialice— r 
had, by constant fresh supplies, meanwhile recovered 
all its vigour. 

Thus the different departments of the state, inr 
tended by Selim to check each otber^s pressure, 
became totally confounded ; or rather, their ofiices 
were exchanged, their interests reversed, and thp 
supremacy made to flow.back into its pristine chan<- 
nels. While the mihtia insensibly spread over the 
surface of the land, to attend to its culture, the 
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Beys again floolced to Cufo, to resume their etbaia : 
wfiile the Odgiaklees had erst pvea to tiieir crea^ 
turea the employmeots of the Beys, the Beys noiT 
gave to their freed-men the rank of Od^klees : the 
public revenue, before squandered by the soldiery, 
now became wasted by the Mamlukea; and what 
power remained in the hands of the Sultan's foroes^ 
was DO longer em^oyed to resbt but to protect the 
Sultan'a enemies. The sender was left to weave its 
web in silence over those gilded vaults, which had 
once re-echoed with the fierce debates of com^ 
manders; and the Pasha, who formerly had aatj 
feared the power of the militia, now only trembled 
at the name of the Beys. 

Scarce however had this revolution been perfected, 
when the daring Aly, Bey and Schaich-el-bellet^ 
succeeded in wresting its Iruits out c^ the hands oif 
its authors. Renoundng his allegiance to the Porte, 
and contracting an aHiaoce with the Russans, he 
awed into silence bis colleague^:, and reserved -every 
office for his own adoptive children. He «ent his 
eon Ismiul to sack Damascus, and his son Hassan 
to {nllage Djedda; while: he kept his eldest son 
Mohammed at home, to bear as he could the nhi^ 
v«ght c^ his fftvonis; and great it vaai^-Sx he 
honoured him with the hand of his sister, sent -for 
purposely from Geor^ ; he heaped upoti hhn sudi 
riches as to cause hmn to be sumamed Aboo-didiab, 
or tlie lather of gold;'aiid he endowed him with 
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sufficient power to create Ux own depeodanta Beys : 
insomuch that at last Aboo-d^ab, disaUed by his 
patron from naag any hi^er, except by ateppvag 
on his patron's neck, slew him, in order that his 
work might be completed. 

Nor was Aboo-dahab disappomted in this pur- 
pose. Named Sch^ch-el-belled by bis own Beys, 
and chosen Pasha by the grateful Porte, he ofered 
the first example ia Egypt, as he did the last, of all 
the grimdeur which the country can bestow, and 
all the authority which the Sultan can give, united 
in the same person :— but his joy was short ! In* 
toxicated unto madness by these long draughts of 
successful ambition, his blood began to ferment; 
bis fluids turned to poison ; a raging fever struck 
his brain ; and in the midst of Acre, which he had 
taken by storm, and delivered up to pllage, one 
day saw him resplendent with glory, and the nratt> ' 
a livid corpse. 

' No sooner had Aboo-dahab breathed his last, than 
his Mamlukes hastened back to Cfuro to divide hii 
spcnL Ibrahim, the eldest Bey of his careation, 
obtained, with the place of .Schuch-el>belkd, iiia 
widow of Aly. Mourad, the second in rank of the 
B^ named by Mohammed, married bis own relict. 
The other Beys of Mdiammed's recent hous^ 
Osmim, Mustapha, Sul«man, and the (wd AyoobS) 

took, according -to their rank and seniority, what 

else remuned to be divided. 
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The younger children of Mt^ammed^s ill requited 
patron^ Ismail and Hassan, who shared not in their 
ddest Intither's ingratitude, had, on Aly's deaths 
Bed to Uf^r Egypt. There thej remiuned quiet 
during the short period of Aboo-dahab's r^gn ; 
but g^ned strength by an alliance with two great 
Arab Schaichs ; those of Esneh and of N^addi. 
Thus reiq^rced, they determined not t» auff&c 
Mohammed's children to supersede the remaining 
SODS of Aly himself, and marched directly to C^ro. 
Ibrahim, Mourad, and their party, had not yet 
had leisure to prepare for the attack. With all 
their followers they passed through the citaddj 
utuated on the utmost verge of the mount McJc- 
hadem; gained the defiles ofthaf range of mountiuns 
which extends along the right bank of the Nile into 
Upper Egypt, and there took that statiou, whidi 
' their antagonist had just quitted to occupy their 
own at Cairo. 

Ismail, received in the capital with acclamation, 
and immediately installed as Schaich-el-belled by 
a Pasha, bo longer of any use but to confer the title 
on whosoever held the place, lost no time in clearing 
his residence ofall lurking leaven of sedilioD. Tv^ 
old Beys yet breathed, owned by no party still in 
being, hut supposed secretly to favour that <^ Ibra- 
him. They had, nevertheless, when Ismail entered 
Cwro, renuuned in the ca[ntal,n-either prevented 
ttom quitting it by thar infirmities, or relying (or 
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proUction aa tk(^ age. Th^ were friends, and 
saw each other familiarly. But when Sog«r citme to 
pay his court, Ismail exactedjinproof of hisloyaltjrf 
the head of Abderahman ; and Sogeir bowed suIk 
mis^on. In the midst of the customary remi- 
niscences, which formed the conTersation of men who 
had outlived all their contemporariest Sogdr dropped 
his chaplet: Abderahman stooped to pick it up; 
and Sogeir plunged his da^er into his colleague's 
ude. His feeble hand, however, could not give a 
home thrust, and Abderahman, intended to be laid 
prostrate for ever, rose from the blow, and struggled 
with his adversary. The surrounding Mamlukei 
viewed tmmoved two men, seemingly united during 
half a century in the closest bonds of friendship, 
contend which should first bereave the other by 
violence of the few remiuning sparks of a life almost 
ektinct — should first draw from the other's heart the 
few remaining drops of an almost stagnant tide, 
and should first thrust the other into that grave, on 
whcee brink both were totteting. This feat Sc^nr 
achieved. He then crawled back to the Schaicb 
irith the head demanded ; but, exhausted wi^h the 
fight, fell dead in the act of presenting the prize. 

Ibrahim and Mourad remained not much longer 
in Upper Egypt than Ismail and Hassan had done 
before them. With the osastance of the Arab 
Scbaiche of Farshoot and of Dendera, they de- 
scended fiom Djirdg6, and demanded r&>admittanoe 
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in Cairo. Ismail consented, in. b<^>e8 of note 
effectually ending the struggle by treachery. With 
the concurrence of Ezedlee the Pasha, bis antago> 
niets were to be murdered in the dtadel in full 
JDivan. Hassan, however, dissatisfied with the small 
share of power ceded him by Ismail, thought he 
now had the means for ever to secure the gratitude 
i^ the adverse party. He warned its leaders of 
die plot ; and the same ni^t Ibrahim and Mourad, 
with all their adherents, again evacuated Cairo. As 
soon as they had passed the gates, they prodaimed 
all reconciliadon with Ismail henceforth at an end, 
and went back to their old post at Djirdg£. Here 
they fortified themselves, and determined to reduce 
the capital by f^nine. All provi^ona which de- 
scended the Nile woe intercepted; and Ismail at 
last found himself obliged by the Impending scarcity, 
to collect his few troops, to march southward, and 
to gn^ bis rivals battle. It was Hassan who gave 
them t^ victory, by going over to their dde in the 
mtdsC of the cottibat Ismail immediately fled back 
to Cura 

The Schuch-el-belled's popularity in the capatal 
had been annihilated by his exactions. Closely 
pursued, he felt his situation desper^e. In haste 
he loaded Ins camels with liis treasure, aband<)ned 
his lionourB^ and crossed the desert as a fugitive. 
At Gaze he embarked for Stombool, to seek asnrt- 
ance from the Forte. 
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As Ismail' went out at one gate of the aty, 
Ibrahim and Mourad rushed in at the other. Con-i 
teut to resume their former station, they impeded 
not th^ enemy's convenient flight. Aflec rein- 
staliiig themselvea in all their offices, they strength- 
^ied thor. party and rewarded th^ adherents, by 
making a considerable promotion of Beys and <^ 
£iashds. 

Hassan himself guoed the least hy his de^tion. 
This Bey, surnamed Djeddawee from the sacking - 
of that city, was among thrae unfortunate indi- 
viduals who, with the greatest phy^c^ brareiy, 
entirely want moral resolution and steadiness ; by 
their wavenngs and changes forfeit the confldence 
of sU parties, and to every faction alike appear 
more de^rable in the. character of avowed enemies 
than in that of seeming friends. Whatever sacrifices 
he might make to the cause he espoused, they were 
umformly attributed to interested motives; truA 
Gtom his lips was rec^ved as falsehood ; and g«ie- 
Tosity in his behaviour could only be viewed ss 
cunning. The bare drcumstance of his^ asserting 
a fact caused it to be discredited, and his being the 
author of a scheme sufficed for its r^cction. Tfan« 
atusted, be always found the tfauiks of his associates 
short of his preten^ns, &iled not soon to accose 
tag oollei^eB of black ingratitude, and Scarce had 
j(4Bed a paily, when he airesh meditated a change. 
HiB ttioA (ffdinary converge necessarily degenerated 
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into a tissue d diaumidatum and fraud, winch pro- 
duced no illusion ; and his life became a series of 
intrigues and of cabals, which brought him no benefits 

Tired of his complaiuts aod fearing bis fickleness, 
the sons of Mohammed resolved to stop his re' 
proaches, by cutting short his career. The Saturday 
exermes in the place of Roumaili were fixed upon 
to execute the purpose. ■ ' - 

The exercise of tbe djereed was over. One rf 
Monrad*3 Mamlukes enters the lists for the game 
of the jar.' He advances in the drcle, takes aim, 
fires, and tmsses. A second darts forward^ and 
equally ftuls. A third now tries in his turn : his 
ball goes wider still than the former from the pr^ 
tended mark ; but it strikes the real one, — for it 
grazes the turban of Djeddawee. Every bystander 
loudly laments the accident. The Bey alone saw 
the intent : he saw his deatli-warrant sgned. Im- 
mediately he calls round him his Mamlukes, and 
from their close pressed arcle raises the cry of wu 
and the sword of defiance. His suite all draw their 
sabres : bo do Mohammed's children. The games 
cease; the fi^t commences: the few remaining ad- 
herents of Ismaiil join the banners of Hassan. < 

Three entire days did every street of Cairo ib. 
turns become the field of battle. Three entire 
days did every stone of the ca|ntal in tmns stream 
with blood. At last Hassan felt his strength ^ve 
way, and saw his supporters fall off, onfe by one. 
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On the pCMUt of being overwhelnied hy his eaemy's 
■ superior force, he gathers Ix^ther a sniaU troop 
which he still could rely upon, and breaks throu^ 
the very midst of his assuIantB. With a speed 
wbidi nothing could slacken, be gains the vast 
suburb of BooUk, on the Nile, and there seeks 
shelter in the house of an old friend, of the Schaidi 
Damanhoori. The sanctity even of that distant 
ar^lum is disregarded, and the approach invested, 
a few minutes after its gates had received the noble 
fii^tive. 

For a while however, intrenching himself behind 
the indosure of his fortress, Hassaa gallantly stands 
the sege, from every window and battlement of the 
edi£ce pours down upon Mourad's satellites everjr 
species of miurderous implement, and makes many 
a foe atone with his life for the relentless pursuit. 
But after more than an bour''8 strenuous defence^ 
he beholds from the top of the l^uilding the doco; 
burst open, and the entire hostile torrent rush in at 
once. He now resolves to quit the hopeless contest^ 
and to save himself by Sight MountiDg on the 
teirace of the man^on no longer secure, he thence 
clunbers on the roof of a neighbouring house. 
From that, passes on to the next, and in this man.i 
ner vaults frx)m terrace to terrace,^ and climbs from 
roof to roof; sometimes scaling almost inaccesnble 
baghts, at others leaping dowii awful p^^nces, 
and at others again clearing frightful diasms : — till 
-yes., I. Y 
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tt last he gfuna the fiirthennost of the habitationB 
that fcnn b oonnected churter. Here he finda his 
aerial progress stopped; aod irom the summit of 
this final prtHnootoiy again is compelled to descend 
to the Tenons below, and to return to the level of his 
pursuers. From the terrace he lets himself down 
into the attics ; frcan these into a lower Boor : gains 
the tap of the stairs, runs down an hundred steps, 
readies the hall, and opens the entrance door. In 
the very porch stood sentinel a hostile Mamluke of 
^gantic stature, waiting his arrival to intercept hu 
passage: him he fells with his sabre at a ungle 
blow, and mounting the Mamluke'a own steed/ he 
rides back at full speed to Curo. But at every 
turn his antagonists were watching. They soon 
eqiy his esc^>e : and in a mcment he heard the 
wh*^e troop again close at hu heels. Banger seemed 
to l^td him wings. He reaches Cairo the first, — 
&ou^ scaice bj the distance of a {ustol EhoU 
Clearing the crowded entrance of the dty, and 
puslnog up the main street, he rushes, as sotm as 
c^^rtunity favours, into the midst of the moat 
populous and busy district ; runs up one narrow 
hme^ and down another. As he enters a new divi- 
sion, he causes its gates to be shut behind him, 
in order to delay the progress of his pursuers. 
Meedng a string of camels carrying water, he rends 
opea the sltinB with his d^ger, to increase the 
i&ppeej amoothneBS (^ the pavement Coming up 
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with a file of anbas, conveying a wedding, he tilts 
over the waggons to bar the passage, No throng 
of human bongs, however great, stops his career. 
His yatagan cuts its way through the thidcest 
cluster of passengers. Ovnthrowing some, trampling 
others under foot, he still advances unslackened in 
his speed. Every where warning shouts announce 
his approach ; every where screams of terror pre* 
cede his rapid steps. At «ght of him the hmroth 
struck md[> £ies in every direction like chaff befi:^ 
the hurricane ; and his wide circuit frequently 
bringing him back to the same places in which ha 
had appeared b^ire — but each time more pale, 
and ghastly, and covered with blood than before— 
he at last begins to be viewed as his own ghost^ 
still continuing the flight of the body. It was a 
stupendous thing to behold a vast ca^ntal, succes- 
sively fiUed throughout each of its numerous quar- 
ters, from one end to the other, with ever increaang 
terror and dismay, by the appearance of a sing^ 
man, — and that man himself a fugitive, only darting 
by hke a meteor; just heard, just seen, and then 
again disappearing. 

Hassan's strength now b^ns to &il him. His 
horse ifl ready to drop. His pursuers, — who for a 
while had lost his trecl[,-~guided by the clamour 
of the mob at his appearance, again recover the 
scent. They gtun ground upon him so fast, that 
yS 
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nothing seems capable any longer of saving him 
irom becoming their victim. 

He now bethinkB himself of one last desperate 
expedient. The house of his most inveterate enemy, 
^-of Ibrahim, the Schmch-el-belled — had just risen 
in aght He springs jrom bis exhausted steed, no 
longer able to move, and, summoning all his re- 
maining strength, runs to this perilous abode, and 
gains with difficulty its portal, Entering the frown- 
ing gates, he forces his way athwart the bevy a^ 
astonished pages, who in vun try to atop the in- 
truder ; and makes straight for the holy of holies, 
for the wojnen's apartment Pushing away right 
and left- the eunuchs, the slaves, and the guards, 
stationed to defend the ^itrance of the gynecseum, 
he bursts open the pn^ibited door,advances through 
thelabyrinthdfnarrowpa88age8,andatle5t, aftermany 
wanderings, reaches the very centre of the sanctuary. 

Here, totally exhausted, and f^t with &tigue 
and loss of blood &om many a wound inflicted by 
a distant carbine, Sjiddawee at last stops, lays 
down on the rich carpet his ensanguined sword; 
and viewing before him that mightiest of her sex, 
the sister of Aly, the widow of Mohamibed, and the 
wife . of Ibrahim — risen , fit>m her seat in mute 
astonishment, — he throws himself prostrate at her 
feet, clasps the hem of her embixudered garment^ 
and impl<M%s her all-pqwoiAil protection. 



D,g,l,7.<l.,G00glC 



ANASTASIUS. 8S6 

What could A^-Ilar do f when a son of her bro- 
ther, and a brother of her first husband, humbled 
to the dust, implored her to save hb Bffe ! 
' She swore to protect him, while he remiuned in 
her sight ; and in her presence none durst lift his 
hand agmnstthe supplicant. Even Ibrahim her 
husband consented to respect his hated eidstence, 
until he again should go forth from the shadow <^ 
his roof. 

But Mourad appears ! Furious irom his nu- 
merous disappcantments, and Hassan^s h^-breadth 
escapes, he de^nands possession of his victim, or 
threatens to abandon his party. The Schaich-el- 
ttelled wavers, and at last consents to cast a stain 
upon his diaracter, in order to satisfy his colleague. 
In defiance of the laws of hospitality, he in^ts on ' 
Hassan's quitting bis habitation, content to rec^ve 
a safeguard to the frontiers of Egypt. The Bey 
was not in a condition to decline the spetdous offer. 
Accompanied by a numerous escort, he takes leave 
and departs. But what is his new dismay, when 
be learns on the road that his destination is the 
very town in Arabia, once the'scene of his devasta- 
tions ! To turn him adrift among the injured 
populace of Djedda was to devote him to a death 
more cruel than the fate &om which he bad fled. 
On the least redstance, however, to the mandate of 
luB enemies, he was to be lolled on the spot He 
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dierefMe fagned acquiescence, aod sufib^ Imnself 
quietly to be conveyeti to Suez, and there to be 
embarked for tlie harbour of Meccafa. At sea he 
might by Eurfnise have shun a few of his ooo* 
ductors, but in so rash aa attempt be must boob 
have beeu overpowered by the rest. He devised * 
better plan. In the darkuess of the night he fell 
upon the rei's himself, the moment sleep closed his 
eyelids; and with his arm round the plot's throat 
and his pistol to his heart, he forced him to steer 
for the African coast, and for the port of Cossdr. 
There, under &Tour of a mob whom the cry of a 
son of Aly soon collected rotmd the boat^ ready for 
his defence, he disembarked, by forced marches 
giuned Akmim, and from ihat place plunged 
into the desert In a few days he reached the 
tents of bis former Arab allies. Under th^ wing 
be took shelter: the fame of bis wonderful escape 
spread in all directions : — at last it reached Cairo, 
and the wreck of his party, remaining in that 
cajntal, insensibly withdrew, and joined, high up 
the Nile, its imperishable leader. 

Ismail, on his arrival at Constantinople, had 
found the Forte too deeply engaged in war vrith 
Austaia, to involve itself in fi-esh hostilities with 
Egypt. Tired of consuming his time in fruitless 
expectation, and his wealth in unproductive bribes, 
he at last reimbarked, landed at Dent£, and through 
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the Oa^s c£ Bewa^ rejoined Hassan near the Cata- 
racts. Eithercliiefhadgunedtoolittlebydesertuig 
the other, not to meet hia former rival with willing 
heart half way. Common disappointment for this 
time riveted the union of the Beys. They agreed 
to con»gn to obhvion the past, and for the future 
never more to abandon each other. 

Thus far, — added my Osmanlee, — the engage- 
ment has remained inviolate. Three years and 
more the sturdy veterans have continued to live 
together in undbturhed posses^n of Es-Souan, 
the furthest place in the Sai'd, on this «de the falls. 
Too weak to molest the chiefs at Cairo, and too 
near the confines of Nulna to fear their molestatioD, 
they are watched, but are left quiet. All the land 
on either side the river, tb^ small district ex- 
cepted, obeys Ibratum and Mourad. These chiefs 
reign uncontrolled at Cmro, and heavy is the yoke 
which they impose upon the provinces. But it 
hears aUke on every one, and therefore appears less 
galling than the partial miseries of a civil war. 
People pray for an oppres^on which prevents thar 
bring torn limb from limb, in the strife of caa- 
tending partjes." 

Here ended the loi^ narration of my Caireen 
friend,— and high time it was. Already rose in right 
the vast Pyramids to die right, and the castle of Cairo 
on our left. Each passenger began to collect his 
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parcels : and scarce hcdf an hour more elapsed, ere 
we cast anchor at Bookk, and stuped ashore. 
Our little party broke up, and every one of its 
members went his difi^rent way. My new friaid 
and myself walked on together to Cairo. 
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CHAPTER I, 
Not< 

1. p. 1. Jtihbte: flowing gown, generally woro in the 

Levant by men of sedentary habits and 
professions. 

2. p. 3. Drogaemani official ipteipreter employed 

by Franks in their conferences with the 
Mirfiammedans. 
S. p. 2. Agrumi: Italian denomination used In the 
Levant for every species of fruit of ihe 
orange and lenum kind, 

4. p. 2. An Ipsariate reit : or master of a merchant 

vessel from the island of Ipsara. 

5. p. i. Hamal: the Turkish for a porter. 

6. p. 5. Caloyera: a nun, as Caloyer means a friar. 
7- p. 10. MosUmin .* a true believer ; title assumed 

by the Mohammedans. 

8. p. 10. Papat: Greek priest. 

9. p. 10. Panagia .• the All-holy I the Virgin. 

la p. U. The Mitre: the cap of the Greek priest- 
hood. 

11. p. 13. Yaoor: infidel; word of abuse frequently 
used by the Turks in reference to Chris- 
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Nota 

12. p. 12. The Btuiian van namely, that which 

ended in 1774, by the peace of Kain- 
ardgee. 

13. p. 16. The tUm Perote dreui that worn by the 

Greek women of Pera, and of the conti- 
nental provinces ; wholly different from 
Uiat of the i«Iand«. 

14. p. 19. Caraoan: word implied in the Levant to 

voyagea of merchant ships, as well as to 
land journeys of merchants and goods. 

15. p. 23. Mat/note .■ native of the Peninsula of 

Msyno, whose inhabitants are almost all 

16. p. 24. Capitan-pasha.- Commander in Chief of the 

Turkish Nary. 

17. |>.24<. Amaoot; Turkish name ^ven to the Al- 

banians wha profess the Mohammedan 
religion; and form the body guard of 
many of the Turkish Pashas. 

18. p. 24. Caravdiati frigates. 

CHAPTER n. 

I. p. 26. Codgea-hoiheet i chiefs of the Greek com- 
munitJes, accountable to the Tuikiah go- 
vernors for the cootribution imposed upon 
their districts. 

3. p. 27. Laoedeaxmand Chrutianapolis: two Greek 
bishoprics in the Morea, thus denomi- 
nated. 
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Note 

3. p. ^. Rayaht: subjects of the Forte, not Mo- 
hammedan, who pay the capitation tax ; 
such as Greeks, Armenians, Jews, and 
Gipsies. 

*. p. 29. Grand Vitier. All Pashas, before whom 
are carried the three horse-tails, have the 
title of Yisier: but the head of that 
distinguished body, the lieutenant of the 
Grand Signor, who represents him in bis 
councils, and commands his armies, js 
called by the Turks Vezir Azem, by the 
Franks Grand Yisier> 

5. p. 32. Waymode: Turkish farmer of the revenue 

of a district. 

6. p. 32. HaraUh-tkiets .- vouchers for the payment 

of the haratch or poll-tax, due by all 
rayehs, 

7. p. S3. Cadee: Turkish judge. 

8. p. 37. Spaheess Turkish holders of military fiefe, 

which oblige them to join the army, 
mounted at their own expense. 

9. p. 40. Taooshan : hare ; epithet given to the Greek 

island^a. 
10. p. 41. Fanar: district of Constantinople, where 
chiefly reside the Greeks of the higher 
class. 
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Hole 

1. p. 42. Tergiumem: the Turkish for Droguenuin. 

2. p. 42. Beneeth: cloth veBtment worn over the jub- 

bee on occasjons of ceremony. 
S. p,42. Calpack: cap worn by rayahe. 

4. p. 42. TshoKOOsha: uahers and measengert of 

men in office. 

5. p. 48. Cafedjeti the servant who in Greek and 

TurloBh booses bands round the coffee. 

6. p. 50. Osittttnlee: follower of Osman or Othman, 

the founder of the Turkish Empire : —epi- 
thet which eoimds as agreeable to ita 
bearers, as the name of Turks is offensive 
to them. 

7. p. 52. Y<^agan : Turkish sabre, worn in the belt 

or sash. 

8. p. 56. The head, Sfc. It is customary among the 

Turks after a battle to give a. reward for 
every head of an enemy that is brought 
to the commander. 

9. p. 59. The difference between Kyrie-eleison and Al- 

lah lUah Allah ! Greek and Mohanmiedan 
forms of prayer or invocation. 

10. p.61. X'eAa^a: officialagentofapublicpersonage 

in Turkey. 

11. p. 61. RoamUt! the Greeks of the lower Empire 

affected to call themselves Romans, their 
language the Romaic, and their country 
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Note I 

Romanis, which the Turks have changed 
into RoumilL 

12. p. 61. Moohtutil: a governor of a province, in- 

ferior in rank and power to a Pacha. 

13. p. 6S. Stambool: the Turkish corruption of the 

Greek »if njy «Ajy, pronounced by them 
ees teen bolin ; and used to denote theb 
going to the ci^ xixr' ij^s^V-. 

14. p. 65, ShakiAir.' ample breeches made of cloth, 

15. p. 66. The Boghaz: generic Turkish name for 

straits; here appUed to those of the 
Dardanelles. 

16. p. 67. Didaskalos : a teacher, 

17- p. 68. Three distinct Cities: namely Coostan- 
tJnople^ Galata, and Scutari. 

CHAPTER IV. 

1. p. 69. Cdick: light and elegant wherry, plying 

about the quays of Constantinople. 

2. p. 69. A house of a dark and dingy hue, apparenUt/ 

crumbling to pieces voith age arid ne^,eci. 
The former circumstance being in con- 
sequence of the sumptuary laws imposed 
by the Turlcs upon the Greeks ; the latter 
in consequence of the Greeks often af- 
fecting poverty in order to avoid being 
beavily taxed by their tyrants. 
S, p. 70. A Matiduh .- name given among Moham- 
medans to'such white slaves as are de- 
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ttined to be gradually promoted to of- 
fices of imporUukce wiUiin doorg and with- 
out, 

4. p. 71. Frani philotapherti all Europeana not ray- 
ahs, and therefore comidered as strangers 
in Turkey, are called Franks or Franguee, 
their country Franguestan, and the cor- 
rupt idiom composed of their variouE 
langu^es, current along the Mohamme- 
dan shores of the Mediterranean, lingua 
Franca. 

& p. 72. Purses: denomination for a sum of five 
hundred pbstres. 

6. p.72. TchartcheesandBexesteensi places in Turk- 

ish cides, distinct from the habitations of 
the merchants, in which they keep and sell 
their wares. 

7. p. 74. Harem i the Turkish name for the^ apart- 

ment of the women: Seraglio or Serai, 
meaning palace in general, 

8. p. 74. Therapiah i one of the villages on the Bos- 

phorus, which the Greeks of quali^ make 
their country residence*. 

9. p. 75. The Battandjee Basket I officer who acts as 

ranger of the Sultan's demesne, and su- 
perintends the police of the waters about 
Constantiuople. 
10. p.76. Tandoor: a square table placed in the 
angle of the sofa, with a brazier under- 
neath and 8 rich countwpane over it, 



D,g,l,7.<l.,G00glC 



N0TK8. 396 

Note 

under which, in Greek houses, in cold 
weather, the company creep close to each 
other. 

11. p. 76* Bab-Humayaon ! the imperii gate or prio- 

cipal entrance of the Sultan's palace at 
Constantinople. 

12. p. 76. Feridjee: cloth capote worn out of doors 

by the Greek and Turkish women of 
Constantinople. 

13. p. 76. Arckons : , denominations assumed by the 

principal Greeks. 

14. p, 77. Spatar : sword-bearer ; one of the principal 

officers at the courts of the Hospodars of 
Moldavia and Valachiaj which are formed 
on the model of the ancient Greek court 
of Constantinople. 

15. p. 77. Siipper money of the Sultanai: in Turkish 

Peshmalik ; equivalent to our pin-money. 

16. p. 77. Ras Effendee: the Turkish Secretary of 

state for foreign a^rs. 

17. p. 77. Pounding the grand Mufii in a mortar: 

according to the ancient mode of capital 
punishment inflicted on the heads of the 
law, whose blood it was deemed irreverend 
to shed. 

18. p. 81. Ctdtondjeet .- marines, from Caleon, a 

galley. 

19. p.81. Romaic! the modem Greek: as Hellenic 

meand the ancient Greek. 

20. p. 83. The Holy Mountain; mount Athos; tliat 



D,g,l,7.<l.,G00glC 



9S6 NOTES. 

MoM 



beautiful promiaitory now occupied by 
twenty-two Greek convents. 
21. p. 88. Kiad-kani : public walk near Constan- 
tinople, called by the Franks Les Eaux 



CHAPTER V. 

1. p. 94. Galata ! suburb divided from Constan- 
tinople by the harbour ; and occupying 
the base of the hill of which Fera crowns 
the summit. 

2> p- 94* Para : a small Turkish coin. 

S. p. 9S. The anteree .- part of the long dress of men 
of sedentary professions. 

4. p. 99. Sidtan-Bayexid : one of the Imperial 

Mosques at Constantinople) near which 
is held the market of second hand ap- 
pareL 

5. p. 99. Hask-ieut! suburb of Constantinople, 

where the Jews live> 

6. p. 99. Furred cap: which the Droguemen wear 

when in Jioccki, and the physicians ha- 
bitually. 

7. p. 100. Ltthte jacket: the liShses or inhabitants 

of the northern shores of Asia Minor are 
chiefly employed at Constantinople Id 
garden work, 

8. p. lOI. Lorenzo.' Nucciolo; a, R^useen; phy- 

sician to Abd-ooI-Hameed. ' 
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-9. ,^.102. Hekim-hatheei chief of the College of 
I^yBicituiB. 

1(X p. 103. Blacqiumesi a remote district of Con- 
stantinople. 

11. p. 105. A Be^ier-btT/ ; or Bey of Bej'S ; dtle ^vea 

to the Pashas of Routnili and of Anadoly. 

12. p. 105. Moonedjint! astrologer. 

IS. p. 106. Backlche-Capoosseet the garden gate ; ona 
ofthe gates of Constantinople. 

14>. p. 106. Bafftio: the vast enclosure near the Arse- 
~ nal, which serves as a prison to the 
Christian captives, and the Turkish and 
Rayah criminals. 

CHAPTER VI. 

1. p. 119. This description of the plague is con- 

formable to the modern Greek personi- 
fication of that disease. 

3. p. 123. Itlamuntt the true belief, according to the 
Mohammedan doctrine. 

3. p. 123. Namazi the chief prayer of the Moham- 
medans. 

CHAPTER Vn. ■ ' • 

1. p. 125. Proiai: the Greek primate of a districL ' 

2. p. 128. A seven yean' ague: the liberal wish ofan 

enemy in a country replete with mal 
-'.':■ aria. 7 • - 

3. p. 129. Hydriote: from the islatid of Hydra; 
VOL. I. 2 
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Now 

chiefly inbabited bj aailora and ahip- 
owners, who, at the beginning of the 
rerolation, when France was shut oat 
from the Baltic, supplied her vith com 
irom the Archipelago. 

.♦■ p. ISO. Tophanat the cannon foundery, which 
gives its name to a handsome quay near 
Galata. 

5. p. 130. Kiebabti mutton eteakst sold in the cook- 

Ehopa at Constandneple. 

6. p. 131. Stambool Effendee ! inspector of the police 

of the Capital. 

7. p- 131. My cries of" Aman;" of mercy or pardon. 

8. p. 134. Myjbrekead used to he budded with gold 

CQim: Turkish mode of rewarding public 
dancers and singers. 

9. p. 135.. The Mevilewi Denaishes: sort of Turkish 

friars whose devout exercises consist in 
twirling round like tops. 

10. p. 137. Yaoori : « sort of Turkish cream cheese. 

11. p. 140. The solemn ceremomy t sliU in use m Al- 

bania anid along the eastern shore of the 
Adriatic. 

12. p. 141. Epirotes might retain such old autonui 

under the denominations cf probratimi for 
the men, and prouslrim for the women. 

CHAPTER VIIL 

I. p.l4& Hoshab: a beverage made of firuit of va- 
rious sorts. 
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a. p. 1^. SI.Demetrittii remote suburb of Constan- 
tinople, where the Greeks have an hos- 
pital, 

3. p. 151. Araba: Turkish waggon. 

4. p. 151. Tartan the Mohammedan messengers 

in the service of the Porte are called 
Tartars, or more properly Tatars, as the 
gate porters in France used to be called 
SuUaeSf from ttteir original extraction. 

5. p. 153. Sultana' t huibands: the Sultan's sietera 

and daughters — whom consequently he 
cannot espouse— are alone called Sul- 
tanas : his wives or concubines never 
assume that title, appropriated exclu- 
sively to the Imperial blood. 

6. p. 153. Internuncio : title given to the Austrian 

Minister at Constantinople, in order to 
avoid conflicts of etiquette. Baron Her- 
bert Rathkeal was equally venerated by 
Turks and by Christians. 

7. p. 153. Envoy of Sweden i Mouradgea d'Ohson; 

an Armenian by birth, originally Dro- 
gueman to the Swedish mission; and 
author of a celebrated work on the.Otho- 
man Empire. 

8. p. 154^ Anastasius sometimes spells Frank names 

very incorrectly. On inquiry I find that 
of the gentleman in question to be. Van- 
den Dedem tot Gelder. 

9. p. 155. Kitlar'Aga: chief of the black eunuchs : 
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Note 

a personage poasessed df vast power and 
patronage ; being entrusted with the ad- 
ninigtration of all the religious founda- 
tions of the Turkish Empire, of which 
the revenues are immense. 
. 10. p. 156. Shaksheeri the folds of this nether gar- 
ment are so ample as to make it look . 
like a petticoat. 

11. p. 161. Handjar: Turkish poniard. 

12. p. 163> Emin or Sh»eef; names given to the 
' descendants of Mohammed's daughter, 

who in every city of the Empire have 
their own distinct tribunals, and the ex- 
clusive privilege of wearing turbans of 
the sacred colour : namely, green. 

CHAPTER IX. 
' 1. p. 167. Berath: Foreign ministers being often 
obliged to employ rayahs as their do- 
mestics, originally obtained for them 
patents of exemption from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Porte, which they now find 
it more profitable to sell. 

2. p. 183. J^'atnee.' name given to the mosques 

founded by Sultans. 

3. p. 183. Tie Mihrab .• or altar. 

CHAPTER X. 
1. p. 186. Esiended not farther than ku note. — Jl ne 
vo^oit pas plat loin qaesonnex.. 
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Note 

S. p. 191. Scheyui the two principal sects among 
the Mohammedans are the Simnees and 
the Scheyie ; and as the difference be- 
tween them is small, so is the hatred 
proportionably intense. The Turks are 
all Sunneee, the Persians all Scheyis: 
the former are more fanaticalt and the 
latter more superBtitiouB. 
S. p. 192. Pretti/ faces : the Persians admit repce- 
sentations of human figures in their 
books of poetry, which the Turks hold 
in abhorrence. 

4. p. 192. The Bridge Seerath .- over which the souls 

ofthe elect glideintoheaven; whilethose 
of the damned tumble from it into hell, 

5. p. 192, Three hundred and tixty days in the year: 

the Mohammedan months are lunar. 

6. p. 192. Devot.* the Mohammedan spirits that 

guard subterraneous treasures. 

7. p. 192. Hafeezi holy, but in a less degree than 

the Wely or saint. 
S. p. 193. Reekath : a division of the Mohammedan 
prayer. 

' 9. p. 193. Karagheuzi black-eyes ; the priibcipal p^- 
sonage in a Turkish puppetshow re- 
sembling the Ombres Chinoises. 

10. p. 193. Ramadan .* or Ramazan ; the month dur- 
ing which the Mohammedans fait all 
day, and feast all night. While the sun 
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Mai* 

remaiiu above the horJEon they dare not 
even refr«h themselves with a drop of 
water or a whiff of tobacco. 

II. p. 193. MooUahi generic name for the doctors 
of law, who according to the Moham- 
medan system are docti[»^ of divinity; 
in as ikr as the Mohammedan law is 
entirely founded on the Koran. 

CHAPTER XI, 

1. p. 201. Top Capooaeei cannon gate: one of the 

gates of Constantinople. 

2. p.^I. ZwamelA .'denominationofthemilitaryfiefs 

which ought to supply the regular ca- 
valry of the Othoman Empire, but by a . 
frequent abuse pass into the hands of 
women or children, who find substitutes. 
5. p. 202, Sharp stirrups 1 which with the Turks per- 
form the office of spurs. 

4, p. 203. JBemofts.vcloakwornby theBarbaresques, 

by naval characters, and by those who 
adopt the short dress. 

5. p. 205, The same feilhal .- outside the Top Ca- 

poossee there is a holy well much re- 
sorted to by the Greeks . on the day of 
St. George's festival. 
6> p- 205. Candiott Turks t reckoned peculiarly brave 
and dashing, though often intermarrying 
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■with Greek women, whom (hey suffer to 
retain their religion. 

7. p. 211. MeikiemSt Turkish h^l ofjuatice. 

8. p. 211. Nai6: the Cadee's clerk. 

9. p. 212. The boiled vAeat .• or Colyra, distribute 

by the Greeks- at burials. 

10. p. 213. Motrai: The Fates, who in some of the 

Greek islands are still worshipped with 
superstitious rites. 

11. p. 214. Djereed: a staff, vhich the Turks make 

it one of their favourite sports to fling 
at each other with prodigious force on 
horseback. 

12. p. 214. Oc-Meidan and Hippodrome 1 the first the 

place of arrows, the latter, still called 
by the Turks At-Meidan, or the place 
of horses. 

13. p. 215. Tkeriaiee Tchartchee i place where the 

lovers of opium used t» resort. On one 
side of it rises the superb Mosque built 
by Suleiman theSd; and in front stands 
the hospital for insane persons. 

I4>. p. 316. Madjoott ; Turkish name for opium. 

15. p. 217. ' With mdttretcAed hands t the Greeks still 
utter tbeirimprecatians with outstretched 
' hands and fingers. 

CHAPTER XII. 

1. p.220i The mxha of Backtchi Kevi: magnificent 
aqueduct near the village of that name. 
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' ~ ' built under the Greek' emperors, in the 

pomted Btyle, and which still supplies 
Constantinople abundantly with water. 
2. p. S20. Eblis i his satanic majesty. 

'3. p. 221. Caravokeirit master of a merchant vessel. 
4. p. 223. Sacoleva: small merchant ship. 

•^S. p. 224. Muetzeemt person who among the Turks 
cries the hour of prayer from the top of 
the minaieU. Sultan Achmet is a mag- 
nificent masque at Constantinople, buik 
by that sovereign, and the only one 
which has six minarets. 

6. p. 230. PaUkaria .■ my brave fellows ! ' 

7. p. SSI. Biram: a small floor carpet, used chiefly 

by the Turks for prayers. 

^ 8. p. 233- Eyoab and Sidtaniek i the farmer a beau- 
tiful suburb, the latter a delightful val- 
ley near Constantinople. 
Qi p. 233. Kleidon Rysika : the game of drawing lots 
by meana of keys. 

■10. p. 233. Paramatta; nurse. 

11. p. 233. It is the custom among the Greek Is- 

landers to preserve the broken vessels 
of a twelvemonth, in order to throw them 
away in a single heap at Christinas. 

12. p. 233. Papadia: the wife of a papas, or priest. 

13. p. 237. The ceaseless grinding of the wiler-^iiheel : 

used in the gardens of Ohio to irrigate 
the. numerous plantations of oran^e- 
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CHAPTER XIU. 

1. p. 213. With the moiiture qf my Hpf i & super- 

stitious process supposed to avert the 
influence of the evil eye or other ominous 
circumstances. 

2. p. 244. With the pur^ofmy own blood I sign, SfCt 

alluding, I suppose, to the custom of 
the Greek emperors of signing their 
name with purple. 

3. p. 249. Epitrope : primate of a Greek communit]r. 

4. p. 249. Avaniaki name given to a contribution 

imposed by Turks on rayahs, on some 
unfounded pretence. 

5. p. 255. Moiro logistri : the hired female who in 

some of the Greek islands still follows a 
ftinerol, singing the praises, and bewail- 
ing the loss of the deceased. 

6. p. 258. KirlangUsck : properly a swallow; a Turk- 

ish sloop of war. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

1. p.261. Terzhami the admiralty. 

2. p. 264. Speaote : from the island of Specia. 

3. p. 267. ^Jiachia; district on the coast of Crete, 

forming the dower of one of the Sultanas, 
and whose inhabitants combine tbe pas- 
toral and piratical life. 

VOL. I. AA ' 
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4. p. 267. Maildani: fief of the nature of an vpa' 
nage. 

CHAPTER XV. 

1. p. 287. Okkal: name for aa inn or caravan-eerai, 

in Egypt. 

2. p. 289. Baschid; Rosetta. 

3. p. 289. Rakie : an ardent BpuH. 

4. p.i!92. Djermt i small country vessela. 

5> p. 297. The Mavigarbeea i men irom Garbieh, or 
the WeBt; name given to the Barba- 
resques. 

6. p. 296. Maash; covered passage boats that sail 

up and down the Nile, 

7. p. 299. Sckttkh-d-beUed : chief of the country, or 

rather land ; title ^ven alike to the chief 
of the whole body of Beys of Egyptand 
to the chief among the notables of a 
small district. 

8. p. 301. Avialis! plural for AJtiak; public female 

singers. 

9. p. 301 . Ghazie i female pubUc dancer.' 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1. p. 308. Gurgistan, Georgia. 

2. p.309> Kiaskef: an officer commanding part of 

a province under a Bey; though, like the 
title of Bey, that of Kiashef is often 
merely h 
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Nttta 

9. p. S20. Thtjar t an. earthen vessel, which, in one 
of their martial sports, the Mamlukes 
try to bit. . 

i- p. 321. From terrace to terrace: the houses at 
Cairo are all flat-roofed ; and each pecu- 
liar district of the city is separated frein 
the neighbouring ones, by its particular 
gate, which is kept shut at night 
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